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ith tradition dating back

over 350 years, South Africa’s

wines blend new & old techniques to

express the unique terroir of the cape.

There is more to South Africa’s popularity ascent in world wine arenas than first meets
the eye. True, the country’s release from the political entanglements of Apartheid provided
a new stage for the country’s wine products, but the fact that many of South Africa’s existing
wine products were already world class products in the opinion of many consumers was
the overriding factor in
the country’s rapid rise
to world acceptance.
Remember that the
core of South Africa’s
winemaking colony
was European-founded
and based on classical
wine techniques and
practices. Also, its
wines always fared
well in international
competitions during the
era when the products
were still politically
unencumbered.
Most of South Africa’s wine producers continued their established practices and were able
to produce extremely high caliber wines, albeit to a much smaller international audience.
Now that all the problems are in the past, South African wines have returned to their
former lofty levels of consumption and praise in an amazingly short period of time. As in a
number of other wine-producing
countries, new wineries have
sprouted up throughout South
Africa’s vast geographical
areas to the delight of
international consumers.
Many of these wines have
captured top international
scores and ratings, a difficult
accomplishment even during
the best of times. A number
of the older properties have
modernized and upgraded their wineries, infused by the world acceptance of their
country’s suddenly popular wine products.
All these factors have contributed to the availability of many new South African
wines that are delighting the tables of wine aficionados everywhere. Gold Medal
Wine Club is proud to introduce these new South African wines to you as part
of our International Series. We trust you will enjoy these marvelous wines
from amazing South Africa.

excellent rainfall levels, deep well-drained soils and a great diversity of
terroirs make this a truly successful viticultural area. More than 160 wine
estates and producers populate the Stellenbosch area including many of
the most famous names in Cape wine. Stellenbosch, the ‘town of oaks,’
is the home to Stellenbosch University, the only university in South Africa
which offers a degree in viticulture and oenology.
The famous Stellenbosch Wine Route, the oldest in the country and
one of the most popular tourist destinations in the Western Cape, is a
must see for anyone truly interested in wine.

Ataraxia Estate,
Hemel-en-Aarde Region
Hemel-en-Aarde (heaven and earth)
lies within the well-respected Walker Bay
Appellation, South Africa’s southernmost
growing region. Its physical location, on
a commanding rise beneath the soaring
Babylons Toren Mountain Range, offers
a natural growing environment, with frostfree, soft, beneficial weather and the
most perfect clay shale vineyard soils. It
also enjoys balanced rainfall and a mild
climate that results from its closeness to
the icy South Atlantic Ocean. It is home to
a growing number of new-wave wineries
seeking specific micro-climatization for
their vineyards. The Pinot Noir grape
has been particularly successful in the
Hemel-en-Aarde growing area and has
given it much of its current reputation.

Dornier Estate,
Stellenbosch Region
Centered on the historical town of
Stellenbosch, the winemaking tradition
stretches back to the end of the 17thcentury. The mountainous terrain,

Photos top to bottom, left to right:
• The mountainous terrain of the Stellenbosch region

is one of the most celebrated in South Africa.
• The Ataraxia Estate is located in South Africa’s
Walker Bay region, specifically the Hemel-en-Aarde
Valley.
• Workers amongst the Dornier Estate vineyards.
• Wines age in top-of-the-line barrels at the esteemed
Muratie Estate in Simonsberg-Stellenbosch.
• Map of South Africa’s wine regions.
• Vines find new growth in the spring in the vineyards
of Ataraxia Estate.
• Wine Label of Muratie 2007 Shiraz.
• The flag of South Africa.

Muratie Estate,
Simonsberg-Stellenbosch Region
A designated sub region of Stellenbosch,
the Simonsberg-Stellenbosch sub region
is located in close proximity to the huge
Simonsberg Nature Preserve and slightly
northeast of Central Stellenbosch. There
are few wineries in the sub region, but they
tend to be large by South African standards.
They enjoy the wonderful amenities of the
Western Cape District, and have generally
better watering conditions than their higher
altitude neighbors.

wine regions of South Africa
Considered one of the most scenic destinations in the world, the South
African winelands stretch over a wide variety of locations - hugging valley
floors, rolling over hills, climbing steep mountain slopes, and tucking
beneath high peaks. The vineyards find influence from the two oceans
that meet at this southernmost tip of Africa (the Atlantic and the Indian
Oceans), and matched with a Mediterranean climate, distinctive and
varied topography, and unique soils, the South African winelands have
become home to world-class wines of incredible character and complexity.

Olifants River
Swartland
Tulbagh
Klein Karoo
Worcester
Wellington
Paarl
Franschhoek
Durbanville
Stellenbosch
Constantia
Robertston
Overberg
Walker Bay

(Hemel-en-Aarde)

South Africa: Fun Facts!
Table Mountain in Cape Town, South
Africa is believed to be one of the oldest
mountains in the world.
Walt Disney serves South African wine
exclusively at its United States Animal
Kingdom Lodge.
South Africa is the only country in the
world to voluntarily abandon its nuclear
weapons program.
South Africa is the world’s largest
producer of macadamia nuts.
South Africa has the oldest wine industry
outside of Europe and the Mediterranean.
The longest wine route in the world, R62,
is in South Africa.
The world’s first heart transplant was done
in South Africa in 1967 by South African
Dr. Chris Barnard.
South Africa is the sole producer of the
Mercedes Benz, C Class, right hand drive
vehicles.
According to the latest Wine Industry
Statistics, South Africa has become the
world’s 9th largest wine producer.
Although considered a “new world wine
country,” South Africa’s winemaking
tradition dates back over 350 years to
February 2, 1659, when the first wine
grapes were pressed.
The top five planted grape varieties in
South Africa are Chenin Blanc, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Colombard, Shiraz, and
Sauvignon Blanc.

reading a South African wine label
South African wine labels tend to be very similar in style to those in the
United States, defining the geographic origin of the wine grapes but not
designating quality control levels as European countries do. In 1973,
South Africa implemented their own Wine of Origin (WO) system which
defined about 60 appellations with a hierarchy of allowed production
regions and subregions. This unique classification system is important in
South Africa because there are fairly dramatic variations in terrior within
small geographic areas and it allows producers to define exactly where
the wine’s grapes originated from. The other elements on the wine label
(vintage, producer name, wine varietal/type, and country of origin) are
fairly straightforward in presentation.

Vintage
2007
Wine Varietal
Shiraz
Name of
Producer
Muratie Wine
Estate

Region
SimonsbergStellenbosch

Country of
Origin
South Africa

the flag of South Africa
Although the colors of the South African
flag do not have any official symbolism,
the horizontal Y that splits the flag in half
stands for the “convergence of diverse
elements within South African society,
taking the road ahead in unity,” according
to official South African government
information. The black, yellow, and green
colors are found on the African flag, while the red, white, and blue colors
are found in the flags of the Netherlands and the
UK, whose settlers ruled South Africa during
the colonial era. This current flag was adopted
by the Republic of South Africa on April 27,
1994 to represent the new democracy.

Cheers!
Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by Fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
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rom South Africa’s famed winelands comes three of the most
celebrated wineries, each with a distinctive style and unique tradition.

Dornier Wine Estate

If the German name Dornier seems a bit familiar to you, it
might be due to the fact that the famous Dornier bombers of
World War II were made by the same family as our Dornier
Donatus selection. In fact, wine has had a place in the Dornier
Family for centuries, culminated by the efforts of noted artist
Christoph Dornier, the current Dornier descendent and founder
of the Dornier Wine Estate. The estate itself dates back to
1694 and is comprised of 180 hectares (almost 445 acres) that
were formerly fruit and cattle farms. The estate also features
a Bodega Restaurant that is located in one of the area’s
oldest buildings, offering a remarkable dining experience in an
exquisite setting. In 2010, a six-room homestead was opened
in the historic Sir Hubert Baker property, complete with sitting
rooms and extensive gardens that complimented the almost
magical setting.
Raphael Dornier serves as the estate’s managing director,
continuing the Dornier Family’s interest and investment in the
wine estate and properties.
JC Steyn, Dornier Winemaker
A graduate of the celebrated
Stellenbosch University, Steyn
holds a degree in Viticulture and
Oenology. He apprenticed under
noted South African winemaker
Jean Vincent Ridon (Signal Hill
Winery) and also worked in Turkey.
He joined Dornier Estate six years ago and has had significant
work experience with additional South African wineries.

Ataraxia Wine Estate

A relative newcomer to the South African wine industry,
Ataraxia is the product of the husband and wife team of Kevin
and Hanli Grant. The estate comprises 50 hectares (some
123 acres) of prime vineyard land in one of the country’s most
elevated growing areas. Founded in 2004, Ataraxia is one of
the successful new-wave wineries that dot the country and
provide the emphasis for South Africa’s resurgence within the
world’s top wine producing countries. The Ataraxia vineyards
contain fourteen different
soil deposits that are
among the oldest on Earth,
and contain sandstone,
granite and shale, all
beneficial to the growing
of superior vineyards and
grapes. Currently, some 12
hectares (about 30 acres)
are planted in Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, a number that will
be doubled in the not too distant future by the winery.

The Ataraxia Estate’s tasting room occupies one of the
most spectacular sites in the entire wine world and is a must
see for any interested wine devotee. The location near South
Africa’s southernmost tip, Cape Agulhas, offers spectacular
views of the primitive South Atlantic Ocean at its scenic best.
Kevin Grant, Ataraxia Winemaker
Acknowledged as one of South Africa’s top winemakers,
Grant graduated from the University of Pretoria with an
Honours degree in Zoology. He attained a diploma in cellar
technology in 1990 from prestigious Elsenburg Agricultural
and has worked at high caliber wineries in France, Oregon,
Australia and New Zealand.

Muratie Wine Estate

This storied wine
estate can trace its
beginnings back to
1685, when it was
deeded to a German
s o l d i e r, L a u r e n s
Campher, who opted to
become a farmer. It was
located about 40 kilometers (a little more than 30 miles) from
Cape Town at the foot of the Simonsberg Mountains and in
close proximity to the town of Stellenbosch. The town would
eventually become the magnet for the early South African
wine industry and remains so today. The name Muratie was
first used for the estate around the turn of the 20th Century.
In 1927, the well-known painter George Paul Canitz became
owner of the estate and raised it to a lofty perch among South
African wine estates. Many of his paintings are still an integral
part of the estate as well as featured images on some of
the estate’s wine labels. Present owner of the Muratie Wine
Estate is the Melck Family Trust that acquired the property in
1987. The family upgraded the estate’s winemaking operation
and converted the vineyards to bio-dynamic to improve their
production. Muratie Estate is comprised of 45 planted hectares
(a bit over 112 acres) that are all hand farmed and irrigated
after harvest. It is considered one of the finest and most historic
wine estates in South Africa.
Francois Conradie, Muratie Winemaker
Conradie studied Agriculture (Viticulture and Oenology)
at Stellenbosch University after which he spent eighteen
months in London, where he was exposed to the European
wine industry. Back in South Africa he started working at
Boschendal for four years. During this time he worked at the
well-known Chateaux Pichon Longville Comtesse de Lalande
in Bordeaux for a harvest season, as well as a harvest season
in the Rheinhessen region of Germany. In 2005, he joined
Muratie Estate as winemaker/farm manager.

The International Series features specially-selected imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

featured South African wines
Cabernet
Sauvignon
& Cabernet
Franc

Dornier 2006 Donatus (Red Blend)
Dornier Estate’s 2006 Donatus Red Blend is comprised of 96%
Cabernet Sauvignon and 4% Cabernet Franc, produced from two
premium estate vineyards that yield exceptional fruit year after year.
The 2006 Donatus comes from an exceptional vintage (one of the
better harvests of the decade) and it possesses all that we love in a
rich red blend - the best of refined “old world” concentration balanced
with “new world” boldness. Wine Enthusiast magazine awards the
2006 Donatus 90 Points: “This alluring blend starts with aromas of
black cherry, violets and black currant, leading into waves of black fruit
and spice. Structured but smooth, it has a classic ageable quality.”

Stellenbosch region
The Cabernet Sauvignon
lends aromas dominated by
fragrant black currant and
cassis, while the Cabernet
Franc provides the freshness

REORDER

and delicate violet aromas.

• Member Price:
$24.00 /bottle* Save 20%
• Multi-Series Member Price: $22.00 /bottle* Save 27%

Elegant and polished!

Muratie 2007 Shiraz

Shiraz

The Muratie 2007 Shiraz was produced from three different
vineyards on the estate, one dating back to 1975. These dryland
vineyards with rich mountain soils are exceptionally well suited to
yielding concentrated berries. This 2007 Shiraz is deep red in color
with aromas of ripe fruits and floral subtleties. A sweet spiciness
and light notes of caramel and vanilla balance out the full body and
ripe tannins. Wine Enthusiast magazine awards the Muratie 2007
Shiraz 92 Points and names it an Editor’s Choice: “Assertive and
intense with a dark cocoa, black cherry and violet nose, this wine is
smooth, dark and mysterious. An elegant sultry wine...”

Simonsberg-Stellenbosch
region
Winemakers often choose to
label their wines “Syrah” or
“Shiraz” based on a stylistic
difference. Syrah wines are
thought to be more similar to
Northern Rhone reds (more
refined & tannic) while Shiraz

REORDER

wines are similar to New World

• Member Price:
$29.00 /bottle* Save 28%
• Multi-Series Member Price: $26.00 /bottle* Save 35%

examples (riper, more fruitdriven & easily approachable.

Chardonnay

Ataraxia 2009 Chardonnay

Hemel-en-Aarde
region

The Hemel-en-Aarde Valley
is a beautiful, cool, maritime
appellation that yields some
of the best Chardonnay in

2007

South Africa. These wines
have incredible finesse,
balance and depth, proudly
holding their own in the
international arena.

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

Atarazia’s 2009 Chardonnay was produced in a minimalist, noninterventionist winemaking approach and the result is a beautifully
focused wine that manages to be both subtle and intense. Its rich
core is profound yet graceful and poised with expressive notes of
grapefruit, white peach, ripe pear and grilled hazelnuts. Creaminess,
intriguing complexity, and compelling intensity define this world-class
Chardonnay. Wine & Spirits magazine awards the 2009 Chardonnay
91 Points and Stephen Tanzer praises it with 91 Points as well. The
Chardonnay also garnered 4 out of 5 Stars from Platter’s South
African Wine Guide.

REORDER
• Member Price:
• Multi-Series Member Price:

$29.00 /bottle* Save 28%
$26.00 /bottle* Save 35%

*2 Bottle min. per wine per order.
Prices do not include shipping.

