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Napa Valley

For the brother and sister team of Miles and Ryan
MacDonnell, the entry of Round Pond Estate into the ranks of
upper-echelon Napa Valley wine producers is simply the
prolongation of their generation into the world of wine growing
and winemaking.
Starting as early as 1978, the siblings’ father Robert began
acquiring property in and around the central town of Rutherford
in the very heart of the Napa Valley. By bits and pieces,
MacDonnell obtained ownership of more than 366 plantable
acres, a fact that made him one of the more important
growers in the entire valley. For two decades, MacDonnell
and his family sold their fruit to nearby wineries including
Robert Mondavi, Beaulieu Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards
to name a few.
“Sometime around 1992,” recounted Miles MacDonnell,
“we began making a little wine for us, but it was just a
barrel or two. Our vineyard manager made the wine and
we drank it amongst ourselves. At the time, we were selling
all of our grapes to outside wineries.”
The number of homemade cases grew steadily
until it reached around 200, but MacDonnell
recalled that the wine was mostly “made for fun.”
That all changed in 2001 when Miles returned
to the family estate and saw an opportunity for
developing quality standards for individual blocks
of vineyards that his family owned. “We were
basically custom growing for our clients and each
wanted some individual characteristics for their
vines that we were happy to provide. I saw that
each one would take the grapes and make them
into their own wines, and each one was different.
We started making our own wines from each block
we owned and we were able to compare them to
the others from the same block. It was an incredible
opportunity for us to learn from our customers and
also provided the impetus for the development of
Round Pond Estate into a commercial winery.”

For the record, Round Pond is named after a
pond close to Lake Frederick in West Point, New
York. Robert MacDonnell’s father taught at West
Point and Robert recalled his favorite childhood
watering spot as the perfect name for the family’s

new winery venture.

The first release of around 950 cases of Round Pond Estate
came in 2002, and was immediately received with great
validation from both the wine industry press and consumers
alike. The production has grown steadily over the past twenty
years and will reach around 35,000 cases this year, the majority
of which falls under Round Pond’s secondary label, “Kith & Kin.”

		
In 2007, Round Pond added a tasting facility and
state-of-the-art winery complex to their incredible gardens
scenario that made Round Pond one of Napa Valley’s
premier destinations. The fact that it is located across the
road from the iconic Caymus Vineyards on the Rutherford
Crossroad makes the winery development easy to locate.
The additional attraction of olive groves that produce high
quality olive oils is added dressing to the already fabulous
setting.
		
Miles MacDonnell admits that he does all the ‘fun
stuff’ for the winery that includes all vineyard management
(and also for the rest of the winery’s customers) and
control of the production side of the Round Pond
Estate business. His sister Ryan, a former
investment banker in New York who is also a
lawyer, is left with the job of selling and marketing
the wines.

“We are still a small, family business,”
MacDonnell concluded, “and Ryan and I are
incredibly lucky to live and work with our family
on family land. We grew up camping out in these
vineyards, exploring the river, and riding fourwheelers up and down the valley. As a family, we
enjoyed the farm-to-table lifestyle before it was
fashionable and the philosophy is a perfect fit for
our company, with its estate winery and olive mill.”

After more than forty years of growing some
of the finest wine grapes in Napa Valley, and twenty
years of crafting their own estate wines, the
MacDonnell family remains dedicated to their
time-honored traditions and goal of creating pure,
expressive wines from the heart of Napa Valley.

It is a pleasure to present Round Pond Estate
to our Platinum Wine Club members this month.
Enjoy!
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2017 Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford Estate, Napa Valley

93 POINTS

—The Tasting Panel

92 POINTS

—James Suckling

91 POINTS

—Wine Spectator
Hand crafted entirely from Round Pond’s
Rutherford Estate vineyard in Napa Valley,
the 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon is the perfect
blend of Old World and New World. The wine
bursts from the glass with alluring aromas of
ripe blackberry, bright cherry and minerality,
reflecting the infamous ‘Rutherford Dust,’ while
the palate is creamy, rich, and generous with
flavors of plum and cocoa and hints of green
peppercorn, licorice and tarragon. Elegant and
supple, this Cabernet Sauvignon illustrates
refined tannins and a pleasing granite-like
finish that reflects the diverse flavors found on
Round Pond’s Rutherford estate vineyard. This
wine is ready to be enjoyed now and will age
gracefully over time. Aged 20 months in oak.
77% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Petit Verdot,
7% Malbec, and 4% Merot. Enjoy!
INSTANT
Membership Rewards Pricing*

Winery Retail Price
$75.00/btl.

2-Bottle Members:
4-Bottle Members:

2+
btls.

6+
btls.

12+
btls.

$66.00 $64.33 $63.50
$66.00 $63.50 $62.25

Dear Platinum Wine Clu
b Members,
We truly hope you enjoy
our Round Pone Estate
flagship wine...the beauti
2017 Rutherford Estate
ful
Cabernet Sauvignon. A
true reflection of that sig
Rutherford dust, this Cab
nature
ernet Sauvignon embod
ies an Old World meets
World style. The Rutherfo
New
rd Cabernet Sauvignon is
handcrafted entirely fro
Rutherford Estate, sourcin
m our
g from the top 5% of the
property.
Round Pond Estate is a fam
ily-owned and operated
winery, olive mill and vin
covering 460 acres of lan
eyard
d in the heart of Ruthe
rford, which is in essenc
heart of Napa Valley. We
e, the
are the largest contigu
ous vineyard in the AVA
supply 65% to 75% of our
and
fruit to many of our fellow
vintners, only keeping the
top 30% for our own win
e program. Alongside the
vines, we cultivate orchar
gardens and olives and run
ds,
one of only two olive mi
lls in Napa Valley.
Our soils are considere
d some of the best in the
entire Napa Valley and
our part to ensure that
we do
quality continues. We pra
ctice sustainable farming
are certified ‘Napa Green’
and
and a ‘Fish Friendly’ ope
ration due to our proxim
the Napa River and Conn
ity to
Creek. Stewardship of the
land that we ourselves live
along with our children
on
is of the utmost importan
ce, and we certainly believ
is expressed in the bottle.
e that
We invite you to enjoy one
of our exceptional tastin
g and/or culinary experi
at Round Pond Estate nex
ences
t time you are in Napa Val
ley. An experience I pro
you will never forget!
mise
Without any further ado
...please pop that cork and
enjoy!
Cheers,
Miles MacDonnell
Co-Owner
Round Pond Estate Vineya
rds & Winery

You Save 12% to 17%
off Winery Retail Price

Add a Plus! Bottle to your next wine delivery
$45-$60 per delivery

The Plus! Program automatically adds on one special wine to each
regularly scheduled wine delivery, or as often as you like! Plus! wines
are all highly-rated, very small production wines with availability too
limited for all regular club members to receive. For more information,
visit: GoldMedalWineClub.com/plus

This month’s Platinum Plus!
Featured Wine:

Paradise Ridge 2015
‘The Convict’ Zinfandel,
Sonoma County

93 Points - Wine Enthusiast magazine
470 Cases Produced

Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special-Offer Wines.

1-800-266-8888www.GoldMedalWineClub.com

