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What do you do if you are a highly successful orthopedic
surgeon in Columbus, Ohio and you suddenly have an urge to try
something completely foreign to your established regime?
If your name is Dr. Robert John Nowinksi, you develop a formula
that allows you to pursue what you call your “passion project” owning and operating a successful winery in California’s Napa Valley.

Nowinksi, 49, is a Cleveland native with degrees from John
Carrol University and Ohio University. He credits his residency
director in medical school with first introducing him to the wonders
of wine.
“He was a wine collector who enjoyed sharing his expertise
with his residents and he introduced a number of us to a
number of outstanding wines and to the fact that certain wines
complimented certain foods. It all made sense to me and I was
asked to speak at a surgical conference in the Napa Valley that
really opened my mind.”
A number of years later and with numerous visits to Napa
Valley under his belt, Dr. Nowinski had an epiphany that he
remembers clearly.
“It was an afternoon in 2009, and I had finished my
surgery early. I sat down and decided it was time for me
to act. I called several wineries I had become friendly
with and asked their advice. I called my lawyer and put
the business in motion. I agreed to purchase several
tons of premium grapes and arranged for them to be
custom crushed. All of this happened quickly during
the afternoon. Five hours later, I was in the wine
business for real.”
The original production for Robert John Vineyards
was a minuscule 250 cases and was met with immediate
positive feedback.
Were you surprised with consumer reaction to your
wines? “Not at all,” Nowinski quickly replied. “I always
intended to produce a phenomenal product, it was part
of my business plan. I had learned that great grapes
produce great wines, so I sought out the very finest
grapes that were available. While most Napa fruit sells
for around $5,500 a ton, I was paying almost twice that
for my grapes. I don’t regret that decision for one
minute - the scores we have received proved the
superiority of what we purchased.”
An important aspect of Robert John Vineyards’
business plan was to market their products to high-end

markets in major cities throughout the country. Special emphasis
was placed on ultra-quality restaurants whose patrons would not
shy away from expensive wines with colorful stories.

“In my opinion, the story behind the wine is as important as the
actual product. I was interested in the science behind winemaking
and its ultimate effect on one’s palate. When we sold our wine, we
presented facts and features that sommeliers and interested wine
servers connected with. It was my approach to marketing and it
seems to have worked.”
Nowinski’s wife Candice is the operations director and
sales and marketing manager for Robert John Vineyards. She
has directed the grass roots movement that has propelled the
winery into Napa Valley’s upper echelon of producers, both cult
and famous.

“We owe a great deal to our restaurant clientele,”
Nowinski related. “You can go to a large number of high-end
places in any major city and find our wines on their lists. We
are in thirteen states and are happy with the direction our
winery has taken.”

Robert John Vineyards operates a tasting room and
production facility in downtown Napa City that is
viewable by appointment only.
The impressive label was designed by Dr.
Nowinski himself. “The gold bar has always been a
symbol of excellence,” he explained. “Since my name is
on the label, I wanted something that looked nice. The
black on the label provides good contrast and makes
the words stand out. The labeling on our reserve
products is even more impressive. It’s all part of our
marketing idea.”

Robert John Vineyards has also made the most
of its Ohio roots. An extremely fine restaurant chain
whose owner was from Columbus now features its
wines. And, a new project by the winery will feature
wines that will be aged in special oak barrels made
from Ohio oak that will hold Robert John Vineyards’
Cabernet Sauvignon.
Time and circumstance have proven that Dr.
Robert John Nowinski’s game plan for his winery has
reached fruition. The winery currently produces
around 1,500 cases annually.

We are delighted to introduce our Platinum
members to this excellently conceived winery. Enjoy!

The Best Wine Club on the Planet. Period.
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2014 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley

— Tasting Panel

91 POINTS

— Wine Enthusiast
magazine

950 cases produced
The Robert John Vineyards’ 2014 Cabernet
Sauvignon comes from the D’Ambrosio Vineyard
in the highly regarded Coombsville appellation
of Napa Valley. 2014 was one of the best
vintages California has seen - with consistently
warm days and cool nights that produced wines
with ripe flavors, ample structure and balanced
acidity. This Cabernet Sauvignon is an excellent
representation of the vintage and the vineyard,
with aromas of black currants, tobacco and
vanilla and flavors of cassis, blackberries, and
dark chocolate. Full bodied and complex, this
wine has a broad mouth feel, coarse tannins
and a solid structure that will allow it to age
gracefully for many years to come. Aged 30
months in oak. 93% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3%
Petit Verdot, 3% Malbec and 1% Cabernet
Franc. Enjoy now until 2024.
INSTANT
Membership Rewards Pricing*

Winery Retail Price
$90.00/btl.

2-Bottle Members:
4-Bottle Members:

2+
btls.

6+
btls.

Dear Platinum Wine Clu
b Members,
My first visit to the Nap
a Valley was on a busine
ss trip to attend a conven
fresh-faced orthopedic sur
tion. As a
geon starting a new practic
e with a group of other sur
my wine palate was lim
ited to Australian Shiraz
geons,
and Corona Light. On the
of my stay in Napa, there
first night
was a group dinner I atte
nded with the more est
fellow members of our new
ablish
practice. Wine was ordere
d and was nothing like I had ed
tasted before; rich, juicy,
full bodied, jammy Cabern
ever
et was the wine of choice
mesmerized.
and I was

I spent the next few years
learning everything I cou
ld about wine. History, pro
AVA’s, grapes, winemake
duction,
rs - everything. In additio
n, I tasted all the wine I cou
(and quite honestly, som
ld afford
e wines I couldn’t afford!
). And from this knowledge
borne a new passion - a
quest was
passion to create great Cab
ernets that would stand
the great cult Cabernets
up against
California had to offer. Act
ually, not just stand up aga
but defeat them in blind
inst them,
tastings.

RJV wines are created lite
rally with hand-selected
gra
four growers in the Coo
mbsville AVA in the southe pes. We have relationships with
astern area of the Napa
our winemaker, Patrick Sab
Valley and
oe, visits our dedicated blo
cks throughout the year to
that come harvest time, he
ensure
has no doubt as to which
grapes we will use for tha
year. Our ability to sele
t vintage
ct the best grapes combin
ed
winemaking process, allo
with our modern yet art
ws us to produce the bes
isanal
t wine we can, year after
year.
We are proud to share our
2014 vintage with you. 201
4 was a great vintage charac
by warm, abundant sunshi
terized
ne.
tannins, and is quite approa You’ll find this wine has ample structure, finely bal
anced
chable today with the abi
lity to age nicely. We always
make wines for ourselves
say we
and share them with oth
ers.
with you and we are con
fident you’ll enjoy this rich We are happy to share this wine
, unforgettable wine.
Cheers,

Robert John Nowinski

12+
btls.

$68.00 $66.33 $65.50
$68.00 $65.50 $64.25

You Save 24% to 29%
off Winery Retail Price

Add a Plus! Bottle to your next wine delivery
$39-$49 per delivery

This month’s Platinum Plus!
Featured Wine:

The Plus! Program automatically adds on one special wine to each Vineyard 1869 2015 Zinfandel,
regularly scheduled wine delivery, or as often as you like! Plus! wines
Amador County
are all highly-rated, very small production wines with availability too
limited for all regular club members to receive. For more information, 95 Points + Double Gold Medal - CA State Fair
Double Gold Medal - American Fine Wine Comp.
visit: GoldMedalWineClub.com/plus
437 Cases Produced

Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special-Offer Wines.

1-800-266-8888GoldMedalWineClub.com

