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San Francisco wine merchant, Tom Leonardini,
Sr. had just a casual interest in owning a winery. A
casual interest that is until 1993 when he heard that
Napa Valley winery Whitehall Lane was up for sale.
Tom was well aware of Whitehall Lane. The
original founders, architect Art Finkelstein and plastic
surgeon Alan Steen built the winery in 1980. The two
purchased the property in 1979 and completely
replanted its 21-acre vineyard that was developed
before the turn of the century, and
not well suited for the growing region.
By 1985, they started to blend their
new estate grapes into their wines,
resulting in a string of impressive
Merlots and Cabernet Sauvignons.
These two varietals quickly emerged
as flagship wines upon which
Whitehall Lane's early, high quality
reputation was built.
In 1988 Japanese businessman
Hideaki Ando approached Art and
Alan with an offer to buy the winery
at a price they couldn’t turn down.
Foreign investment in California real
estate was still running rampant at the
time and many overseas investors, it
seemed, had developed a “Donald
Trump” syndrome buying up everything
in sight and counting on double-digit
real estate inflation to justify their
top-dollar purchase. As the economy worsened, the
all-too-familiar story of not being able to service the
debt started to slow things down. To make matters
worse, the winery was being managed remotely from
Japan, and it languished from lack of attention.
Amazingly, though, the quality of wines
produced at Whitehall during this time period did not
suffer nearly as much as the winery’s cash flow. Between
1988 and 1993 the number of different wines increased,
as did overall production. The wines were still very high
quality and continued to sell well. The basic problem
was that the winery suffered from lack of focus and
direction. Tom Leonardini knew this. He was also
aware of Whitehall Lane's reputation for great wines.
So when it went on the block in 1993, Tom jumped at
the opportunity.
Immediately, Tom made sweeping changes in
both the physical plant and strategic direction. All of
the buildings were completely renovated. Virtually all of
the old, outdated winemaking machinery was thrown
out and replaced with state-of-the-art equipment. New
oak barrels were brought in. A sophisticated night

f r o m C a l i f o r n i a ’ s B e s t Wi n e m a k e r s

air-cooling system to control the temperature inside the
winery was constructed. Then he brought in General
Manager, Mike McLoughlin, and all new support
personnel to run the winery on a day-to-day basis.
In the vineyard, strategic changes also took
place. Plantings were shifted around and added in
different spots of the vineyard to take advantage of the
ideal soil composition for each varietal. Over the next
few years additional vineyard land was acquired to
strengthen the already formidable
estate Cabernet Sauvignon and
Merlot programs.
The winery now owns 110 acres
of prime Napa Valley vineyards that
are the cornerstone on which Whitehall
Lane’s wines are produced. Three wines
from these vineyards have been rated
among the top five in the world by
Wine Spectator magazine. The 1995
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon was rated
as the Best Red Wine in America and
Number 5 in the world. The 1997
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon was
anointed the Number 3 wine in the
world, and the 1999 Cabernet
Sauvignon was another Top Five
finisher. Due largely to the winery’s
superlative Cabernet Sauvignon program,
Whitehall Lane also won Winery of
the Year honors from Wine & Spirits
magazine an unprecedented five years in a row from
1996 through 2000. Without a doubt, Cabernet
Sauvignon is the wine that has forever etched Whitehall
Lane's reputation into the Napa Valley wine lore.
Production today is about 45,000 cases per
year, which is about the maximum their facility can
handle right now. “I’m just not interested in growing
too much more,” says Tom Leonardini. “Above this
point, it requires a whole new level of overhead, then
all of a sudden it’s not fun anymore.” Tom is committed
to improving quality even beyond what it is today.
“It is important to me that the quality is maintained
year-in and year-out,” he says. “We aren’t selling
mystique. We want to sell very good wine that people
buy to drink and enjoy, not necessarily to cellar away
for years and years.”
In short, Whitehall Lane has developed into a
world-class winery. The efforts of the Leonardini
Family are evident in the recent run of 90+ accolades
from wine publications, but are even more apparent
in the beautifully made, elegant wines they continue
to make.
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Dear Platinum Series Members,
Please enjoy our 2005 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon. I take
great pride in all of our wines, but the Reserves are truly special.
In 2005, we isolated a few vine rows in our Leonardini Vineyard
in St. Helena and in Rutherford’s Morisoli Vineyard to create this
delicious wine.
Our goal is to make a Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon that
marries elegance and power. Too many Cabernets today are crafted
to make a statement: too much science and not enough art, too
much structure or oak and not enough fruit. We make an elegant
Reserve wine that tastes great by balancing jammy, ripe fruit with
dark, structured grapes. In this 2005 Reserve, the elegance shines
through with a nice underlying layer of tannins that, at six years
old, are just starting to melt away.
I would like to remind you that you don’t need a corkscrew
to open this special bottle. Simply cut the capsule below the drip
right and remove the ‘glass cork.’ We started using the stylish
Vino-Seal as an alternative to cork and synthentic stoppers.
Designed to look like a decorative decanter stopper, this innovative
closure provides an ideal seal that ensures the wine will retain its
purity of flavor and aroma when you choose to drink it.
We very much enjoyed making the 2005 Reserve, but we
enjoy drinking it even more. I hope that you will also enjoy this
classic offering.
Sincerely,

Thomas Leonardini Sr.
Proprietor
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asting Notes

For fifteen years, the Leonardini
family has used fruit harvested from select
vine rows in the Leonardini Vineyard in
St. Helena and the Morisoli Vineyard in
Rutherford for the Reserve Cabernet
Sauvignon program. Each year, the fruit
matures beautifully and translates into
delicious, legendary wines that are among
the most sought after in Napa Valley.
The 2005 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon
is no exception, garnering an impressive
94 Points and Cellar Selection distinction
from Wine Enthusiast magazine: “…feels
softly ripe in the mouth, with pie-filling
blackberries, cherries, mocha, plums, tobacco
and sweet dusty spices.” This Cabernet was
also awarded 91 Points from Connoisseur’s
Guide and 90 Points from Wine News. With
finesse, smoothness, and power that has
become the signature for Whitehall Lane
Cabernet, this beautiful 2005 vintage has
aromas and flavors of ripe wild blackberries,
cassis and an underlying spiciness from the
time in oak barrels. The wine offers great
balance, ripeness and lingering flavors that
lead to a long, silky smooth finish. Aged 25
months in oak. 100% Cabernet Sauvignon.
Enjoy now until 2015.
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Not only does Whitehall Lane make
some of the finest wine in Napa Valley, the
winery also maintains an unprecedented
collection of accolades and awards for
producing some of the greatest wines in the
world. Their Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon is
among their top shelf bottlings, so it is with
great pleasure to present to you this stellar
2005 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon. Enjoy!
The Whitehall Lane 2005 Reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon retails winery-direct for
$75.00 per bottle. As a Platinum Series member
your very special pricing is as follows:

2-Bottle Members.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $59.00 /bottle*
4-Bottle Members &
Multi-Series Members. .  .  .  .  .  .  . $55.00 /bottle*
*2 bottle min. order [Plus shipping]
Call:
1-800-266-8888
Fax:
1-800-266-8889
E-mail: orders@goldmedalwine.com
Website: www.GoldMedalWineClub.com
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