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More than a decade ago, Martin Gauthier was running a
successful electrical energy business in Montreal that involved
selling energy throughout Canada’s widespread provinces. At one
point, he became interested in wines and began collecting bottles
of his favorite French Burgundies and top Rhône varietals.

Nearly five years passed and Gauthier and his wife Isabelle
moved to Northern California where his wine passion continued to
grow.
“We began looking for a property that was well suited to
growing great Rhône fruit, since the wines of the Rhône Valley
were my choice to drink,” he recently recalled. “We looked all
over and eventually came upon Rideau Vineyard that proved
almost perfect for what we wanted to accomplish.”

Rideau Vineyard was the handiwork of Iris Rideau, a New
Orleans native that had conceived the vineyard nearly thirty
years ago. In addition to being the first African American
woman to own a winery in California, Iris Rideau was
approaching her eightieth birthday. In 2016, she agreed to
allow the Gauthiers to purchase the 23-acre property located
in the Central Coast’s Santa Ynez Valley’s Los Olivos District
AVA growing area.
“Rideau Vineyard was a perfect fit for us,” Martin
Gautier recounted. “The microclimate is absolutely
perfect for Rhône varietals. We have planted additional
Rhône varietals and now have fifteen acres under vine.
All of our estate wines are grown on our property.”
The Rideau Estate is more than just a growing
site, in fact, a great deal more. An historical adobe, El
Alamo Pintado Adobe, was built in 1884 and is
incorporated into the Rideau Vineyard complex that
is a well-established destination for many Southern
California weekend travelers.

“The original rose garden and its environs are
absolutely charming,” remarked Gauthier. “It’s all
about our objective of representing the total wine
experience for our guests. It’s also about our longterm goals of creating world-class Rhône varietals
that rival our French cousins. They are considered
among the world’s finest wines and we want our
wines to be considered their equals.”

To that end, Sonoma-born winemaker Adrienne
St. John became the Rideau Vineyard expert in
winemaking. She is a fourth-generation winemaker
of the iconic Pedroncelli Family that has made wine

for almost a century in Sonoma’s hallowed grounds.

“It was my interest in Rhône varietals and the direction Rideau
Vineyard was heading that caused me to join the Rideau
winemaking team,” St. John offered. “Anyone who wants to produce
topflight Rhône varietals gets my attention. Since joining Rideau, I
feel we have never looked back.”
At this point, the winery produces between 7,000 and 8,000
cases each year, but it is the intention of Martin Gauthier to increase
the production until it reaches the 10,000-case mark. “At that
level, it is still possible for us to control the quality of our wines.
If we get any larger, the volume represents a bit of an obstacle,”
he added.

The Rideau Vineyard label is a story unto itself.
According to Isabelle Gauthier, who oversaw the new labeling
process, “The rose is the symbol of our place in history and our
ongoing connection to the historical aspect of the adobe. Since
we want everyone who visits to experience this relationship on
a personal basis, the rose is the symbol we chose. We also
decided to change the pattern on the label for each wine we
produce. From the great reaction we have received from our
customers, I feel our label has been quite successful.”

		
Rideau Vineyard buys a certain amount of
fruit to augment its non-Rhône wines. The contracts are
all with local growers whose fruit the winery feels
meets their exacting standards. “We visit our growers
and see how they develop their grapes. Most of our
growers are on long-term contracts that provide us
with extremely high-quality fruit that goes into our
wines. The success we have enjoyed with our
portfolio speaks for itself.”
It is refreshing to see a relatively new venture
(even though the winery has been in existence since
1996) make a mark so quickly in the ultracompetitive world of high-end wines.

Martin and Isabelle Gauthier seem well suited
to making Rideau Vineyard a real force to be
reckoned with in the future. The fact that the place is
a destination spot for many travelers is a boon for
the company and the exposure it receives makes it a
successful long-term project.

It is our great pleasure to introduce the
magnificent red blend of Chateau Duplantier by
Rideau Vineyard to our Platinum Wine Club
members. It is a wine you won’t soon forget.

The Best Wine Club on the Planet. Period.

Rideau | 2015 Château Duplantier Red Blend, Santa Barbara County
94 POINTS

— Robert Parker’s
The Wine Advocate

550 cases produced
The Chateau Duplantier Red Blend has been
in the Rideau Vineyard program since the
beginning (almost twenty years!), and always
features the same four grape varietals: Grenache,
Syrah, Mourvedre, and Petite Sirah. This unique
take on the classic Rhône-style ‘GSM’ blend has
garnered substantial popularity over the years,
and one sip of this new 2015 vintage reveals
why. There is an intensity of black fruit and
dark chocolate notes that are complimented by
lighter, more acidic notes of pomegranate and
fresh blueberries. Underneath these elements
lies a pleasant level of Chai spice, cardamom,
cloves and cinnamon, and just a hint of pink
peppercorns. Silky tannins carry this incredible
range of flavors through the long, lingering
finish. Aged 22 months in oak. 36% Syrah, 24%
Mourvedre, 20% Petite Sirah, 20% Grenache.
Enjoy now until 2025.
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Martin Gauthier, Owner
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INSTANT
Membership Rewards Pricing*

Winery Retail Price
$49.00/btl.

2-Bottle Members:
4-Bottle Members:

2+
btls.

6+
btls.

12+
btls.

$42.00 $40.33 $39.50
$42.00 $39.50 $38.25

You Save 14% to 22%
off Winery Retail Price

Add a Plus! Bottle to your next wine delivery
$39-$49 per delivery

The Plus! Program automatically adds on one special wine to each
regularly scheduled wine delivery, or as often as you like! Plus! wines
are all highly-rated, very small production wines with availability too
limited for all regular club members to receive. For more information,
visit: GoldMedalWineClub.com/plus

This month’s Platinum Plus!
Featured Wine:

Adaptation 2015 Cabernet
Sauvignon, Napa Valley
92 Points + EDITOR’S CHOICE
- Wine Enthusiast

Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special-Offer Wines.  
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