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SPAIN: ONE OF THE OLDEST
WINE PRODUCING COUNTRIES
EMBARKS ON A NEW REVOLUTION

There is little to dispute the fact that many of Spain’s ultra-premium wines have
continued their unparalleled march to greatness within the world’s wine canopy. While
this progression has occurred mostly during the past twenty years, it has only been
successful due to the fact that a broad base of quality had been established by Spanish
winemakers for many hundreds of years.
Spanish winemaking can be traced back many centuries and has always enjoyed
a unique place in wine history thanks to the varied soils and microclimates that can be
found throughout the Iberian Peninsula.
The past two decades have seen a renewed interest in Spanish winemaking through
financial commitment to existing wineries and a remarkable investment by a new wave
of Spaniards and outsiders through investment in boutique wineries. These smaller
artisan-style wineries can be found throughout many wine-producing countries, and
Spain is no exception. Utilizing modern state-of-the-art facilities and current
winemaking techniques, a number of these small properties have quickly
taken their places among the world’s top producing wineries.
This International Series selection involves three wineries that fit into
this collection. Three distinct growing areas are also featured that argue
well for the broad variety of grapes and wines that are currently
being produced in Spain.

Rueda Region D.O.
The Rueda Region lies in Spain’s northern central area not far from Spain’s
border with Portugal. The area is home to more than 50 bodegas (wineries) that
produce Spain’s most sought after white wines.
Famous in Spanish history, the area was a favorite of Spanish King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabella, most widely known for funding Christopher Columbus’s
magnificent voyage of discovery.
Wine is an important part of the region’s history and culture and is
sought after by wine connoisseurs in many countries. The area is actually

a sub region of the larger Castilla y Leon
Region and was the first growing area
granted DO status under the current
Spanish wine laws.
The Atlantic Ocean influences the
region’s weather, with harsh winters.
There are strong variations between
day and night temperatures allowing
for sugar content balance and acidity
maintenance.

Rioja Region D.O.
The largest and most prominent of
Spain’s vast growing regions is located
in the country’s Northeast area, not
far from the French border. Over 1,200
wineries dot this majestic landscape
that has long produced Spain’s most
respected wines.
Rioja Alavesa is a sub-area of Rioja
that features arcillo-calcareous soil
that allows it to absorb the necessary
humidity for vines to flourish. The
mountainous Sierra Cantabrias protect
the vineyards from the cold north winds
that frequent the area and provide
numerous micro-climates.
Wines from the Rioja have been
top award-winners in international
competitions for many decades and
represent the face of top Spanish wines
around the globe.

Toro Region D.O.
Toro is one of the smaller Spanish
growing regions located
immediately northwest of Rueda.

It is home to fewer
than 50 wineries
but produces an
extremely high
number of vintages
that are frequently
labeled as the best
in the country.
Given D.O. status
in 1987, the area is
famous for its bold
red wines. Many
Spanish wine writers
believe Toro D.O.
produces the best wines in Spain, a belief that is supported by the region’s
prowess in top international competitions.
The vineyards of Toro tend to be older, with many sections enjoying old
vine status. Wines are generally intense with bold structure and accompanied
by sweet tannins.

WINE REGIONS OF SPAIN
Spain’s unique location, varying geography, and wide range of
microclimates are responsible for the country’s large number of
different grape varieties and wine styles. Vineyards stretch from
the green, rolling hills of the north to the arid expanses of the
south, and all the differences between them, from weather, to
the richness of the soil, are what makes Spanish wines so special
and unique. Another factor is the elevation - overall, Spain is an
elevated plateau with very few parts of the country sitting at
sea level. While some of the vineyards are flat, many are nearly
3,000 feet above sea level, nestled into the creases of mountains.
The wine from these regions are among the best in the world!
Today, there are over 60 Spanish wine regions, and the most
significant are called out here:
Navarra
Bierzo
Rías Baixas
Valdeorras
Rioja
Toro
Cigales
Rueda
Ribera del Duero
Somontano
Conca de Barbera
Priorat
Valdepeñas
Jumilla
Jerez
Valencia
Tarragona
Penedès

Spain:
Fun Facts!

Photos, top to bottom, left to right:
•
Rioja is Spain’s most famous wine region, located in the Ebro River Valley of northeastern Spain, and
known around the world for its Tempranillos.
•

Spanish flamenco dance is a dance style developed in Andalusia, Spain. Flamenco has never been
more popular in Spain and abroad than it is today, with a new generation of flamenco performers
who have broadened the dance’s appeal to an international audience.

•

Tempranillo, arguably the most celebrated native Spanish grape, is a vibrant, aromatic varietal that
offers spicy, red fruit aromas and flavors. The grape’s name translates to “little early one,” a moniker
that references the fruit’s early ripening tendency - Tempranillo thrives even with a short growing
season.

•

Featured winery, Bodegas Garcia de Olano, is located in Spain’s Rioja region.

•

The wine regions map of Spain.

Spain produces 45% of the world’s olive oil.

•

Victoria Pariente (of featured winery, Jose Pariente) inspects her winery’s Verdejo grapes with the
help of her daughter. Verdejo is the Rueda region’s signature grape variety.

Soccer/football is the country’s most
important sport. Spain won its first World
Cup title in 2010, making them the 8th
country to have ever won.

•

The flag of Spain.

Grapes are the third largest crop in Spain
after cereals and olives.
The name Spain diverged from the word
Ispania, which means ‘the land of rabbits.’

Bullfighting is one of the biggest and most
controversial sports, but it continues to be a
big part of Spain’s history, art, and culture.
15.5% of the world’s vineyards are in Spain,
making the country the number one ranked
country in the world in terms of area
covered by vineyards.
Spain is the third largest wine producer in
the world, behind France and Italy.
Spain is the second most visited country in
the world behind France.
Spain and Portugal provide most of the world’s
cork. Cork trees flourish in the dry Meseta
region in Spain.
Spain was not part of the first or second
world war.
FC Barcelona is the biggest privately owned
stadium in the world - seating 100,000
people!
Spain has the highest number of bars out
of all the countries in the European Union.
Since 1987, October 12th has been celebrated
as Spanish National Day. It commemorates
the anniversary of Christopher Columbus’
arrival in America.

THE FLAG OF SPAIN
The current Spanish flag was adopted on
December 19, 1981. Its design is divided
into three horizontal stripes, with red on
the top and bottom and yellow through
the center. The Spanish coat of arms
is placed at 1/3 the length of the flag
(closest to the hoist) and it depicts the
country’s rich culture and historical
background. The four quadrants of the coat of arms represent
the four kingdoms that merged to become the United Kingdom of
Spain near the end of the 15th century: 1) The Castle represents
the kingdom of Castile; 2) The lion represents the kingdom of
Leon; 3) Red/Yellow Stripes represent the kingdom of Aragon;
and 4) The linked chains represent the kingdom
of Navarre. The two columns symbolize the
Pillars of Hercules and they have “plus
ultra” written across them, meaning
“further beyond” in Latin. This shows
the Spanish discovery of America and
its colonization.

Salud!
Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by Fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at: www.goldmedalwineclub.com

Discover

three of Spain’s most reputable small family wineries
from three of the country’s top wine-growing regions.

Bodegas José Pariente,

Rueda Region
Fifty years ago, José Pariente tended
vineyards in the Rueda growing area and
produced his own white wines. Pariente’s
daughter Victoria succeeded her father and
began producing the winery’s first commercial
wines. In 2008, Bodegas José Pariente entered
the modern age with new premises and stateof-the-art wine production. The new facility
stands high on a plateau in the Rueda Region
whose wine tradition dates back to the 11th Century and King Alfonso
VI. The area has always been heavily rooted in vines and is in close
proximity to the majestic River Duero that has served as the water
source for the area since olden times.
Bodegas José Pariente was the first D.O. recognized in the Rueda
Region and is located some two hours northwest of the capital city
of Madrid.
The soil in the Rueda is particularly stony, rich in calcium and
magnesium. In the higher elevations, outcroppings of limestone
are also present. Excellent air and water drainage are also favorable
aspects of this particular growing area.
The native and predominating varietal in the Rueda Region is the
stately Verdejo grape that normally produces small bunches with tiny
seeds and a thick skin. The skin gives the wines of Bodegas José Pariente
great structure and adeptly combines both floral and herbal aromas.
The Winemaker: Victoria Pariente Prieto
As with many Spanish wineries, present day winemaker Victoria
Pariente Prieto learned the winemaking skill at the arm of her father
José. Today, she constructs superb white wines that respect the
winery’s origins and have a basis in modern winemaking equipment
and techniques. She enjoys communicating the terroir and fruit of
her vineyards in a passionate and pleasurable manner that has won
accolades for her wines in numerous international competitions. Here,
too, Victoria’s father’s classic approach to winemaking is always apparent.

Bodegas Garcia de Olano, Rioja Region
A family owned and operated
winery for several generations,
Bodegas Garcia de Olano took its
present form in 1991. Francisco
Garcia de Olano and his sons
Fernando, Jose Luis and Jorge
set out to duplicate their family
tradition in the Rioja Alavesa
growing area. The family owns just less than 100 acres of prime
vineyards where the grapes are mostly Tempranillo. Grown at elevations
between 500 and 800 feet, the vines average around 40 years of age
and are always referred to as “Old Vineyards.” An incredibly thick leaf
canopy shades the grapes from the incessant summer sun, but requires
attentive pruning to insure the correct shade/sun ratio.
The cellar at Bodegas Garcia de Olano was built in 2002 and is
ultra-modern in both design and implementation. Great attention is
paid to moon cycles that govern the winery’s farming practices that

are often referred to as biodynamic wine growing.
The winery property includes a cave that dates back to the Muslim
occupation of Spain in the 8th Century that housed the earlier
winemaking attempts of the Garcia de Olano family. These early
efforts were generally sold by the liter to local customers.
Today’s wines are sold internationally from grapes produced on
the family’s estate vineyards. They have proven to be highly accepted
in international competitions and are considered on par with many
great international wines.
The Winemaker: Fernando Garcia de Olano
Bodegas Garcia de Olano is another family-oriented winemaking
team with older brother Fernando Garcia de Olano as the principal
oenologist and winemaker. Siblings Jose Luis and Jorge also help
in the winemaking as a team effort. Since their family has been in
the wine business for many generations, the Garcia de Olano Family
relies on their classical winemaking techniques to produce their
award-winning wines.

Bodegas y Vinedos Maurodos, Toro Region

Even though Bodegas y Vinedos
Maurodos has only existed since
1980, its name has always been
synonymous with the very finest
in Spanish wine and winemaking.
This can be traced directly to
Mariano Garcia Fernandez, the
Mauro Group’s General Director
and head winemaker. Garcia was formerly winemaker for the famed
Vega Sicilia, long considered Spain’s premier winery and always
placed among the supreme wineries in the entire world.
Garcia retired from Vega Sicilia in 1998 and immediately devoted
his time and expertise to Bodegas y Vinedos Maurodos. In 1994, he
began experimenting with grapes from the Toro region, an area he
considered to possess great potential for producing world class wines.
The first release of Bodegas y Vinedos Maurodos came in 1998,
and was met with great critical acclaim. The Tinta de Toro (from the
same family as Tempranillo, but adapted to Toto over the centuries)
is the principal varietal used for Maurodos wines and produces
more intense aroma and structure than other Tempranillo varietals.
The Prima line was initiated in 2003 as collaboration with Garcia’s
son Eduardo and has received great acclaim from international
competitions and periodicals.
The Winemakers: Mariano & Eduardo Garcia
Considered as Spain’s top winemaker by just about everyone
in the wine industry, Mariano Garcia is a giant figure in Spanish
wine. As the celebrated winemaker for Spain’s famed Vega Sicilia,
Garcia earned his reputation over a period of many years. His son
Eduardo has carried on his father’s tradition and has oenology
degrees from top schools in both France and Spain. Eduardo has
also apprenticed in Spain, France and California, giving him an
international perspective on winemaking. Mariano Garcia was
one of the first winemakers to recognize the Toro D.O. as a top
growing region and his presence caused additional wineries to
locate in the area.

The International Series features specially-selected, imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

FEATURED SPANISH WINES
Bodegas y Vinedos Maurodos 2010 Prima
Toro region

Bodegas y Vinedos Maurodos’ 2010 Prima is a blend of 90% Tinta de Toro and
10% Garnacha from the villages of San Roman de Hornija, Villaster, Morales
de Tor and Villafranca de Duero - all located within the Toro D.O. region of
Spain. The Tinta de Toro grape comes from the same family as Tempranillo,
but over many centuries it adapted to the Toro region, making it its own
unique varietal. Tinta de Toro’s smaller berries lead to deeper color and
more intense aroma and structure than that of Tempranillo. Stephen Tanzer’s
International Wine Cellar describes the 2010 Prima as “Deep ruby. Powerful
dark fruit aromas are complemented by notes of licorice, dark chocolate
and candied violet. Ripe and fleshy, yielding intense cassis and cherry flavors
and a suave floral nuance...finishes with excellent clarity and soft tannins.”

R E O R D E R Winery Direct: $28.00 /bottle
• Member Price:
$22.00 /bottle*
• Multi-Series Member Price: $20.00 /bottle*

91 POINTS - Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar
Enjoy now until 2018

Bodegas Garcia de Olano 2005 Mauleón Reserva
Rioja region

The 2005 Mauleón Reserva is made of 100% Tempranillo grapes, hand
selected from the Bodegas Garcia de Olano’s own 60-year-old Rioja
vineyard. This highly regarded area of Spain is known for producing some
of the best Tempranillo-based wines in the world. The 2005 Mauleón
Reserva is ruby red in color with a full bouquet of ripe fruit aromas with
touches of exquisite vanilla, nut, cinnamon, and licorice undertones. On
the palate, the wine is well-balanced, smooth, and nicely structured with
luscious, full flavors reminiscent of its aromas. Since this wine is classified
as Reserva, it is aged longer by law (18 months in oak and 36 months
in bottle) to offer an earthier, smoother expression. A classic example of
Rioja’s famed rustic varietal - Enjoy!

R E O R D E R Winery Direct: $32.00 /bottle
• Member Price:
$25.00 /bottle*
• Multi-Series Member Price: $23.00 /bottle*

Not submitted for Ratings.
Enjoy now until 2015

Bodegas José Pariente 2011 Verdejo
Rueda region

The José Pariente 2011 Verdejo comes from Spain’s Rueda region, an
elevated, dry region that sits on the Castillian tablelands northwest of the
Spanish capital of Madrid. Rueda has historically been an important winegrowing area and Verdejo has become Rueda’s signature grape variety,
producing fruity, refreshing, dry white wines with very aromatic herbaceous
notes. José Pariente’s 2011 Verdejo was made from the Pariente family’s
30-year-old vineyard that consistently contributes to award-winning wines.
Brilliant straw yellow in color, the 2011 Verdejo has intensely fresh aromas
of white fruits, citrus, and passion fruit with hints of fennel. On the palate,
the wine has fresh notes of fruit with an elegant structure and a long,
persistent finish.

90 POINTS - Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar
GOLD MEDAL - The Best Spanish Wines for USA Challenge
Enjoy now until 2016

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

REORDER
Winery Direct: $25.00 /bottle
• Member Price:
$20.00 /bottle*
• Multi-Series Member Price: $18.50 /bottle*

*2 Bottle min. per wine per order.
Prices do not include shipping.

