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MARKUS WINE CO.

2017 "NERO" RED BLEND
Bora Gill Creek Ranch, Lodi AVA

200 Cases
Produced

Founded in 2014 by Swiss-born winemaker Markus Niggli, Markus Wine Co. is a tiny
boutique winery in Lodi, CA that truly stands out from the crowd. Markus Niggli carefully
selects fruit from wisely-planted ancient vines and newly-planted unusual offerings
throughout the Lodi region to craft small-production, European-style wines from his quaint
winery facility in Victor, California, located just three miles east of Lodi.
Markus Niggli started his business career in the travel marketing industry working for
Kuoni Travel in his native country of Switzerland. He gained valuable management and sales
skills while there, but the travel industry wasn’t the right fit for Markus long term, and wine
had started to pique his interest. He began traveling with a friend who worked in a wine shop,
and after visiting various countries around the world (Australia, South Africa, and some
European destinations), Markus was hooked. He was fascinated by the differences in the
world of wine.
At a certain point, around the age of 30, Markus decided to leave his tourism job and
pursue a future in the wine industry. He moved to Perth, Australia where he studied
winemaking and viticulture, and acquired a position working both in the cellar and vineyard
for Edgecombe Brothers. From there, he moved on to Napa Valley’s Atlas Peak, and then to
Borra Vineyards in Lodi in 2006. It was at Borra Vineyards that the plans for Markus Wine
Co. came about.
Steve Borra, a third-generation winemaker and the owner of Borra Vineyards, the first
boutique winery in Lodi, initially hired Markus to oversee the cellar. Markus impressed him
though and he quickly rose to the role of winemaker in 2010, while also overseeing the cellar,
all wholesale grape and wine sales, and commissioning artists to design the wine labels. Borra
Vineyards was special to Markus because in a region that was primarily known for growing
fruit with higher tonnage yields and producing bulk wine, Steve Borra had gone the other
direction seeking higher quality and lower yields. He was growing French and Italian varietals
and the quality of the fruit was very high. When Steve was ready to retire, he offered the
business to Markus, and thus began the transition from Borra Vineyards to Markus Wine Co.
Markus’ intention was - and still is - to do something different and people are responding
to it. The Nero Red Blend has a base of dark and bold Petite Sirah to which Malbec, Petit
Verdot and Zinfandel have been added. We are pleased to offer this intoxicating blend to our
Gold Plus! Wine Club members. Enjoy!

Accolades and Tasting Notes

92 Points + Editor's Choice — Wine Enthusiast

For all blends, Markus starts with the darkest and boldest variety as the base, adding
layers of structure, color, richness and elegance from varieties on the map. The bottled result
of this 2017 Nero Red Blend shows rich, yet dry, concentrated black fruits with Rhône-like
attributes of earthiness, smokiness and meatiness. It’s firm in texture, a bit chewy due to
good tannins, and shows good breadth on the palate as well as impressive length on the
finish. 72% Petite Sirah, 11% Malbec, 11% Petit Verdot, 6% Zinfandel. Aged 18 months in
50% once-filled French Oak.
Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing:*
Membership Level

YOU SAVE 21%-35% off
the winery retail price!

GP+0420

2-Btl. Members:
4-Btl. Members:

Retail Price
at Winery

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

$28.00

$22.00
$22.00

$20.33
$19.50

$19.50
$18.25

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Specials Wines.
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