Garagiste
[gar-uh-zheest’] noun - A French term used to describe
independent, artisan winemakers crafting small batches
of wine in garage-type settings and not yet
discovered by the mainstream.
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SERIES

Workman/Ayer

Winemaker: Michel Ayer
Location: Central Coast

Founded in 2010, Workman/Ayer brings together two great families to
produce small lots of Rhone inspired wines on California’s Central Coast.
The Ayer family has deep roots in agriculture in Iowa and California,
while the Workman family has a long and broad history in the northern
California wine business. Together, they are crafting some exceptional
wines and working to grow their presence within the Central Coast region.
Michel Ayer, the proprietor and winemaker behind Workman/Ayer, was first exposed to the wine business
after graduating college. He held various positions at Robert Mondavi Winery, Swanson Vineyards, and Terra
Valentine, and was fascinated by both viticulture and winemaking. He eventually went to law school in Iowa
and then moved to Arizona to practice real estate law, but he never lost his love of wine. Michel’s wife, Stacy
Workman, grew up among the vineyards of Napa Valley where her father Gary Workman spent over 30 years
working for Robert Mondavi in every position imaginable. After graduating from UC
Davis, Stacy returned to Napa Valley and met Michel Ayer while they were both working
for Robert Mondavi. Stacy also spent many years working at Napa’s Far Niente Winery.
		
After several years of living in Phoenix, Arizona, Michel and Stacy (and
their respective families) decided to launch Workman/Ayer and rekindle their love
of wine. In 2010, they released their first two wines - a Viognier named ‘Ipso Facto’
and a Rhone style red blend (GSM) named ‘De Facto.’ The Latin phrases reference
Michel’s career in law. Michel sources fruit from throughout the Central Coast
region, including the ares of Ballard Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley, York Mountain,
and Los Alamos Valley. The Central Coast’s warm, dry climate is the ideal setting
for producing his Rhone style wines.
Today, Workman/Ayer releases just 200 cases of wine each year. Michel and
Stacy still live in Arizona, but travel to the Central Coast throughout the year
to manage their small family winery.

Workman/Ayer 2011 ‘De Facto’ Red Wine
Central Coast
75 Cases Produced

Produced from vineyards in Ballard Canyon, Santa Ynez Valley, York Mountain, and Los
Alamos Valley, the Workman/Ayer 2011 ‘De Facto’ Red Wine is a classic Rhone inspired blend of
75% Syrah, 15% Mourvedre, and 10% Grenache (also known as a ‘GSM’). Dense, layered, and focused
with considerable depth, this vivacious wine has earthy notes of dark berries, spice, herbs,
and cedar. This red blend beautifully balances the intense, structured Syrah with the berryspice flavors of Grenache and the tannic, dark notes of Mourvedre. Aged 20 months in oak.
Enjoy now until 2021.

Gold Medal Wine Club Price: $32.00 / bottle
To Order, Visit the Wine Store at GoldMedalWineClub.com
or Call 1-800-266-8888

*2 bottle min. per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included. Call for details.

