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Garagiste
[gar-uh-zheest’] noun - A French term used to describe
independent, artisan winemakers crafting small batches
of wine in garage-type settings and not yet
discovered by the mainstream.

WINE CLUB

San Rucci Winery

Owners & Winemaker: Bill and Anthony Merz
Location: Camarillo, California

Bill and Anthony Merz spent many years as winemakers for large
wineries in California’s Central Valley before deciding to form San Rucci
Winery a short while ago.
“We are from an Italian family and have always made wine on the
side for our family and friends,” informed Anthony Merz, 32. “At one point
we decided to take the chance and make some of the wines our families and
friends enjoyed. We wanted to make wines in the Italian style that generations have sworn by.”
Bill Merz graduated in enology from Fresno State in the mid-1980’s and worked for a host of wineries including
Capello Winery and The Wine Group. He began teaching his son, Anthony to make wine when he was a toddler and was
delighted when Anthony spent some seven years with the formidable E.J. Gallo complex in Modesto.
“Making large amounts of wine was fine,” continued Anthony Merz, “but we wanted to attempt to produce some
small lots with distinctive features. We knew of the Cabernet Franc’s relationship to a number of Super Tuscan wines and
that became our goal. We made the wine in a style that we both enjoyed and left it up to the public to decide on its merits.”
San Rucci Winery produces a microscopic 200 cases per year and this month’s Garagiste Wine Club feature is the
first wine the company released in 2019. “We will add a Rosé and sparkling wine sometime this year to our portfolio, but
our aim is to stay small and produce incredible wines,” Merz added.
The San Rucci Winery label was designed by an Australian artist and focuses on
an antique wine press that has been prevalent and served the family’s needs for many
decades. “Everything we do revolves around our heritage,” Anthony Merz continued.
“We hope our customers and friends enjoy our wines as much as we do.”
The fruit for the Cabernet Franc was actually grown in dry, desert-like terrain about
30 miles east of Oceanside. “We were alerted to this vineyard by a mutual friend who
worked in the San Diego area. The Cabernet Franc vines thrived in this environment
and produced grapes with intense, concentrated flavors we knew would be perfect for
our wine. Given the varietal’s close association with a number of Super Tuscans, my
Dad and I figured we were onto something special,” he finalized.
It is a great pleasure to introduce our Garagiste members to this remarkable wine
and its colorful owners and winemakers.  Enjoy!

San Rucci 2017 Cabernet Franc
San Diego County



54 cases produced

A pristine deep ruby color sets off this excellent Cabernet Franc. The nose features ripe plum and red
berries and leads to a mid-palate of spicy jam and smoky black pepper notes that tease the senses. The finish
is soft and full and tends to linger before it fades. This is a great wine with pizza filled with meats or with an
appetizer of hard salami, zesty cheese and hearty Italian bread dipped in olive oil. 100% Cabernet Franc.
Alcohol 14.0%. Aged in neutral French Oak for 12 months.  

Gold Medal Wine Club Price: $32.00 / bottle

To order, visit the Wine Store at www.GoldMedalWineClub.com or call 1-800-266-8888
*2 bottle minimum per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included. Call for details.

