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Very few wineries’ road to success can be
guaranteed. But, in the case of this month’s Platinum
Series selection, Longoria Wines’ Fe Ciega Vineyard Pinot
Noir, its destiny can be traced directly to its
owners, Rick and Diana Longoria.
Rick Longoria began his wine odyssey
while a student at Cal Berkley in the early 1970’s.
The school’s close proximity to both Napa and
Sonoma wineries beckoned to the young sociology
student and his friends. The charming, bucolic
setting made a marvelous impression and the seed
of an idea began to take root in Longoria’s mind.
“I took a year off after college,” he recalled
recently, “and traveled throughout South America.
What I saw there were some extremely poor people
that were incredibly happy with their lives. They
lived off what they were able to grow and seemed
quite content.”
After returning to California, Longoria
sent off a letter to a number of wineries inquiring
about possible work at any level in the wine
industry. He received one reply – from the
iconic Buena Vista Winery in Sonoma.
“Buena Vista was absolutely incredible
for me,” Longoria added. “It had been
founded in 1857 and still made its wine in
the original stone buildings. I became a
cellar worker and started taking some
viticulture and enology courses at the
nearby Santa Rosa Junior College.”
During that period, he also met
world renowned winemaker Andre
Tchelistcheff who was Buena Vista’s wine
consultant. The two began a friendship
that lasted until Tchelistcheff ’s death
in 1994.
Impressed with Longoria’s work
ethics and enthusiasm for the business,
Andre Tchelistcheff made sure that the
young cellar worker was present in winery
tastings and winemaking sessions. He next
suggested that Longoria apply for the job
of cellar foreman at Firestone Vineyards in
Santa Barbara County, another of his
consulting positions. Longoria obtained
the position and spent the next two years at
Firestone.
He next moved to Napa Valley’s Chappellet
Winery where he was also cellar master for Donn
Chappellet, one of Napa’s most respected vintners.
Longoria met his wife Diana while in Napa, but
admitted that he soon became homesick for the
Santa Ynez Valley.
A position as winemaker opened up at the
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smallish J. Carey Cellars in 1979, and Rick Longoria
was hired in May of that year.
It was almost four years later that the first
Longoria wines made their appearance. Some 400 cases
of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay were produced and
well-received by the general public.
“I wanted to make these varietals for some
time, and the opportunity finally came. I became
the winemaker at Gainey Vineyard in Santa Ynez,
but there we produced mostly Bordeaux varietals. I
began Longoria Wines on a part-time basis because
neither Diana nor I was sure we could make the
transition and make Longoria into a full time
business,” he added.
In 1997, Longoria Wines business was
successful enough for both Rick and Diana to
take the full-time plunge. Their winery is now
nearly thirty years old and the accolades and
awards have steadily grown.
Rick Longoria, for his part, is seemingly
unfazed by his winery’s continuing success.
“I got into the wine business from the
aesthetic standpoint,” he explained. “I fell in
love with the entire process and all the hard
work involved.”
Longoria Wines will produce around
2,800 cases this year, down slightly from
the winery’s pre-recession production
figure of 3,400 cases. Longoria Wines’
current level is very comfortable for the
facility and Rick Longoria sees little change
for the future.
“I have a long term contract leasing
our Estate Fe Ciega Vineyard and that
accounts for around 35 percent of our
production. The remainder of our fruit
comes from a dozen or so properties in
Santa Barbara County, from Santa Maria
to the east end of Santa Ynez Valley,”
Longoria informed.
Rick Longoria also believes that any
winery owner misses a great deal by not
enjoying a hands-on operation. “I feel as
if I am connected to every bottle of wine
I make. I don’t really relish traveling, so I am
completely happy to stay at home and put in
the hours doing the grunt work.”
Longoria Wines’ bonded facility is in the City of
Lompoc where one of their two tasting facilities is also
located. A second tasting facility is in the tiny town of
Los Olivos, in the middle of Santa Barbara’s wine trail.
Longoria Wines have extremely high pedigrees
and tend to sell themselves, a rarity in today’s wine
business.
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Dear Platinum Series Members,
I am very pleased to have the opportunity to share with
members of the Platinum Series of the Gold Medal Wine Club my
2008 Pinot Noir from our Estate Vineyard, Fe Ciega. This is our
only estate vineyard, which I planted in 1998 in the western part
of the Santa Rita Hills viticultural appellation. Perched on a small
mesa with a south-facing aspect, overlooking the Santa Ynez River,
the 8-acre site has produced Pinot Noir of unique and exceptional
quality since 2001.
The consistently high praise from critics and consumers
alike has established Fe Ciega as one of the top vineyard sits in
the Santa Rita Hills. Some of the consistent descriptors that seem
to come up from various reviews are “masculine,” “intense,”
“complex,” and “tannic.”
With the benefit of nearly three years of bottle aging, the
2008 Fe Ciega has softened its youthful edges and is beginning to
develop the seamless complexity that comes with extended bottle
aging. This vintage will continue to develop for another four to six
years in the bottle. Enjoy with a variety of cuisine.
Cheers,

Rick Longoria
Owner/winemaker
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-International Wine Review
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-Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar
Just 616 Cases Produced
Longoria’s 2008 Fe Ciega Vineyard Pinot
Noir comes from the winery’s only estate
vineyard, located in the Santa Rita Hills
appellation of northern Santa Barbara
County, California. This tiny site was planted
in 1998 and has produced exceptional Pinot
Noirs since Longoria’s first vintage in 2001.
This month’s featured wine, the 2008 vintage
of Fe Ciega Pinot Noir, proves to set the bar
yet again with some of the winery’s highest
plaudits to date. Stephen Tanzer says the 2008
Fe Ciega Pinot Noir’s “highly perfumed
bouquet displays scents of black raspberry,
rose and sexy oak spices. Sweet and expansive
in the mouth, offering sappy red fruit and
floral pastille flavors and a bit of white
pepper. Exotic and spicy, with outstanding
finishing cling and length.” Silky smooth and
elegant on the palate, the Longoria 2008 Fe
Ciega Pinot Noir is delicious with a variety
of foods including salmon, pork, and
traditionally prepared turkey with stuffing.
Aged 14 months in oak. 100% Pinot Noir.
Enjoy now until 2016.
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Winery Direct: $48.00 /bottle
Gold Medal Wine Club Member Price:

$41.00 /bottle

Save 15% plus rewards
Now you also get instant Membership Rewards!
Combine Any Wine from Any Series in your
shopping cart and get these additional savings...

Rewards
2 Bottle Members
4 Bottle Members

6+

12+

-$10
-$15

-$30
-$45

Bottles

Bottles

www.GoldMedalWineClub.com
1-800-266-8888
*Membership Rewards apply to regularly-priced wines only. 2 bottle min,
per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above
prices. Call for details.
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