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SOUTH AFRICA STRADDLES
THE OLD AND NEW WORLDS
WHILE SUCCESSFULLY EXPRESSING
THE UNIQUE TERROIR OF THE CAPE.

While the world wine revolution has been well documented, perhaps the finest example
of upscale wine ascendancy can be found in South Africa. Its roots trace back as a supply station
for the Dutch East India Company, who used (in error) South African wines to ward off scurvy for
sailors continuing on the historic spice route.
Even though its beginnings can be traced back to 1655, and its first export attempts to
1669, it is the post-Apartheid (1994 onward) period that has propelled South Africa to its present
position as a world leader in top quality wine production.
Many insiders consider this evolution as something of a modern viticultural miracle that
South Africa has accomplished so much in such a relatively short period of time. If it was not the
country’s rich historical wine history, (remember, the South African wine industry is more than
350 years old) this would not have been possible.
		
The actual scope of South Africa’s wine production has also changed
during the immediate past with actual emphasis on planting and producing
both Sauvignon Blanc and Syrah. Additionally, South Africa’s matchless gift
to the wine world, the Pinotage grape (a cross between the venerable Pinot
Noir and the Cinsault), is still produced in limited quantities and is considered
a remarkable representative of the newly-fueled exploding South African
wine industry.
		
The South African equivalent of appellation, called the Wines of
Origin or, WO, was enacted in 1973 and currently applies to around 60
different locations. It classifies wines by geographical units, regions, districts
and wards and is based on the French appellation laws. Regions and districts are based largely
on political boundaries while wards are mostly defined by terroir characteristics. This WO
system is diligently applied and assures quality on the labels and in the wines themselves.
The first decade of the 21st Century has produced a plethora of high quality
wines and wineries according to most industry insiders. It has also brought into the
country a number of internationally-respected wine figures - Zelma Long of Long
Vineyards, Robert Mondavi Estates, Simi Winery, and Chandon Estates, Phil Freese
of Robert Mondavi Estates, and winery magnate Charles Banks of Screaming
Eagle - along with a host of younger and hungrier South African winemakers.
Some of this latter group have benefitted from the fact that some of the older

Region Spotlight:
Stellenbosch, South Africa

vineyards have been overlooked in the country’s
larger wineries’ race to quality and quantity.
Today, South Africa exports about
6.35 million cases annually from slightly
more than 245,000 acres under vine. Chenin
Blanc (over 18 percent) and Cabernet
Sauvignon (over 12 percent) are the most
planted varietals, along with Colombard
(11 percent), Shiraz (almost 10 percent),
Sauvignon Blanc (9 percent), Chardonnay
(8 percent), Pinotage (6.5 percent), and
Merlot (6 percent) rounding out the other
top varietals.
The changing of the political climate
in South Africa has also brought about the
existence of black-owned wineries in the
country. Through various Black Economic
Empowerment (BEE) programs, black
ownership and involvement in wineries and
vineyards has steadily increased. Sometime
in 1997, a new winery called New Beginnings
was founded in the Paarl Valley and was soon
followed by Thandi (Paul Culver Estate) in
Elgin. In 2001, the Mont Rochelle Mountain
Winery in the Franschhoek Valley became
the first wholly black-owned winery in South
Africa. It was purchased by a Congolese
businessman named Miko Rwayitare
and continues operation today.
		
Such is the diversity
associated with the modern South
African wine industry. On one hand,
the old traditions are still in place
that produce top quality wines for
worldwide consumption. When you
add a multitude of new vintners and
winemakers all eager for improvement
and bent on innovation, the entire
wine industry is forced to keep pace
and progress forward.

Geographically speaking, the entire growing area is part of the Western Cape
Province, the fourth largest of South Africa’s nine provinces. It is L-shaped, and covers
an area of around 50,000 square miles, roughly the size of the State of Louisiana. It
is bordered by both the Atlantic and Indian Oceans and benefits from the varied
diversity of waters (the warm Indian Ocean and cold Atlantic Ocean). It also features
a Mediterranean-type climate, with cool, wet winters and warm, dry summers, ideal
for growing the highest quality grapevines. It is always associated with California’s
Napa Valley, which is possibly the finest growing region in the world.
The City of Stellenbosch is located some 30 miles east of Cape Town and
is the home to more than 140 wineries, many endorsed as ultra-premium wineries.
Stellenbosch Valley is bounded by several mountains including the Simonsberg
Mountains to the southeast. The soils of the area range from dark alluvium to clay
and take advantage of the well-drained and hilly terrain.
Along with the Paarl and
Franschhoek Valleys, Stellenbosch
Valley forms the Cape Winelands,
the largest of the South African wine
growing regions. No visit to Cape
Town, the capital city of the region,
is complete without a visit to one
or more of the viticultural pockets
that ring the City of Stellenbosch,
more correctly referred to as the
Stellenbosch Wine Route.

WINE REGIONS OF SOUTH AFRICA
South Africa's vineyards are mostly situated in the Western Cape
near the coast. Here, the winegrowing regions are influenced by
one of the two mighty oceans that meet at this southernmost
tip of Africa - the Atlantic and the Indian oceans. The maritime
influences of regular coastal fog and cooling sea breezes,
matched with a moderate Mediterranean climate, distinctive,
varied topography, and diverse soils, makes for an ideal setting
to produce wines of unique character and complexity. South
Africa has a winemaking tradition and history dating back over
350 years that blends the traditional elegance of the Old World
with the fruit-driven, experimental styles of the New World.
Olifants River
Picketberg
Tulbagh
Swartland
Paarl
Worcester
Stellenbosch
Overberg
Walker Bay
Robertson
Swellendam
Klien Karoo
Calitzdorp

South Africa:
Fun Facts!

South Africa has the oldest wine industry
outside of Europe and the Mediterranean.
The Karoo region in the Western Cape
of South Africa is home to some of the
best fossils of early dinosaurs. In fact, it is
estimated that some 80% of the mammalian
fossils found to date were found in the
Karoo.

Photos, top to bottom, left to right:
•
Simonsig Estate is located in the famous Stellenbosch Winelands with majestic views of the
Simonsberg Mountain.
•

The Springbok Antelope is South Africa's national animal.

•

Cape Dutch architecture is a traditional Afrikaner architectural style found mostly in the
Western Cape of South Africa. Most Cape Dutch buildings in Cape Town have been lost to
new developments, but the traditional buildings can still be seen in the historical towns of
Stellenbosch, Swellendam, Tulbagh, and Graaf-Reinet.

•

Harvest workers pick Pinotage fruit at the Simonsig Estate in Stellenbosch.

•

The current South Africa Coat of Arms was adopted in 2000. The design includes the Motto,
meaning 'Diverse People Unite.' The ears of wheat are an emblem of fertility and signifies
the agricultural aspects of the earth. The elephant tusks symbolize wisdom, strength,
moderation and eternity. The figures are derived from South African Rock Art images. The
spear, knobkierie and shield are symbols of defense and authority. The secretary bird is
shown in flight and is a symbol of divine majesty. It is depicted in gold, which symbolizes its
association with the sun and the highest power.

•

Harvest workers at Stellenbosh Estate hand-pick fruit for the winery's esteemed wine portfolio.

South Africa is the second largest exporter
of fruit in the world.
South Africa has the longest wine route in
the world.
There are more than 2,000 shipwrecks off
the South African coast, most dating back
at least 500 years.
South Africa is extremely rich in mining
and minerals. It is considered the world's
leader with nearly 90% of all the platinum
metals on Earth and the top ranking gold
producing country, producing around 41%
off all the world's gold.
Table Mountain in Cape Town is believed to
be one of the oldest mountains in the world.
The world's deepest mine is a gold mine
in South Africa, reaching a depth of 11,749
feet. Most mines descend about 3,300 feet.
Three of the five fastest land animals live
in South Africa - the cheetah (63 miles per
hour), the wildebeest, and the lion.
South Africa has the third highest level of
biodiversity in the world.

THE FLAG OF SOUTH AFRICA
The flag of South Africa was adopted
on April 27, 1994, after Nelson
Mandela was elected President, and
to represent the new democracy
of the county and to reflect the
political transformation. The flag
has horizontal bands of red and blue
that are separated by a central green band that splits into
a "Y" shape. The "Y" embraces a black triangle on the hoist
side. Narrow bands of yellow and white are also part of the
design, making the South African flag one of the most colorful.
Three of the colors - black, green, and yellow - are found in
the banner of the African National Congress. The other three
colors - red, white and blue - are shown
in the old Transvaal flag, the Dutch
Tricolor, and the modern flag of the
United Kingdom. The "Y" shape is
said to represent the convergence
of South Africa's diverse society
and the desire for unity.
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One

of south africa's most reputable wine estates, simonsig estate
upholds the legendary winemaking status of the malan family.
Simonsig Estate is a model for many of today's top South
African wine producers. It continues to produce extremely high
quality wines that excel in international competitions.

The view from the famous Simonsberg Mountain gives
name to Simonsig Estate, our International Series selection. The
estate, located some 30 miles southeast of Cape Town, traces its
roots back to 1688, when French Huguenot Jacques Malan first set
foot on the Cape (as it is known in South Africa). Many generations
of the Malan Family later, the late Frans Malan became one of the
true pioneers of the South African wine industry. He purchased the
property that is today’s Simonsig Estate in 1964, and produced the
first bottled Simonsig Estate wines in 1968. In 1970, he introduced
three European varietals (Chardonnay, Gewurtztraminer and
Wiesser Riesling) to South Africa and also introduced the concept
of utilizing small French oak barrels to age his wines. Malan also
produced South Africa’s first sparkling wine, the famous Kaapse
Vonkle, modeled after the great Champagnes of Northern France.
His innovations and desire to produce superior wines have
cemented the Simonsig Estate’s legacy in the area locally known
as the Cape Winelands.
Frans Malan’s sons, Pieter, Francois and Johan carry on
their father’s lasting legacy. A grandson, Francois-Jacques is the
fourth generation of his family currently working at the winery.
Pieter is the administrative and marketing head of the company,
while Francois is the viticulturist. Johan is the cellarmaster and
winemaker of the more than 72,000 case annual production winery.
Simonsig is also the largest privately-held estate in South Africa.
Along the way, Simonsig Estate has captured a bevy of
national and international awards for its collection of superior
quality wines. Simonsig’s 'Tiara' Bordeaux-style blend won Best
Estate Blend in the World Wine Championships and the company’s
red and white entries won Best South African Red and White
categories at the Wine and Spirit Championships several years
ago. In 2005, the winery took the top Veritas awards with Three
Double Gold Veritas along with a single Gold Medal. The first
Wine Magazine Cap Classique Challenge winner went to Simonsig’s
Kaapse Vonkle in 2003.

The Winemakers: Johan Malan & Debbie Thompson
Johan Malan, one of the three Malan brothers, is the
cellarmaster and head winemaker for his family's wine estate. An
enology graduate of the acclaimed Stellenbosch University, Malan
has guided the winemaking efforts of Simonsig Estate for the past
31 vintages. Having grown up on the vineyard that was founded
by his father Frans, Malan feels that he knows the potential of
every vineyard and that knowledge helps him decide what wine
that each batch of grapes will be used for.
Malan is a proponent of the 'Quality originates in
the vineyards' axiom. "The winemaker must have an intimate
knowledge and experience with vineyards and soils," he began.
"The winemaker must nurture what nature provides so the wine
becomes an extension of the vineyard and reflects its sense of
origin and place."
Johan Malan had been a frequent
traveler to most European wine producing
countries, while also including California
and Australia. He believes that his
winemaking has been influenced by
the concepts he encountered on his
travels. Malan also admits that France's
Cote Rotie has inspired his winemaking
for a long time. "I enjoy the perfumed
elegance of their Shiraz. It has always
been a benchmark to aspire to. I also
admire the intricacies of Burgundy and
its understated elegance," he added.
Malan credits his father for his accumulated successes,
along with his former Professor of Oenology at Stellenbosch
University, Joel van Wyk.
Debbie Thompson joined the
legendary Malan family in 1999 and
since become their red winemaker.
She has a strong practical streak and
follows a winemaking philosophy
of keeping things as simple and
true to their original state. She
firmly belives that one shouldn't
manipulate the grapes too much
through mechanical, chemical, or
technical means.
Debbie earned her Bachelors
of Science degree in Oenology at
the University of Stellenbosch and
has become an incredibly talented
winemaker in her own right.

The International Series features specially-selected, imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

You Save 20%-45% off the winery retail price!

New! Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing*

Simonsig 2011 Redhill Pinotage
Stellenbosch region

92 POINTS

- Robert Parker's The Wine Advocate

4 1/2 STARS

- John Platter Wine Guide

GOLD MEDAL

- Concours Mondial de Bruxelles
Competition

Pinotage is South Africa's signature varietal, first bred there in 1925 as a cross
between Pinot Noir and Cinsaut (Cinsaut was known as 'Hermitage' in South
Africa during that time). The 2011 Redhill Pinotage is a selection of the best
lots from the famous red hills of the Simonsig Estate. The red soil originates
from decomposed shale and granite, and is considered to be the best soil
for producing red wines because of both good drainage and moisture
retention capacity. Dense, opaque red in color, Simonsig's 2011 Redhill
Pinotage shows layered aromas of black fruit and sweet plum with notes
of cinnamon and vanilla. The woody elements are delicately integrated with
smooth tannins that linger on the fruit-filled finish. Enjoy now until 2021.
Save
24%-35%
online!

Membership
Level

Retail Price
at Winery

2/3-Btl. Members:

$38.00
$38.00

4+Btl. Members:

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

24+

$29.00 $27.33 $26.50 $25.67
$29.00 $26.50 $25.25 $24.83

Simonsig 2014 Sunbird Sauvignon Blanc
Stellenbosch region

Simonsig Estate has bottled Sauvignon Blanc since 1978, giving meticulous
attention to site and clonal selection, as well as continuous enhancement in
the vineyards. In the last 10 years, Simonsig has mastered their Sauvignon
Blanc production and it has become one of the winery's best offerings. The
2014 Sunbird Sauvignon Blanc offers great clarity and expresses aromas and
flavors of green melon, asparagus, green figs and subtle hints of pineapple.
These tropical notes, plus crisp acidity, makes for a fresh, fruit and long-lasting
white wine. This Sauvignon Blanc is named 'Sunbird' for its lively, vibrant
appeal. Its green tropical notes are also reminiscent of the vivide Malachite
Sunbird that often flies over the Cape's Fynbox Hills where this Sauvignon
Blanc is grown. Enjoy now until 2019.
New Release. Medals Forthcoming.

Save
22%-45%
online!

Membership
Level

Retail Price
at Winery

2/3-Btl. Members:

$18.00
$18.00

4+Btl. Members:

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

24+

$14.00 $12.33 $11.50 $10.67
$14.00 $11.50 $10.25 $9.83

Simonsig 2011 Merindol Syrah
Stellenbosch region

92 POINTS

- Robert Parker's The Wine Advocate

Simonsig Estate's much honored Merindol Syrah (a name taken from the
Malan Family Coat of Arms) is a premium quality, oak-matured Syrah from
a selected single vineyard site in South Africa's Stellenbosch region. The
vineyard was planted in 1996 to the best Syrah clones available and it has
resulted in a number of award-winning Syrahs over the years. Simonsig's
2011 Merindol Syrah is a rich, velvety, powerful and full-bodied wine with
an elegant hint of violets. Sweet aromas soften this masculine wine, while
an abundance of dark fruit is well integrated with notes of vanilla and
cinnamon. Gentle use of oak complements the luscious layers of berries
and cherries that are supported by well-structured yet soft tannins. Enjoy
now until 2021.
Save
20%-30%
online!

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

Membership
Level

Retail Price
at Winery

2/3-Btl. Members:

$44.00
$44.00

4+Btl. Members:

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

24+

$35.00 $33.33 $32.50 $31.67
$35.00 $32.50 $31.25 $30.83

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special Wines.

