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WITH A WINEMAKING HISTORY DATING
OVER 4,000 YEARS OLD, PORTUGAL
OFFERS THRILLINGLY DIFFERENT
INDIGENOUS WINE GRAPE VARIETALS
AND WONDERFULLY DIVERSE TERROIR .

The fact that Portugal was named best wine region to visit by USA TODAY in 2014
came as no surprise to wine industry insiders. When you add the actuality that Portuguese
wines have consistently placed extremely high among the world’s top wines for the past
decade, you get the idea that the Portuguese are doing something right.
Long a haven for dessert wines (Portuguese ports have been revered by practically
everyone for the past two hundred years), modern Portuguese wineries have cropped up
ever since Portugal joined the European Union in January of 1986 and international funding
became available to the country’s mostly rural economy. Formerly bucolic areas suddenly
became accessible and smart investors (generally Portuguese) jumped at the opportunity.
No industry benefitted more than the enduring Portuguese Wine Industry. Smaller
growers and wine producers received huge subsidies and grants that vastly improved
winemaking facilities and vineyards. Small boutiques (quintas) revolutionized
Portuguese winemaking and succeeded in establishing Portugal as an international
market for more than port, madeira and Mateus.
		
Wine growing regions suddenly sprung up in areas that had seldom
seen vineyards and wineries, mostly state-of-the-art thanks to the huge influx of
EU monies. Roads were widened and accompanying hotels and restaurants (as
well as visitor facilities) became as fine as any in the country.
Obscure regions such as this month’s featured Alentejo Region (see Region
Section) benefited due to its closeness to Portugal’s main visitor stream in the Capitol
of Lisbon. In no time the Alentejo was considered the equal to Portugal’s dominant
Porto and Duero Regions.
		
Plaudits should also be given to Portugal’s youthful cadre of
winemakers. By adopting the popular new world style so successful in other countries,
the vintners suppressed the old feelings of many wine aficionados that considered
Portugal’s reds and whites as musty and old fashioned. They also embraced the
philosophy of adding proven varietals (cabernet sauvignon, merlot and syrah to
name a few) to their country’s assortment of native varietals and were smart
enough to select beneficial climates and soils for their plantings.
The Portugal wine experience of today offers a gigantic choice of
venues, styles and differential characteristics. Some insiders say there is a

Portuguese wine that is made to
fit any and all tastes.
A final aspect of Por tugal’s
ascendency in world circles is the marvelous
price/value relationship most of its wines
offer the consumer. Whether it is found in
a shop or restaurant, Portuguese wine will
generally outperform its pricier cousins,
sometimes in huge proportions.

Region Spotlight:
Alentejo

M a n y o b s e r v e r s c re d i t t h e
Alentejo (translated as ‘Beyond the
Tagus’) Region with leading the modern
Portuguese wine revolution. The region
is immense and covers nearly a third of
the country, is sparsely populated, and
is mostly given to cereal production.
Coincidentally, the area was formerly
noted for its exceptional cork production
and remains so under its new role as
an exceptional wine-producing region.
The area is located east southeast
of the Capitol of Lisbon, is composed of
generally flat plains, and contains one
of Portugal’s most challenging climates.
Temperature swings in this part of Central
Portugal are the widest in the country and
therefore present the greatest challenges
to winemaking. The Alentejo Region
produces two distinctive styles of wine, a
traditional Alentejo (fermented in clay pots)
as well as the modern, fruit-forward newworld style that has become the backbone
of the modern Alentejo Wine Region.
		
Most varietals are of
Portuguese origin with the exception
of the Rhone’s venerable syrah
that has made significant inroads
within the region. Red wines are
the renowned varietals of the
Alentejo Region that are described
as fruity, easy-drinking wines with
soft tannins and a legion of new
followers that began more than two
decades ago. A small smattering
of cabernet sauvignon can also be
found in a number of blends within
the confines of the Alentejo. Alicante
bouschet, trincadeira, aragones
are other widely-planted varietals
within the area.
Soils within the region
are alluvial with generous
outcroppings of limestone,
schist and granite, perfect
settings for the raising of
quality vineyards.

The Alentejo Region has become a favorite of international wine lovers and
has changed dramatically during the past two decades. New hotels, restaurants
and touristy location now dot the countryside that artfully blends the old and
new. Carts and black-clad women still occupy some of the roads to provide an
incredible ambiance for the lucky wine traveler.

WINE REGIONS OF PORTUGAL
The country of Portugal occupies a long, narrow strip down the
western seaboard of the Iberian Peninsula, bounded by the Atlantic
Ocean to the west and south and the country of Spain to the north
and east. Portugal’s physical environment various enormously, with
colder, mountainous regions in the north, dunes and pine forests
in the central region, and warmer, gently rolling hillsides and
plains in the south. There are several distinct geographic regions
within Portugal, and thus a wide range of wine grape growing
possibilities. Interestingly, Portugal has more indigenous wine grape
varietals than any other country, which has lead to an abundance
of incredibly unique wine styles that can’t be found anywhere else.
Vinho Verde
Tras-Os-Montes
Porto, Douro
Tavora-Varosa
Lafoes
Bairrada
Dao
Beira Interior
Encostas D’Aire
Ribatejo
Carcavelos
Lourinha
Torres Vedras
Arruda
Alenquer
Bucelas
Colares
Palmela
Setubal
Alentejo
Tavira
Lagoa
Portimao
Lagos

Portugal:
Fun Facts!

Lisbon, Portugal is older than Rome, and
among the oldest cities in Europe.

Photos, top to bottom, left to right:
•
Herdade Paco do Conde offers winery visitors a carriage ride through the estate vineyards at
their Alentejo property.
•
Antao Vaz is a rare indigenous white wine varietal that originated in the region of Alentejo,
Portugal. The grape characteristically produces wines with lively aromas, full-bodied palates,
with notes of tropical fruits and fresh minerality.
•
Herdade Das Barras spares no expense when it comes to sourcing premium French and American
oak casks, used for aging their premium wines from the Alentejo region.
•
The owners behind Herdade Paco do Conde (siblings Jose, Luisa, and Miguel Castelo Branco).
•
Grapes are hand-picked at Alentejo’s Herdade Das Barras winery.

Portugal’s most famous export and its
national drink is Port - a fortified wine made
by adding grape spirit, or brandy, to the wine
before fermentation ends, making it sweet
and very alcoholic at around 20 percent.
Portugal is the largest cork producer in the world,
supplying 70% of the world’s cork exports.
Portugal has more indigenous grape
varieties than any other country - more
than 200 in fact!
Portugal is a world leader in renewable
energy. In 2014, around 70% of its energy
came from renewable sources such as
wind, hydro, and solar power. The region
of Alentejo is home to the world’s largest
solar energy plant.
Portugal is one of the world’s top surf spots,
with a coastline spanning 497 miles and 364
days of surf per year.
Half of the “New World” once belonged to
Portugal. In 1494, the Treaty of Tordesillas
was signed, which essentially gave Portugal
the eastern half of the “New World,”
including Brazil, Africa, and Asia. The
Portuguese empire was actually the first
global empire in history and one of the
longest-lived colonial powers, lasting for
almost six centuries.
The Portuguese eat more fish and shellfish
per head of population than any other

THE FLAG OF PORTUGAL
The flag of Por tugal was
adopted on June 30, 1911
and is filled with historical
significance. The green stripe
represents hope, while
the red stripe represents
the bloodshed during the
Portuguese Revolution of
1910. Centered on the flag is the Coat of Arms, which includes
a white shield with five smaller blue shields, each with five
white dots. The blue shields symbolize the first king’s victory
over five Moorish kings and the divine assistance he received
to do so is shown by the five white dots (representing the five
wounds of Christ). The red border with seven
castles symbolize the castles conquered
during the Reconquista. Behind the
shield is an armillary sphere, which
was a navigational instrument - it
represents Portugal’s importance
during the Age of Discovery.
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Two

leading wineries in portugal's alentejo region, paco do conde and das barras
perfect the balance and blend of traditional viticulture with modern winemaking.

Herdade Paco do Conde

“the flying winemaker” by the Portuguese press.
He is a fervent believer that “in the right terroir any grape
T h e e s t a t e variety can produce excellent wines.” Also, “old and good vines fascinate
that compromises me; they are the true classic waiting for contemporary interpretation.”
the Herdade Paco do
Conde (Count’s Palace
Herdade Das Barras
Estate) is comprised of
Our second featured winery is the much smaller Herdade
around 370 acres of
vineyards and a much Das Barras (Bars Estate) in the heart of the Alentejo region of
larger 2,700 acres of Vidigueira. The Herdade Das Barras is relatively young (purchased
olive trees. It is one of in 1999) and produces a smallish (by Portuguese and Alentejo
the largest in the entire standards) 35,000 cases each year.
region that is generally populated by large winery interests.
The estate has a rich history and tradition dating back
to the 14th Century. Much of the property is situated between
the remnants of an old Roman castle located near the Guadiana
River and the vestiges of the ancient Roman City of Vilares. The
Castelo Branco Family has owned the land for more than three
hundred years. In 1928, the grandparents of today’s managing
partners planted a number of crops that continue in existence to
this day. Included are corn, wheat, poppy, sunflowers and orchids
that complement the massive olive orchards.
Two brothers, Jose and Luis Branco and a sister, Maria
The father and son duo of Joao and Pedro Duarte
Branco, are partners in the highly successful agri-venture. They
head a company called the Paco do Conde Group that oversees purchased the acreage under the name SAPOA (Sociedade Agropecuaria do Oeste Alentejano, Lda) and immediately planted
all agricultural enterprises for their family.
In 1995, vineyards were first planted and included twelve a combination of five grape varietals, both red and white. The
varietals and are all equipped with state-of-the-art drip-watering entire property comprises some 1,300 acres with around 25 acres
and modern equipment. All grapes are picked at night to assure devoted to vineyards (21 to reds and 4 to whites). Of note is the
maximum maturation control. The picking is almost exclusively presence of a dam on the property that allows direct access to
the larger Alqueva Dam and assures ample water for the vines.
mechanical, not so unusual in Southern Portugal.
A modern winery was completed along with an
Total wine production for the group is well over a million
cases, of which almost 70% is exported. The Herdade Paco do underground cellar that houses the company’s French and
Conde brand is considered to be the flagship operation of the American oak barrels. As in other Portuguese endeavors, you will
Paco do Conde Group and it will increase its production with the find cattle, lumber (pine) and cork growing that provide additional
usages for the Herdade Das Barras operation.
addition of more international markets.
A modern, glass enclosed tasting room accompanies
Winemaker: Filipe Sevinate Pinto
the winery operation, a must see for any visitors to the booming
Alentejo region of Portugal.
The son of a former Portuguese Minister of Agriculture,
Filipe Pinto has quickly joined the ranks of top Portuguese
Winemaker: Rui Reguinga
winemakers. A graduate of the prestigious Instituto Superior
At 49, Rui Reguinga is considered among the very top in de Agronomia, Pinto holds a degree as an agricultural engineer
the winemaking profession in Portugal and arguably, the entire majoring in enology.
Twice in the recent past, Pinto has been nominated for
world. Vinhos magazine named him Best Winemaker in 2009 and
his tributes have continued unabated since that time. A graduate Best Young Winemaker by the noted Portuguese magazine
of the Lisbon Institute of Agronomy, Reguinga also boasts several W (sister to the US’s W magazine) and has garnered numerous
awards and accolades for his wines. He also serves as a
post-graduate degrees.
A disciple of Portuguese winemaker icon Joao Portugal consulting winemaker to other Portuguese wineries in several
Ramos, the third generation (of his family) winemaker founded additional regions including Duero, Setubal and Tejo.
Pinto is considered a leader of the young winemaking
his own company in 2000 and became an international consultant
in addition to his nationalistic winemaking positions. He currently legion that has vaulted Portugal into world-class status in a
consults in Argentina, Brazil and Sri Lanka and has been dubbed relatively short time.
The International Series features specially-selected, imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

You Save 15%-34% off the winery retail price!

Instant! Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing*

Herdade Das Barras 2008 Reserva (Red)
Alentejo region, Portugal

GOLD MEDAL

-Concurso Vinhos de Portugal

Exclusive Import
available only through
Gold Medal Wine Club

Produced from the incredibly popular wine growing region of Alentejo, Portugal,
the Herdade Das Barras 2008 Reserva is a blend of 40% Alicante Bouschet,
40% Syrah, and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon. This unique blend of indigenous
Portuguese and French varietals is a rare combination, but a deliciously
distinctive taste of the Alentejo region. Deep garnet in color, the 2008 Reserva
opens with aromas of ripe fruit, spices, and tobacco. The palate is elegant
and soft with complex yet balanced flavors and a nice structure that promises
excellent aging potential. Try pairing the 2008 Reserva with lamb and pork
dishes. Aged 16 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2018.
Save
20%-33%
online!

Membership
Level
2 & 3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail
Price

$30.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$24.00
$24.00

6+

12+

$22.33 $21.50
$21.50 $20.25

Herdade Paco do Conde 2015 Reserva (White)
Alentejo region, Portugal

Exclusive Import
available only through
Gold Medal Wine Club

The Herdade Paco do Conde 2015 Reserva is comprised of 100% Antao Vaz and
beautifully reflects the harmonious terroir in the Alentejo region of southern
Portugal. Antao Vaz is a white wine varietal that originated in the Alentejo region,
and it has not traveled much outside of it. This hot-climate grape is particularly
well suited to the Alentejo’s sun-drenched plains and it characteristically
produces full-bodied wines with vibrant, exotic flavors. The 2015 Reserva has
an exuberant and complex aroma with citrusy notes and an elegant palate of
surprising depth and complexity. The barrel fermenting and nine months of
aging in oak barrels adds a softness and fuller body to the finished wine. Try
pairing the 2015 Reserva with seafood dishes. Enjoy now until 2020.
Save
15%-34%
online!

Membership
Level
2 & 3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail
Price

$20.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$17.00
$17.00

6+

12+

$15.33 $14.50
$14.50 $13.25

Herdade Paco do Conde 2011 Winemakers Selection
Alentejo region, Portugal

93 POINTS
+ CELLAR SELECTION

-Wine Enthusiast magazine

Exclusive Import
available only through
Gold Medal Wine Club

A deep, brooding red wine blend from the Alentejo region of Portugal, the
Herdade Paco do Conde 2011 Winemakers Selection is a blend of 60% Alicante
Bouschet, 20% Touriga Nacional, and 20% Syrah. Each varietal lends its strengths
to the finished wine - the Alicante Bouschet with its deep color and firm tannins,
the Touriga Nacional with its structure, full body, and concentrated flavors of
black fruit, and the Syrah with its lighter, jammy fruit and spice notes with softer
tannins. Deep ruby in color, the 2011 Winemakers Selection offers intense
aromas and complexity on the nose with a soft palate and flavors of plum and
black cherry. Aged 14 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2021.
Save
15%-24%
online!

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

Membership
Level
2 & 3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail
Price

$40.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$34.00
$34.00

6+

12+

$32.33 $31.50
$31.50 $30.25

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special Wines.

