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fter 350 years of
winemaking, South African
wines are now appreciated
around the world!
Throughout its lengthy and sometimes storied history, the South African wine
industry had consistently proven that it belongs among the world’s top wine producing
nations. Able to trace its roots and first plantings back as far as 1655, and its first
export attempts as early as 1699, South Africa’s wines have even withstood the rigors
of a political system that made its wines unavailable to much of the world. With its
modern democratic government system now firmly in place for the past thirteen-plus
years, the wines of South Africa have quickly and justifiably ascended to positions
among the world’s top wines.
The reasons for these successes are abundantly apparent to the real wine
aficionado. First and foremost, are the marvelous growing conditions that exist
throughout most of South Africa’s expansive growing regions. In many aspects,
these fertile growing areas closely resemble California’s extended growing zones.

South Africa has seventeen established growing districts and more are expected in
the future as the country’s wine industry expands.

South Africa’s free-ranging
lion population, an
estimated 2700 animals,
lives mostly in and around
Kruger National Park.

The most coveted soils and climate can be found around Stellenbosch, South
Africa’s second oldest city and the hub of South Africa’s upscale wine production.
Rimmed by several mountain chains and the willing recipient of a spectacular and
consistent annual climate, Stellenbosch is remarkably similar to, and is usually
compared favorably with California’s Napa Valley. The region produces primarily
red wines, with an emphasis on the classic Cabernet Sauvignon grape.
Stellenbosch also holds the distinction of
annually producing the most award-winning
South African wines in international competition
while enjoying the internal reputation as the
country’s top wine producing region. About
eighteen percent of the entire country’s production
originates around Stellenbosch, making it the
largest of the nation’s wine producing areas.
The post-Apartheid era has also been
good for South Africa’s exports, primarily fueled by an international curiosity
to taste wines that were mostly unavailable for decades due to the international trade sanctions placed on the country.

The scope of South Africa’s wine production has also changed during
the immediate past with particular emphasis on planting and producing

both Sauvignon Blanc and Syrah.
South Africa’s unique gift to the wine
world, the Pinotage grape (a cross
between the venerable Pinot Noir and
the Cinsault), is still produced in
somewhat limited quantities and is
considered a splendid representative of
the emerging South African wine
production industry. The South African
equivalent of appellation is called the
Wine of Origin or, WO, and currently
applies to around 60 different locations.
The remainder of the country’s wine
laws are similar to many other countries
and are rigidly applied to all production.

Generally, many of South Africa’s
wines are considered in the “fun to drink
category” by many of its converts.
Earthy is the descriptive adjective most
used when describing the country’s
large selection of reds and, in particular,
the Cabernet Sauvignon.

South Africa’s winemaking has been
influenced by a number of countries
including France, Italy and Germany.
More recently, a number of techniques
developed in California have found a
beneficial home in
South Africa’s wine
industry.
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3. Sustainable vineyards are prevelant
4. Sun setting over the Stellenbosch District
5. Blossoming Jacaranda trees
6. De Wetshof Estate Winery, Robertson District
7. Map of South Africa’s wine regions
8. Inspiring South African sunset
9. South African Wine label
10. New South African flag,
Coat of Arms
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Helderberg Mountain Vineyard

It must be considered as something of a modern
viticultural miracle that South Africa has accomplished
so much in such a relatively short period of time. If it
was not for the country’s rich historical wine history,
this would not have been possible. Remember, the
South African wine industry is more than 350 years old
and contained many vocal proponents prior to the
relatively recent trade sanctions.

Nowhere can you find a more fervent spirit of development than in
today’s burgeoning South African wine industry, both in the planting
and marketing areas.
Many wine industry insiders, along with
knowledgeable consumers, are pleased with these
recent developments and look forward to continued
growth and improvement of South African wines,
many of which are already considered world-class.

South Africa’s wine growing districts

In 1973, with the introduction of the Wine of Origin System, South
Africa’s winelands were divided into a series of official regions, districts,
wards and estates (in decreasing order of size, depending on the
subdivision structure). South Africa’s vineyards are mostly situated in
the Western Cape near the coast. The traditional viticultural regions of
the Cape Peninsula and surrounding regions have a mainly
Mediterranean climate with warm, dry summers and good winter rainfall,
making irrigation unnecessary. Currently, there are over 260 wineries in
South Africa’s wine country, and the number grows every year.
Coastal Region Districts:
Swartland
Stellenbosch
Tygerberg
Cape Point
Constantia
Tulbagh
Paarl
Darling
Klein Region Districts:
Calitzdorp
Upper Langkloof
Olifants River Region
Districts:
Lutzville Valley
Citrusdal Valley
Citrusdal Mountain
Breede River Valley
Region Districts:
Breedekloof
Worscester
Robertson
Swellendam
Districts not part of a Region: Overberg, Walker Bay, Douglas, Cape Agulhas
Wards not part of a Region: Ceres, Cederberg, Lower Orange, Prince Albert Valley

Featured Wine Growing Regions
of South Africa
Breede River Valley Region:
Robertson District & Robertson Valley

De Wetshof Estate is located in the “valley
of vines and roses”, the Robertson district’s
lime-rich soils make it suitable for racehorse
stud farming and also, of course, for good
wine. The construction of a major dam at
the beginning of the century brought reliable
and inexpensive irrigation and this led to the
proliferation of Robertson’s many wine
estates. Situated in the Breede River Valley
region, the average annual rainfall is around
400 mm. Although summer temperatures
can be high, cooling south-east winds from
the coast — less than 100km away —
channel moisture-laden air into the valley.
Today, Robertson is renowned for the quality of its wines and while traditionally considered white wine territory and known for its
Chardonnays, it is also the source of some
of the Cape’s most revered Shiraz.

Coastal Region:
Stellenbosch District, Helderberg
Valley Range, & the Koelenhof Area

Mulderbosch Vineyards and Waterford
Wine Estate are situated near the beautiful
historical town of Stellenbosch which lies in
the centre of South Africa’s premier wineproducing district and boasts a winemaking
tradition that stretches back to the start of
the 17th century. Stellenbosch University is
the only university in South Africa with a
viticultural and oenological department and
many of the country’s most successful
winemakers studied there. Conditions in this
district are particularly well suited to many
of the noble vine varieties. The Hutton and
Clovelly soils of the valley floors give way to
more granite soils on the mountain slopes.
The average rainfall varies from 600 to 800
mm a year. The rapidly increasing number
of wine estates and producers (in excess of
110) include some of the most famous
names in Cape wine.

reading a South African wine label

South Africa has specific laws in place to strictly control wine quality and
ensure each wine’s origin, authenticity, and style. The Wine and Spirit Board
oversees these regulations by keeping the Wine of Origin and Integrated
Production of Wine schemes in check. These laws also standardize wine labels.
South Africa’s mandatory and optional wine label requirements:

(m) = mandatory information on label; (o) = optional information

vintage 2003 (m)

varietal and term
Red wine (m)

wine region of origin
Stellenbosch (m)
alcohol content
13.5% (m)

name & address of
producer/brand
owner on front or
back label (m)

the flag of South Africa

winery name
Mulderbosch (m)

bottle volume
750 ML (m)

country of origin
South Africa (m)

Wine & Spirit Board
Authenticity Seal
applied on bottle (m)

This is current and most recognizable South African
national flag and it first flew on 10 May 1994, the day
Nelson Mandela became president, two weeks after
the country’s first democratic election. The national
flag was designed by a former South African State
Herald, Mr. Fred Brownell. The design and colors
are a summation of principal elements of the country’s
flag history. Individual colors, or color combinations hold different meanings for
different people and therefore no universal symbolism is attached to any of the
colors. This is the only six-colored national flag in the world. The design of the flag
begins at the flagpost in a “V” form and flows into a single horizontal
band to the outer edge of the fly. This is interpreted as the
convergence of diverse elements within South African society,
taking the road ahead in unity. The theme of convergence and unity
ties in with the motto “Unity is Strength” of the previous South African
Coat of Arms.

Cheers! (greeting - good luck)
South African summer sunset.

wine name
Faithful Hound (o)

Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at www.goldmedalwine.com/members

wines of South Africa
2005 Chardonnay, De Wetshof Estate,
Robertson

Chardonnay
(CHAR-doh-nay)
Pastel yellow in color,
presenting a freshness
with an intense
fruit-filled bouquet.
Crisp, clean and
pleasantly dry
on the palate.

De Wetshof is a highly acclaimed family owned winery
located in Robertson, just 100 miles southeast of
Cape Town. Owner Danie De Wet is the pioneer
winemaker of Chardonnay in South Africa and is
internationally recognized for his contributions to
South Africa’s wine industry. This multi-dimensional
wine is distinguished by remarkably rich aromas and
a complexity of yeasty-nutty flavors interwoven together in layers of light oak and hints of vanilla. This delicious
“Napa Valley” South African Chardonnay won a hard-to-get Silver Medal at the Concours Mondial de
Bruxelles International Wine Competition and was honored in the Top Ten at the Diners Club Awards. Aged
in oak 10 months; 100% Chardonnay. The 2005 Chardonnay DeWetshof Estate is a superb example of De
Wet’s craftsmanship.

• enjoy now or up to 2010

Shiraz
(Shi-raaz)
One of the classic wines
of South Africa.
A delicious,
full bodied red wine
that pairs nicely
with spicy meat dishes
prepared in the
South African style.

REORDER

• half case (6) $138 / $23.00 btl. Save 34%
• full case (12) $264 / $22.00 btl. Save 37%

2003 Kevin Arnold Shiraz, Stellenbosch

Located in the Helderberg mountain range in the well-known
Stellenbosch area, Waterford Winery is owned by the Ord
and Arnold families. Each vintage of Kevin Arnold Shiraz is
named after one of the children; the 2003 vintage is dedicated
to Katherine Leigh — the daughter of Jeremy Ord. This wine
was awarded 90 Points in the International Wine Cellar:
“Bright ruby-red. Exotic aromas of black raspberry, roasted
meat, flowers, tobacco and nuts, with savage notes of leather
and cigar ash. Sweet, lush and seamless, with impressive
breadth to the flavors of black raspberry, smoked meat,
leather and truffle. Dusty, late-arriving tannins give this a firm
edge. Should make a flexible dinner table companion.” This Shiraz shows just how great South African wine
can be. 94% Shiraz, 6% Mourvèdre.

• enjoy now or up to 2013

REORDER

• half case (6) $132 / $22.00 btl. Save 42%
• full case (12) $252 / $21.00 btl. Save 45%

2003 Mulderbosch Faithful Hound, Stellenbosch

Mulderbosch
(MUL-der-bosh)
The Faithful Hound label
celebrates the memory of
the dog who when
abandoned by his master,
kept a three year vigil
outside the cottage on the
Mulderbosch farm
waiting for his return.

• enjoy now or up to 2013

Reorder on-line: www.goldmedalwine.com/members
Reorder toll free: 800-266-8888
www.goldmedalwine.com

“Mulderbosch Winery is widely accepted as being one of the best wine
producers in the country, and Mike Dobrovic, one of the most talented
winemakers in South Africa” writes South African wine writer John
Platter. This well-crafted blend earned a Bronze Medal at the
International Wine and Spirit Competition and a second Bronze
Medal at the Old Mutual Trophy Wine Show. The winemaker’s notes
read: “A deep ruby color. Blackcurrant, coffee, nutmeg, all spice, forest
floor and mulberry aromas entice the nose. This follows through on the
palate together with ripe plum, intense blackberry and voluptuous vanillas
giving the wine great structure and complexity that sees the 2003
Faithful Hound as the best yet!” The wine is very food friendly and will
pair well with game birds, roast beef, lamb potjie, steaks, meat stews,
ratatouille, and strong cheddar cheese. Aged 18 months in French oak.
53% Cabernet Sauvignon; 34% Merlot; 6% Shiraz, 3% Malbec, 3%
Cabernet Franc.

REORDER

• half case (6) $108 / $18.00 btl. Save 25%
• full case (12) $204 / $17.00 btl. Save 29%
You may choose any combination of the above wines to receive
the half-case and full-case pricing. Prices do not include shipping.

T

his International Series selection presents the wines from three of
South Africa’s rapidly emerging wine cadre, two are located around the city of
Stellenbosch, and the third is from the prestigious Robertson Valley. All are
considered prime examples of the new emerging South African wine industry.
The first selection of wine comes from the viticultural region of South Africa, the Robertson Valley,
which lies in the folds of the Riviersonderend and Langeberg Mountains, some 160 kilometers (under
100 miles) due east of Cape Town. The wine is from the eminent De Wetshof Estate, a South African
winery with a legendary wine history dating back to 1693, when the original De Wet family immigrated to South Africa. The present owner of the De Wetshof Estate is Danie De Wet, a multi-generation
descendant who is considered to be South Africa’s premier maker of top quality Chardonnay. De Wet
is a graduate of the heralded Geisenheim Wine Institute in Germany, long considered one of the
world’s most celebrated wine schools. He has produced multitudes of award-winning chardonnays
that tend to be closely compared in style to the classic Chablis of France’s upper Burgundy Region.
The location of the Robertson Valley and its rich limestone base, less than 100 Kilometers (a little
over 62 miles) from Agulhas, Africa’s southernmost point, is perfect for the cold-loving chardonnay to flourish. The chilling
currents from the southern oceans causes cooling winds to blow inland on summer afternoons, thereby freshening the
vineyards and providing the Chardonnay with a much needed infusion of zest that nourishes the vines. Winemaker Danie
De Wet pictured.

The second International Series wine from the Waterford Wine Estate, is one of the great
Stellenbosch Region entities, and is the combination of two families, the Ords and the Arnolds. The
winery is nestled within the Helderberg Valley Range outside Stellenbosch and was founded in 1998.
The principals are Jeremy Ord and Kevin Arnold, with the latter serving as Waterford Estate’s winemaker.
Arnold served as winemaker at several top wineries before joining forces with Ord (the former head
of an international technology group) just before the turn of the millennium. Waterford Wine Estate
consists of approximately 120 hectares (about 288 acres) of planted fruit, which at this point, consists mostly of red varietals.
The selection of the 2003 Waterford Kevin Arnold Shiraz (the current release of the multiple international Gold Medal winner)
is a prime example of what can be accomplished by a master winemaker in a relatively short time. It is also an excellent
representative of the style and passion employed by many of South Africa’s emerging wineries. The flowing fountain on
the Waterford label further symbolizes the exuberance of what the owners call “The Waterford Way” and the distinctive
wines associated with Waterford Wine Estate. Winemaker Kevin Arnold and family pictured.

Mulderbosch Vineyards traces its beginnings back to 1692 and the infancy of South Africa’s wine
industry. It is a relatively small farm (21+ producing hectares, a little over 50 acres) located in the prime
Koelenhof Area of the Stellenbosch District and was resurrected in 1989 after nearly a century of
viticultural inactivity. An interesting side result, locally called the wind tunnel effect, benefits the
Koelenhof growing area by cooling the vineyards during the long, hot summer months. One of
Mulderbosch’s partners, winemaker Mike Dobrovic, is generally acknowledged as one of South
Africa’s leading white wine producers and has generated numerous international awards during his
career. The Mulderbosch Vineyards selection is called the Faithful Hound and is named for a large
and hairy farm dog named Bos who maintained a three-year vigil after the farm’s owner abandoned
him. After his own death, Bos was buried under the apple tree where he maintained his vigil. The wine itself is a long finish
meritage blend of Bordeaux varietals, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Shiraz, Malbec and Cabernet Franc, and is generally
considered one of Stellenbosch’s finest reds. Winemaker Mike Dobrovic pictured.
These three outstanding International Series selections are an accurate reflection of modern South African
wine production, presently considered among the best in the entire world.
It is our ongoing pleasure to bring International Series wines to your attention.

The International Series features imported, hard-to-find wines of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

800-266-8888
www.goldmedalwine.com

“Bringing you the best small
wineries since 1992”

