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Their friendship began more than three decades ago and has
blossomed into one of Oregon’s highest-rated Pinot Noir producing
wineries.
The principles, Californian Jay Boberg (San Francisco) and
Burgundian Jean-Nicolas Méo have a relationship that could easily
have been made in heaven.
“We are both passionate about wine,” admitted Jay Boberg.
“When we first met many years ago, the main topic was about wine
and the great Burgundian tradition of winemaking. Nicolas went to
Penn with my sister and that’s how we met.”

As a means of introduction, Jean-Nicolas is part of the French
family that owns Domaine Méo-Camuzet, one of the stars of the
Vosne-Romanée commune in Burgundy. The Domaine is
considered one of the finest in Burgundy and produces six
Grand Crus, among the top in the country.
Jay Boberg has been a musician all his life. While attending
UCLA, he became active in the music world. He accompanied a
roommate to Napa Valley and his affair with the almighty grape
had its beginning. He also completed a master’s at the Harvard
Business School.

He achieved great success in the super-competitive music
business. He owned IRS Records and was president of MCA/
Universal Records for ten years. Among the stars he developed
were R.E.M., the Go-Go’s, Mary J. Blige, and B.B. King among
others.
As his musical career waned, Boberg turned to his
other passion, the wine industry.
“I had met Jean-Nicolas in 1988 and we shared a
great deal of similar tastes. At one time, we discussed
the possibility of establishing a winery in Oregon’s
Willamette Valley, an area we both considered as
particularly attractive for the Pinot Noir grape. The
idea took root (literally) and Domaine Nicolas-Jay
became a reality. The company released its first
vintage (2014) and was off to the races.
While the company made its wines in shared
facilities for its first five years, the idea of building its
own winery site was foremost in their minds. In 2014,
it acquired Bishop Creek Vineyard that had been
planted in 1987 on its own rootstock, a rarity in this
age. A new home winery was recently completed this
past April in the Dundee Hills AVA, that also includes
venerable Domaine Drouhin, Knudsen Vineyards, and

other top wineries.

“We researched everything about the area,” Jay Boberg informed.
“We looked at the quality of fruit, and the temperate climate. It was
also somewhere affordable to make the business work, which wasn’t
the case in California where land prices were out the roof.”

As Nicolas-Jay developed, numerous awards, scores and
accolades followed suit. The entity was quickly considered one of
Oregon’s finest Pinot Noir producers and a commercial success with
its band of dedicated followers.
“It was always our aim to develop a French-American wine
portfolio with our bond of friendship being a major factor,” Boberg
related. “We both share a deep passion for wine and a dedication
toward producing the finest Pinot Noir in the country.”

		
The label for Domaine Nicolas-Jay is a story unto itself.
The owners contacted Art Professor Todd Hedgpeth of the San
Francisco School of Design for his input. Another designer,
Christine Lehtonen, joined the operation and the distinctive
winery label evolved.

“Our two names are joined in a sort of chain,” explained
Jay Boberg. “If you look closely, the chain is formed with lower
case letters of our first names. Professor Todd even created the
font that spells out ‘Nicolas Jay’ that is so distinctive and has
drawn so many favorable comments from both the trade and
the general public.”
It is entirely fitting that a Californian turned Oregonian
and his French partner should find such remarkable
success with their new venture. Their winery will
produce around 4,200 cases this year and has the
potential for increasing its production to around 7,000
cases in the next five to ten years.

Jay Boberg is also watching the careers of his
offspring, Sebastian, 29, and Juliette, 27. “Both of my
kids have worked around wineries for most of their
adult lives and seem to like what they see when they
are here,” Boberg added. “They both have different
careers, but I am hopeful that they will one day come
to appreciate the winery as both I and my partner
Nicolas do.”
It is a great pleasure to introduce our members
to this Pinot Noir from Oregon’s Willamette Valley. It is
a tribute to Oregon’s pioneer wineries that Domain
Nicolas-Jay has achieved such rarefied status in such a
short period of time. Enjoy!
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The Nicolas-Jay 2017 Pinot Noir is a blend of fruit
from nearly ever AVA in Oregon’s Willamette
Valley, ensuring optimal representation of the
diversity of this varietal in the appellation.
From the high-elevation Eola-Amity Hills, to
the foothills of the cool coastal range in the
McMinnville AVA, and the warm red-soiled
vineyards of the Dundee Hills, this wine is
sourced almost exclusively from biodynamic,
organic and LIVE certified vineyards. Pure
and vibrant ruby in the glass, this Pinot Noir
opens with aromas of tart cherry and crushed
strawberry alongside hints of dried rose petal
and lavender. Lithe and ethereal on the palate,
this wine is seductive, elegant, and wellbalanced with fine texture and soft tannins.
Aged in oak. 100% Pinot Noir. Enjoy!
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Warmly,

Jean-Nicolas & Jay

INSTANT
Membership Rewards Pricing*

Winery Retail Price
$55.00/btl.

2-Bottle Members:
4-Bottle Members:

2+
btls.

6+
btls.

12+
btls.

$49.00 $47.33 $46.50
$49.00 $46.50 $45.25

You Save 11% to 18%
off Winery Retail Price

Add a Plus! Bottle to your next wine delivery
$45-$60 per delivery

The Plus! Program automatically adds on one special wine to each
regularly scheduled wine delivery, or as often as you like! Plus! wines
are all highly-rated, very small production wines with availability too
limited for all regular club members to receive. For more information,
visit: GoldMedalWineClub.com/plus

This month’s Platinum Plus!
Featured Wine:

Kelly Family Vineyards
2014 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon,
Oak Knoll, Napa Valley
Double Gold Medal - SF Chronicle Wine Comp.
417 Cases Produced

Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special-Offer Wines.
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