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Garagiste
[gar-uh-zheest’] noun - A French term used to describe
independent, artisan winemakers crafting small batches
of wine in garage-type settings and not yet
discovered by the mainstream.

SERIES

Montagne Russe

Owner/Winemaker: Kevin Bersofsky
Location: Sonoma, CA

Montage Russe is a small-batch production winery that got its start in
a little Napa Valley garage in 2006. The winery now sources fruit from several
growers in the cooler California regions, especially those in the Sonoma Coast
and Russian River Valley, and the wines are starting to earn some serious
attention. Kevin Bersofsky is the owner/winemaker behind the brand, and
his journey into the wine business was anything but expected.
Born in Syracuse, New York and raised in Rockville, Maryland,
Kevin Bersofsky was first introduced to wine as an undergraduate student at Cornell. He took a course on wine (thanks
to Cornell having one of the world’s best hotel administration programs) and was immediately drawn to the fascinating
intricacies of growing, producing, and tasting. Kevin finished his studies and started his
career as a mechanical engineer. He then worked for a large consulting firm that involved a
lot of travel, and still not feeling inspired, started attending culinary school on the weekends
as he had loved cooking since he was a child. Shortly after 9/11, Kevin decided to follow his
passion and started working as a line cook at a number of Los Angeles restaurants. One day,
he got a call asking if he wanted to work in production for a Napa Valley winery, and little did
he know that decision would change his life forever. Now in Napa Valley, Kevin rallied some
friends together to buy some fruit, which they crushed and fermented in his garage. The rest
was history - a few years later Montagne Russe was born.
		
The name of Kevin’s winery, ‘Montagne Russe,’ literally translates to “Russian
Mountains,” but the term in French means roller coasters. It is a fitting name as Kevin once
designed roller coasters as an engineering undergraduate, but it is also a reminder to enjoy
the ride - both hands in the air - with all of the thrilling up’s and down’s of winemaking.
		
For the Montagne Russe wines, Kevin hand-picks only tiny vineyards that truly
specialize in their craft and produce exceptional grapes, exclusively within California’s cool
climate regions like Sonoma Coast, Russian River Valley and Mendocino. The first official vintage for Montagne Russe was 2015
and it was met with rave reviews. We are proud to feature this shining-star newcomer to our Garagiste Wine Club members
and applaud the roller coaster ride Kevin himself took to pursue his passion and partake on this promising new adventure.

Montagne Russe 2015 ‘Dragon’s Back’ Chardonnay70 cases produced
Black Knight Vineyard, Sonoma Coast, California

Montagne Russe’s 2015 ‘Dragon’s Back’ Chardonnay comes from the Black Night Vineyard in California’s
Sonoma Coast. The vineyard is unique with so many microclimates that no two offer the same soil, elevation
or facing. The ‘Dragon’s Back’ is the nickname of a particular Chardonnay block that runs along the spine of
the Roger’s Creek fault - the fruit here is extremely mineral driven with nice acidity and an ample amount
of tree fruit notes. Flinty, with hints of chalk, minerality, and citrus, the Montagne Russe 2015 Chardonnay
is crisp, clean and round at the same time. As it warms up, lemon peel gives way to early season stone fruit
notes and Bartlett pear. The wine’s golden color is a gateway to its complexity. Aged 14 months in oak. Enjoy
now until 2020.

Gold Medal Wine Club Price: $30.00 / bottle

To order, visit the Wine Store at GoldMedalWineClub.com or call 1-800-266-8888
*2 bottle minimum per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included. Call for details.

