G O L D

M E D A L

W I N E

Volume 21 Number 13

C L U B ’ S

S e l e c t , U l t ra P re m i u m , C o l l e c t a bl e Wi n e s
A propitious choice in 1996 by a movie
company that wanted to rent their Montana log home
while filming caused Pat and Ann Stotesbery to
eventually become interested in the wine business. The
Stotesberys chose a Napa Valley vacation to fill their
summer time away from their home and discovered
their long-term interest in wine had not evaporated one
drop. Their decision to become part of the California
wine scene took all of six days.
The Stotesberys met while attending college,
Pat at Stanford and Anne at the University of San
Francisco. The time was during
the mid-1970’s, the era
when the California wine
industry was beginning its
incredible evolution into today’s
mega-business. Like many other
couples, the Stotesberys began
to appreciate wine, never
dreaming they would one day
become the owners of a
California winery operation.
The couple’s first
vineyard
was
a
small
Chardonnay-planted plot on
Mt. Veeder. The following year,
the Stotesberys purchased another marvelous Mt.
Veeder property, the 480-acre Lone Canyon Ranch
that today has approximately 75-planted acres. This
historic acreage was once the property of legendary
founder Mariano Vallejo, who then gave the land as a
gift to George Yount, after whom the City of Yountville
is named. Yount ceded the property to Charles Howell,
a member of the first immigrant wagon train in 1841.
In 1991, another 185-acre vineyard was
acquired by the Stotesberys on eminent Howell
Mountain and is the site of today’s Ladera Vineyards.
Ladera, for the record, is Spanish for hillside, and
owner Pat Stotesbery proudly explained “that all our
vineyards are hillside, thereby providing the very finest
fruit available.”
The Howell Mountain Vineyard contained a
historic three-story stone winery building that dated
back to 1886. The 30-inch walls were partially dug into
the side of a hill and according to Stotesbery, was “a
bat-laden, leaky stone storage shed,” when first acquired.
After two years of planning and another two years
of reconstruction, the fully restored Ladera Vineyards
winery is a reality.
The two vineyards present an interesting
comparison of fruit from opposite sides of the Napa
Valley. Lone Canyon stands at around 1100 feet, is
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relatively steep and is mostly planted in Cabernet
Sauvignon with a sprinkling of other varietals. The
Howell Mountain vineyard ranges from 1600 to 1800
feet and the terrain is gentle and sloping. It is also
planted almost entirely in Cabernet Sauvignon.
Ladera Vineyards’ first release came in 2001,
approximately 450 cases that were met with instant critical
acclaim and high scores by the wine tabloids. Ladera’s
volume has increased to between 12 and 15,000 cases and
Pat Stotesbery feels they are comfortable at that level.
“Since we are all estate grown and produced, we
don’t see ourselves growing
beyond this point,” he explained,
“but we continue our goal of
creating the ultimate expression
of our estate-owned hillside
Cabernet.”
Stotesbery also stated
that he is most comfortable in
either the vineyards or the
Ladera winery. His wife Anne
handles the sales and direct
shipping to Ladera’s extensive
wine club. His daughter, Nicole
Duncan, handles a portion
of the company’s sales and
marketing, as does son Dan Stotesbery.
Ladera Vineyards employs a well-known consulting
winemaker named Karen Culler who has gained a huge
following with her creative approach to winemaking.
She consults for several other wineries and makes her
own wine under the Culler Wines label.
The process of selecting the final blends to go
into a Ladera release is a three way process involving Pat
and Anne Stotesbery and Culler. In case of a tie, the
decision always goes to Culler.
“It is very seldom that we don’t agree,” Pat
Stotesbery informed. “But in those rare cases, I trust
Karen’s judgment completely. She has a great palate and
is usually right in her choices.”
Pat Stotesbery is somewhat unique in today’s
wine industry in that he considers himself a farmer first
and a vintner second. He tells everyone who will listen
that he ventured into the wine business because “I liked
it and it’s nice to be able to be involved with your
family in a business when it works out well.”
That statement summarizes Ladera Vineyards
perfectly. Ladera is a no-nonsense family-run operation
that believes quality comes before anything else.
The fact that Ladera Vineyards owns some of the
finest individual vineyards in Napa Valley is strictly
icing on the cake.

The road to great wine begins at your door.
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Dear Platinum Series Members,
Our stone winery was originally built in 1886 and is based on the
use of gravity in winemaking. High atop Howell Mountain, at 1,800 feet,
we make our hillside estate Cabernet. In fact, the name “Ladera” is the
Spanish word for hillside. The Howell Mountain Appellation was the
first sub-appellation of Napa Valley and our original vineyards were
planted in 1977, so the history of red wine production on this mountain
dates back to the very origins of Napa.
Our Howell Mountain Cabernet is the flagship wine for the winery.
The greatest of care goes into being sure that only the best lots from our
Howell Mountain vineyard blocks go into this wine. It is 100% Cabernet.
2004 was a particularly lush year and produced wines that were opulent
and elegant in both mouthfeel and texture. Yet there is simply no year
from our mountain fruit that yields a wine of short life. And the 2004
is no exception in that it has many years of life before it reaches its peak
of presentation.
We hope that you will visit our winery when you are next in Napa
Valley. We have three family members working full time alongside our
great staff and they would all like to greet you here. Our wines are our
children and so we dote on them, but leave the judgments to you and
your palate. Enjoy!
Pat Stotesbery

Proprietor
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asting Notes

Known for rich, ripe and
concentrated wines with an abundance
of flavors, the 2004 vintage yielded some
simply superb Napa Valley Cabernets.
Ladera’s renowned Howell Mountain
Cabernet Sauvignon was one of the
standouts – a soft and elegant wine with
a finesse reminiscent of wines from
Bordeaux, France, but with a power and
structure making it distinctly Howell
Mountain. Famed wine reviewer Anthony
Dias Blue awards Ladera’s latest achievement
93 Points, while Food & Wine magazine
names it a “Superstar” among California
Cabernets. The Ladera 2004 Howell
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon also
garnered some impressive scores from other
top periodicals, including 92 Points from
Wine & Spirits, 91 Points from Wine Spectator,
and 91 Points from Stephen Tanzer’s International
Wine Cellar. As the scores suggest, this wine
is absolutely stunning! Fruit forward in style
with ripe aromas of the classic Howell
Mountain black cherry, blackberry, and
plum, this beautiful Cabernet Sauvignon
has subtle oak nuances and a long, velvety
finish with soft, lingering tannins. Aged 22
months in oak. 100% Howell Mountain
Cabernet Sauvignon. Enjoy now until 2015.
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Ladera Vineyards focuses on Estate
Hillside Cabernet Sauvignon, and especially
their Howell Mountain bottling which
consistently garners top marks from the
industry’s leading periodicals, vintage to
vintage. Long sold out at the winery, this
prestigious wine is now nearly impossible
to find and a special limited offering for
our Platinum Series members.
The Ladera Vineyards 2004
Howell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
retails winery-direct for $90.00 per bottle.
As a Platinum Series member your very special
pricing is as follows:

2-Bottle Members.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $59.00 /bottle*
4-Bottle Members &
Multi-Series Members. .  .  .  .  .  .  . $54.00 /bottle*
*2 bottle min. order [Plus shipping]
Call:
1-800-266-8888
Fax:
1-800-266-8889
E-mail: orders@goldmedalwine.com
Website: www.GoldMedalWineClub.com
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