Garagiste
[gar-uh-zheest’] noun - A French term used to describe
independent, artisan winemakers crafting small batches
of wine in garage-type settings and not yet
discovered by the mainstream.
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SERIES

Rancho San Miguel Winery

Winemaker: Michael Adair
Location: Russian River Valley

Founded in 2008 by Michael Adair, Rancho San Miguel Winery
is a tribute to the people who worked the land since tribal times.
In fact, the name of the winery even conjures up visions of early
California and its great land grants that shaped the state and
the very beginnings of the California wine industry.
Michael Adair has worked over twenty-five years in the wine industry, with previous experience
at Robert Mondavi Winery, Domain Chandon Winery, and the iconic Grigich Hill Estate before establishing
Rancho San Miguel. Over the years, he involved himself in as many different aspects of the business as
possible and while he was mostly working in Napa Valley, Michael was drawn to nearby Sonoma where the
entire northern California wine experience really began. He was also fascinated that many of the vineyards
there had been owned by multiple owners over the years.
In 2008, Michael found twenty acres of Zinfandel off Russian River Road that had been planted in 1920.
He jumped at the chance of owning it. Not only did he love the Zinfandel grape and its weedy, gnarly looking
vines, he was truly inspired by the beautiful Russian River Valley property. Michael Adair is probably just
the second or third owner of the property since it was planted.
Rancho San Miguel’s first Old Vine Zinfandel release
garnered the prestigious Chairman’s Award at the Orange County
Fair Wine Competition - the highest honor at one of the state’s
most difficult competitions. He has since focused exclusively on
Old Vine Zinfandel and produces less than 500 cases of it each
year. It is a level Michael has maintained since the start and
one he doesn’t expect to grow much in the future. He is limited by
the number of actual vines on his property and his meticulous
growing and winemaking methods that yield very low numbers.
We hope you enjoy this passionate Garagiste producer and his
excellent wine.

Rancho San Miguel 2012 Old Vine Zinfandel
Russian River Valley
450 Cases Produced

Rancho San Miguel’s 2012 Old Vine Zinfandel comes from legendary vines planted in
1920. Brilliant garnet red in color, this wine has a deep core of bright raspberry, soft, smooth
dark cherry, and a bit of Italian plum. As the wine opens, notes of mocha, fig, vanilla and
spice come through in the aromas and flavors. Overall, the mouthfeel is soft and silky yet
powerful and extremely well-balanced. Enjoy now until 2022.

Gold Medal Wine Club Price: $34.00 / bottle
To Order, Visit the Wine Store at GoldMedalWineClub.com
or Call 1-800-266-8888
*2 bottle min. per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included. Call for details.

