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Located in an area historically known as Rancho Catacula, Somerston
Wine Company was founded by Alan Chapman and Craig Becker in a perfectly
secluded corner of eastern Napa Valley. Alan purchased the Napa Valley estate
in 2005 and after teaming up with wine industry veteran Craig Becker, decided
to enter the wine business. He decided to name the entity Somerston, which is
a combination of Chapman’s relative Somers (who ran his family’s fortuitous
shipping operation) and the word ton, to further denote his shipping heritage.
The Somerston Wine Company estate occupies some 1,628 acres and is
made up of two distinct plots of land, separated by only a ridge line. The first
piece, known as Soda Valley, was originally called the Priest Ranch and was
settled during the 1849 California Gold Rush. It was comprised of 638 acres and
was mostly used for cattle and farming. The second section of Somerston is 990
acres of rolling, volcanic land and was originally settled in 1841. It became known
as Elder Valley in 1877 and its first grapes were planted in 1970. The combined
properties sit at elevations of between 800 and 2,400 feet and provide an
incredible number of potential growing sites.
Craig Becker serves as Somerston Wine Company’s general manager
and winemaker, and is personally responsible for the estate’s entry into the
rarified air of super-premium Napa Valley wineries. After earning a degree in
wine and viticulture from UC Davis, Becker became the winemaker for Napa
Valley’s prestigious Spring Mountain Vineyard, one of St. Helena’s most revered
wineries. His achievements at Spring Mountain lead him to consult for a number
of Napa Valley’s most respected wineries before helping Alan Chapman launch
the Somerston Wine Company in 2005.
Becker ensures that each Somerston release is highly selective, with
the intention of showcasing only the best of outstanding fruit grown on the
property. From its early accomplishments, Somerston Wine Company seems
firmly headed toward Napa Valley stardom with no limits to its success.

Accolades & Tasting Notes
93 POINTS
- The Wine Advocate

The 2010 Stornoway is Somerston Wine Company’s third release, showing
the potential of the amazing estate. This Bordeaux-inspired red blend was sourced
from Somerston’s best Merlot vineyard, Stornoway block 4, and best Cabernet
Franc vineyard, Oriental block 25. When paired together, this fruit perfectly
complemented each other and resulted in a rich, concentrated, balanced, and
elegant wine. Aromas of blueberry, espresso, violets and oak spice jump out of
the glass, while flavors of dark red fruits, spice and blueberry entice the palate.
This is an exquisite wine and one of winemaker Craig Becker’s top achievements.
Aged 28 months in oak. 89% Merlot, 11% Cabernet Franc. Enjoy now until 2020.

Retail Price at the Winery:

$90.00 / bottle

For your special Members-Only discount,
please login to your account at GoldMedalWineClub.com
800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

These special discounts are available only to club members, gift recipients and gift givers.
DP+0514

*2 bottle min. per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included. Call for details.

