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Volker Eisele is one of those wine industry
rarities that have enjoyed enormous success in more than
one facet of the wine business. For nearly four decades,
German-born (from the northwestern German town of
Munster) Eisele has enjoyed success as one of Napa
Valley’s top growers, selling his fruit to the likes of
Beaulieu Vineyards, Stags Leap Wine Cellars,
Chappellet, Spring Mountain, Pahlmeyer, Quail
Ridge and others. His grapes have consistently
brought top prices and have been in incredible
demand whenever they reached the open market.
Lately, his perfectly conceived Volker Eisele
Family Estate winery has begun to exceed Eisele’s
near legendary status as one of the area’s premier
growers.
It all began in the early 1970’s when Eisele
and his wife Liesel (herself a noted landscape
architect), decided they wanted to live in the
country. They had owned a small weekend
house in Napa Valley and decided the
bucolic atmosphere was well suited to their
needs. They settled in Chiles Valley (on
Napa’s eastern side) and actually planted
their first vines in 1974.
“When we finally settled in and
looked around,” recalled Eisele, “I realized
there was nothing else to do in the area but
grow grapes. I taught school for a while
and hated it. The idea of planting vines
and nurturing them along was a perfect
alternative for me.”
Eisle was fortunate that his
property came with a long pedigree that
futher enhanced his individual pursuit of
producing the perfect grape. The 60-acre
plot was part of the old Rancho Catacula
Mexican land grant that had been given to
founder Joseph Chiles in 1843 by the last
Mexican governor of California. It was
developed for grapes during the 1870’s by
the Sievers Family, and some of the
original buildings and tanks remain on the
property today.
Volker Eisele, now in his seventies,
was the first Napa grower to embrace the
concept of organic farming and is proud
of the fact that every grape he has
grown can be certified organic. This year,
2014, marks the estate’s 40th year of farming
organically.
“When you consider that few of the grapes in
Napa County can be certified as organic, you start to see
the importance,” he added. “I believe our methods
produce better vines and then better fruit.”

f r o m C a l i f o r n i a ’ s B e s t Wi n e m a k e r s

Eisele was primarily responsible for his locale’s
designation as the Chiles Valley District under its own
appellation. He has seen the area grow during his tenure
and become one of the leading producers of top quality
grapes in Napa County.
The call to establish his own winery, the
Volker Eisele Family Estate, came in 1997 when he
produced around 700 cases of his first wine.
He exhibited the same commitment to detail and
was pleased when his wines were met with instant
critical acclaim.
“To say that I am meticulous in my approach
to wines is putting it mildly,” Eisele further stated.
“I view my wines as I view my vineyards.
I am a major proponent of detail management and
that all works toward the goal of perfect quality
control. We even go as far as shoot management
with our vines and designate whether a shoot
can have zero, one or two clusters. We never
allow more than two since it affects the plant.”
Such attention to detail makes Volker
Eisele’s wines much sought after. He has
carefully and conservatively monitored the
growth of Volker Eisele Family Estate
wines and will produce around 5,000
cases of this year’s vintage. He sees continued slow growth for the next few years and
hopes to be using all of their vineyard’s
estate fruit within the next couple of years.
At that point they will be producing
around 8,000 cases.
“After that, we will have to plant some
more vines,” he admitted. “Luckily, there is
still some excellent ground on our estate
that we can use.”
Volker Eisele is also pleased that his
son Alexander has been involved in the
family business. Alexander is responsible
for monitoring the day-to-day vineyard
operations and also handles the sales and
marketing responsibilities for the entity.
Eisele has always been politically active
in the Napa area and takes keen interest in
land use issues and wine policy issues. His
eyes light up at the mention of political
initiatives, long the lifeblood of the
California political system.
Volker Eisele is that rare combination
of gentleman farmer and successful vintner.
His wines are meticulously crafted and in great demand
at the very highest levels.
It is with great pleasure that we present this
month’s Platinum Series selection from the Volker Eisele
Family Estate. Enjoy!

The road to great wine begins at your door.

add a plus! bottle

to your next wine delivery!

Plus! wines are all highly-rated, very small production wines with
availability too limited for all regular club members to receive.
Only Plus! Program participants receive these rare gems!
The Plus! Program automatically adds on a special wine to
each regular scheduled wine delivery, or as often as you like!

Don’t miss out on another shipment!

Join the Plus! Program today!
$35-$45 each delivery

This month’s Platinum Series featured Plus! wine:

Solomon Hills 2010 Pinot Noir
91 POINTS – Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar
Just 130 Cases Produced!
Learn more at: www.GoldMedalWineClub.com/plus or Call 1-800-266-8888

Dear Platinum Series Members,
My family and I are happy to share our 2010 Terzetto with you.
It is the result of a particularly balanced growing season in the Chiles
Valley District Appellation. The year began with normal (35 inches) and
well distributed rainfall without any dangerous downpours that often cause
severe erosion. Budding out, flowering, fruit set, veraison and ripening
were all on time and uneventful.
In the end we were able to pick well shaped clusters, with perfectly
sized berries and the ideal quantity per vine. As a result, the fruit was in the
best condition: no blemishes, even ripeness, and very well developed color.
The sugar was as 25 degrees Brix, with strong acidity and tannins giving us
a balanced wine. We produced 600 cases of Terzetto. As delicious as the
wine is now, it will reward the patient connoisseur. In four to five years,
the wine should be at its very vest and then live for another 15 to 20 years.
The age of the vines is on average 16 years, which means that they
are in their prime. Careful management from judicious pruning to organic
growing are essential for bringing out the best in the vineyard.
It is now 40 years that we have farmed organically and the vineyard
shows it in its consistency. Organic growing makes stronger vines and
stronger vines make better grapes.
We would love to welcome you to the vineyard.
Cheers,

Alexander Eisele

T

asting Notes
93 POINTS
-Robert Parker

Just 600 Cases Produced
The Volker Eisele 2010 Terzetto is a unique
proprietary blend of co-fermented Cabernet
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, and Merlot, all
grown in the winery’s Chiles Valley vineyard
in Napa Valley. The fruit from this estate
produces wines of uncommon balance and
finesse, and Volker Eisele’s highly awarded
Terzetto blend is consistently known for
its elegance, depth and complexity, vintage
to vintage. The blend is produced with
equal parts of each varietal, allowing the
characteristics to beautifully harmonize
without any one varietal dominating.
It’s name, Terzetto, is perfectly fitting as it
translates to a musical harmony of three
different voices. Deep red in color, the
2010 Terzetto opens with aromas and
flavors of dark berry and cherry fruits,
vibrant toasty oak, sweet vanilla, and soft
tannins. Robert Parker noted, “One does
not see many wines from Chiles Valley,
especially Cabernets, at this level of quality.”
Aged 24 months in oak. 1/3 Cabernet
Sauvignon, 1/3 Cabernet Franc, 1/3
Merlot. Enjoy now until 2020.
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Volker Eisele
2010 Terzetto

Retail Price at the Winery: $75.00
As a Platinum Series Member,
Save 20% - 26% Online!

GoldMedalWineClub.com
1-800-266-8888
These special discounts are available only to
club members, gift recipients and gift givers.
Remember to login to see your prices online!
*2 bottle min. per wine, per order. Shipping and tax
(if applicable) not included in above prices. Call for details.
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