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pain embarks on a new wine

revolution, embracing modern
techniques while carrying the

spirit of its distinctive traditions.

The dramatic increase of high quality Spanish wines from a number of previously
unheralded wine growing regions has continued the Spanish wine industry’s surge
into top international markets. Adherence to strict appellation laws and a tendency
of Spanish wineries to upgrade their equipment and production methods has also
provided a thrust for the resurgent Spanish wine business that recently has ranked just
under European heavyweights (Italy and France) as truly high grade wine producers.
Traditionally, wine has been produced in just about every area of Spain, with
the Rioja of Northeastern Spain being singled out for its remarkable quality. Today,
additional areas are on the rise and are attracting considerable attention in international
trade markets. What’s even more interesting is the fact that these new wines are also
garnering high scores and numerous gold medals in top European wine competitions.
Fortunately for many Spaniards, the marvelous city of Madrid is situated in central
Spain and affords
its citizens relatively
easy access to most
of Spain’s often-oldish
vineyards. Many of
the vineyards have
origins that are
hundreds and even
thousands of years
old that add to the
mystical aura that
surrounds the towns
and cities in which
the vineyards and
bodegas (wineries) are located. A great number of pristine castles
and medieval buildings dot the winegrowing areas of Spain making the entire
country a veritable wonderland for even the most modest wine enthusiast.
Spanish winemaking equipment and techniques, for the most part, are as
modern as any in the world. This new enterprise has been fueled by a number
of younger winery owners and winemakers that have witnessed the successes
of their European Community (EC) neighbors in planting and building new
wineries for the international markets.
Spanish growers have also relied on their own native grape varietals for the
success of their wines. These grapes are led by the venerable Tempranillo of
Rioja fame but also include a number of varietals (Garnacha, Mazuelo and
Viura to name a few) that are unfamiliar to the American wine drinking public.
The emergence of small boutique-like bodegas in numerous wine areas of
Spain has provided increased attention to the production of high caliber
wines form Spain. This is in marked deference to the older, massproduced wines many Spanish wineries were identified with for many
centuries.

distinctive wine producing nation in addition to making Spanish vineyards
a great source of pride for many Spaniards. Grapes are the country’s
third largest crop, behind only cereal and olives.
This month’s International Series Selections come from vastly different
regions in Spain and are representative of the great diversity of grapes
and wine from that country.

These smaller, well-made wines began
appearing on American shelves and
restaurant wine lists as recently as four
or five years ago and have grown in
number at a relatively remarkable clip.
This growth spurt has caused more
wineries to be built and the future looks
bright for even more impressive Spanish
wines being imported to the United
States.
Featured Regions of Spain
There are officially
more than 65
Denominación de
Origen (DO) growing
regions in Spain
starting with the
Basque Region in the
North and ending with
the Andalucia Region far to the South.
There are literally millions of acres
devoted to vineyards and grapes can
be found in every part of Spain. While
some of the soils are unable to produce
great quantities of fruit, there are enough
superior growing areas to make Spain a

Ribera del Duero
The Ribera del Duero region is located in Spain’s northern plateau and
is one of the nine major wine regions within the autonomous community
of Castilla y León. Characterized by a largely flat, rocky terrain, the region
is found along the course of the Duero River and is dedicated almost
entirely to the production of red wine from the Tempranillo grape. It is
home to Bodegas Resalte de Peñafiel and its Resalte Crianza 2004.
Castilla La Mancha
The second wine region
represented this month is the
Castilla-La Mancha Region,
located on Spain’s Eastern
Coastline. It is the legendary
home of Don Quixote and his
centuries-old adventures in
Spanish folk lore. The region
surrounds the fabled Spanish
city of Valencia that has been
Continued

wine regions of Spain
Spain is a large country geographically and has more acreage under
grape cultivation than any other country in the world. Overall, Spain is
the third largest in terms of world-wide wine production and grapes are
grown throughout every region of the country. Since the 1950’s, Spain’s
winemakers have worked steadily to improve quality and with their
entry into the European Union, new legal standards for wine were put
in place. Today, a new generation of winemakers have quietly begun
crafting spectacular wines and experimenting with varietals that would
have been unthinkable only a short time ago. Wine remains an important
commodity and an integral part of Spanish culture. The major wine regions
are pointed out below:

Spain

Photos top to bottom, left to right:
•View of the beautiful countryside of Castilla y León.

• Spanish architecture has influenced the traditions and
and styles of many cultures.
• Grapevines thrive in the Ribera del Duero region of
Castilla y León.
• Tempranillo is known as the ‘noble grape’ of Spain.
• Bodega Pardo Tolosa is situated in the Castilla La
Mancha region of Spain and specializes in a
number of native grape varietals.
• Map of Spanish wine regions.
• Resalte 2004 Crianza (red) label.
• Spanish flag.
Front Cover Photo:
• Spain’s Mediterranean coastline is among
the most picturesque locations in the world.
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Spanish wine terminology
Añada – vintage
Barrica – oak barrels used for aging
Blanco – white wine
Bodegas – winery or cellar
Bodeguero – winery owner or manager
Cata – technical evaluation/tasting of wine
Cava – sparkling wine
Cepa – vine or name of grape
Cosechero – grape grower
Crianza – ‘quality wine;’ one that has been
aged at least 24 months (12 of which in
oak barrels)
Denominación de Origen (DO) – to obtain
DO status, wines must meet criteria
including aspects of planting, cultivating,
harvesting, vinifying, & aging
Enología – the study of Enology
(winemaking)
Gran Reserva – a wine that appears in an
above average vintage requiring 5 years
of aging
Pago – a district or named vineyard
Reserva – a wine that has been aged a
minimum of 3 years
Sabor – flavor
Tinto – red wine
Vendimia – wine harvest
Continued from Castilla La Mancha Region

well-known for its wines for many centuries.
Cooled by the ever-present Mediterranean
breezes, these vineyards and are not
dissimilar to those along the California
Central Coast and have recently begun to
produce rich, fruity wines of high caliber.
Rueda
The final Spanish wine region represented
this month is known as Rueda, located north/
northwest of Madrid and considered one of
the finest white wine growing areas in Spain.
It is smallish in comparison to other wine
regions and only 47 bodegas are located
within its boundaries. The area itself is
relatively flat country, and can be extremely
rocky with small round pebbles and rocks
on top of the ground. The primary grape is
the Verdejo that accounts for practically all
of the Rueda’s production.

reading a Spanish wine label
In Spain, specific laws are in place to strictly control wine quality and
ensure each wine’s origen, authenticity and style. The governmental
Regulatory Council (Consejo Regulador) classifies wine into three distinct
categories: vino de mesa (table wine), vino de la tierra (regional wine),
and vino de calidad (quality wine). Quality wines are further divided
into Denominaciónes de Origen (DO) or Denominaciónes de Origen
Calificada (DOC). On the label, the winery must display the classification,
quality level (gran reserva, reserva, crianza, or sin crianza), winery name,
appellation of origin, vintage, and alcohol content.
Spain’s mandatory wine label requirements:
Winery name
Resalte
Quality Level
Crianza
(aged 12+
months in oak)
Official seal of
Ribera del
Duero

Appellation of
Origin
Ribera del
Duero
Classification
Denominación
de Origen
(high quality)
Vintage
2004

The alcohol content is also a mandatory label requirement
and can be found on the back label for this wine.

the flag of Spain
The flag of Spain consists of three
horizontal stripes of red, yellow, and red,
the yellow stripe being twice the size of
each red stripes. Depicted on the left side
of the flag is the country’s most recently
designed coat of arms, which was adopted on December 19, 1981. The
coat of arms consists of a quartered shield, each of the four quadrants
representing one of the four kingdoms that were merged to form a
unified Spain at the end of the 15th century (Castile, León, Aragon, and
Navarre). In the center of the shield is an inescutcheon with the emblem
of the reigning Spanish royal Family, House of Bourbon (a blue oval
with a red-edged border containing three golden fleur de lys). The coat
is crowned with the Spanish Royal Crown
and guarded on each side by two columns
crowned and charged with a red ribbon with
the motto “plus ultra” in gold letters (which
means “further beyond” in Latin).

Salud!

Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by Fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at: www.goldmedalwine.com

A

salute to three of Spain’s most distinguished world-class wine producers,
from among the most celebrated up-and-coming growing regions of the country.
Bodegas Resalte de Peñafiel

The Bodegas Resalte de Peñafiel as the name suggests is
situated in the village of Peñafiel, which in turn is located in
the very heart of the of Ribera del Duero DO. It is situated
some 56 Km. from the city of Valladolid, which is the capital
of the region of Castilla y León and is located near the
area’s center. The entire area is an elevated plain that is
framed by mountain ranges from the east and south and
is fed by the incredibly picturesque Duero River as it winds
it way towards Portugal.

the new wave of Spanish vintners, who seek to preserve
some of their old ways aided by the modern trappings of a
state-of-the-art winery.
Situated in the town of Albacete Alborea in the Manchuela
DO area of the Castilla La Mancha growing region, the
Bodega Pardo Tolosa is also an 80-hectare growing
operation with a modernistic winery building. Its growing
area that completely surrounds the winery is gently
undulating and is well-known for low yields, a fact that
actually aids the overall quality of its wines. Must of Bodega
Pardo Tolosa’s emphasis is on its old vines (some are 6080 years old) and the incredible quality juice the grapes
produce. These vines are located at a height of more than
700 meters above sea level and benefit from their proximity
to the cooling breezes of the Mediterranean.
Guided by noted Spanish winemaker Luis Jimenez, Bodega
Pardo Tolosa has already made a mark on the international
scene with excellent scores and top awards.
Bodega Alvarez y Diez

The winery is one of the new boutique-style wineries in
the region. It was built in 2000 with ultra modern features.
Resalte de Peñafiel is the only winery in the region that
utilizes gravity-fed juices for all of its production. Located
on 80 hectares (a little over 197 acres), its vineyards are
between 15 and 60 years old, a common age for vines in
the area. Approximately 70% of its wines are made from
the older vines, a fact that insures continuing quality.

Compared to the other featured wineries, Bodega Alvarez
y Diez is an old timer having been built in 1941. It rests in
part of the Duero River Basin, and is mostly planted to the
venerable Verdejo grape that traces its ancestry back to
the 11th Century and the reign of King Alfonso VI. It is part
of the Rueda Region that has been responsible for a great
deal of renewed interest in Spanish wines and in particular
wines from this specific area.

Resalte de Peñafiel’s first release came in 2003 and has
catapulted the winery into international prominence with
exceptional scores and awards. The company’s annual
production is around 25,000 cases, still on the small side
according to Spanish standards.

Brothers Alvaro and
Juan de Benito are
the second-generation
owners of the winery
and have devoted
a great deal of their
time to improving
their dominant estate.
A 1997 renovation
installed new equipment and modern techniques and
allowed Bodega Alvarez y Diez a new lease on life. All
barrels are stored in ancient underground caves for perfect
temperature control and the hilly, undulating vineyards allow
for nearly ideal growing conditions.

The company’s striking logo symbolizes the highest
battlements of the famous castle of Peñafiel, the ongoing
historic symbol of the city.
Bodega Pardo Tolosa
Recently, noted industrialist and Pardo Tolosa President,
Francisco Pardo, was quoted in an interview to the effect
that his new winery, despite its recent creation, combines
“technology and traditional methods of growing grapes
to enhance the characteristics of quality vineyards. In
this way, modernity is placed at the service of creating a
traditional wine with personality, a real wine.” Such it is with

Located in the town of Nava del Rey (King’s Plain), the
winery is on the left side of the Duero River, Spain’s principal
waterway for its grape-producing areas.

The International Series features specially-selected imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwine.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

featured Spanish wines
Tempranillo

2004 Resalte de Peñafiel - Crianza (Red)

(Tem-prah-nee-yo)

Crianza means ‘quality
wine’ and classifies that
the wine has been
aged 12+ months
in oak barrels.

Enjoy now until 2014

Resalte de Peñafiel’s 2004 Crianza is 100% Tempranillo grape and
represents a classic wine style from the renowned Ribera del Duero
region in central Spain. Vines in the vineyard range from 15 to 60 years old
and produce wines with deep, bright color and rich tannins complemented
by abundant fruit flavors. Awarded 3 Gold Medals, 2 Silver Medals, and
89 Points at various international competitions, the Resalte 2004 Crianza
is an excellent vintage from this up and coming winery. Well-structured,
complex and intense, this wine is brimming with red and blackberry fruits,
liquorice, toffee, spices, chocolate and hints of minerality. The long,
lingering finish offers notes of ripe red and black fruit preserves that pairs
seamlessly with roasted lamb. Aged 15 months in oak.

REORDER

• Member Price:
$22.00 /bottle* Save 21%
• Multi-Series Member Price: $20.00 /bottle* Save 29%

Tempranillo

2007 Bodega Pardo Tolosa - Senda de las Rochas (Red)

(Tem-prah-nee-yo)

Tempranillo, the ‘noble
grape’ of Spain, was
named after the Spanish
word ‘Temprano,’
(meaning early), since
it ripens sooner than the

Enjoy now until 2015

other traditional
varietals in Spain.

Produced in the small region of Albacete within the territories of Castilla
La Mancha, Bodega Pardo Tolosa’s 2007 “Senda de las Rochas” is 100%
Tempranillo and is designated as a ‘very high quality’ wine. The old vines in
the vineyard are known for developing incredible expressions of the native
varietals and the site’s close proximity to the Mediterranean allows for an
idyllic setting for producing red wines. The 2007 Senda de las Rochas
displays a maroon-ruby color with powerful aromas of dry fruits, oak, spices,
toasted seeds, and hints of cedar. On the palate, the wine is full bodied with
compelling fruit flavors and well-polished tannins that leave a lasting finish.
An excellent pairing to grilled fish or pork tenderloin. Aged 12 months in oak.

REORDER

• Member Price:
$19.00 /bottle* Save 24%
• Multi-Series Member Price: $17.50 /bottle* Save 30%

Verdejo

2005 Alvarez y Diez - Mantel Blanco (White)

(Vair-DAY-ho)
Native to Spain’s Rueda
region, Verdejo is one
of the country’s finest

Enjoy now until 2010

white grape varieties that
characteristically exudes
a unique, delicate
fresh flavor.

Alvarez y Diez has produced a distinctive, alluring wine with their 2005
Mantel Blanco that is entirely comprised of the Verdejo grape. Verdejo has
long been grown in Spain’s Rueda region and is often times blended with
Sauvignon Blanc or Macabeo. This delicious interpretation of the grape
comes from old-vines and takes on a full-bodied, round mouth feel from
the French and American oak barrel fermenting. Bright straw yellow in
color, the 2005 Mantel Blanco has a very expressive nose with tropical
fruit notes and touches of sweet spice and cocoa. The full fruited flavors
and excellent acidity make this wine best enjoyed with fresh cheeses,
mixed salads, poultry, fish, and rice dishes. Aged 12 months in oak.

REORDER
• Member Price:
• Multi-Series Member Price:

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwine.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

$20.00 /bottle* Save 23%
$18.50 /bottle* Save 29%
*2 Bottle min. order.
Prices do not include shipping.

