GOLD MEDAL WINE CLUB

!
e
r
u
t
n
e
v
d
A
e
Taste th
France

Rhone Valley

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT
WINE REGIONS IN FRANCE, THE RH�NE
VALLEY IS HOME TO AN ARRAY OF EARTHY,
ROBUST WINE BLENDS AND SOME OF THE
BEST WINE VALUES IN THE WORLD.

Historically, the French have long
been the major consumers of their own
wines. But, for the last four decades, wine
consumption in France has dropped
drastically, down more than 40 percent
according to the latest figures available.
This existing condition has caused French
winemakers to rethink their marketing
efforts to appeal to broader markets,
especially those in the United States and
a number of Asian countries.
France’s top tier wines (Bordeaux
and Burgundy and a few Rhône Valley wines (see Region Spotlight) have not felt the pressure
but have advanced in price to be today affordable to only wealthy wine aficionados.
Needless to say, the price/value relationship of these top wines is way out of balance.
This phenomenon had proven advantageous to a number of wine producing
regions in France, and in particular the huge wine production area that comprises the
Southern Rhône Valley. Led by its bell weather product, Châteauneuf du Pape, the region’s
wine cadre has firmly established itself on the international marketplace.
Several factors have influenced this reestablishment of this most important French
wine producing region.
First and most important, the Rhône Valley has been able to maintain an excellent
price/value correlation. Perceived quality in the bottle by consumers has vaulted Rhône
wines to positions of favor on wine shelves and wine lists. It is generally held that one
gets his/hers money’s worth when enjoying a Rhône wine.
Also, the international wine press has adopted the Rhône Valley with its myriad
of grape varietals and its wonderful communes and their historical significance. It
is easy to write about well-made wines that have a story to tell and don’t break
the bank when being purchased.
Finally, almost all the production of the Rhône Valley is red (almost 95%)
and is much easier to sell than its white and rosé cousins. Worldwide, it is also
generally held that red wine is better for one’s health and provides more than
double the minerals, nutrients, carotenoids and carbohydrates the body
utilizes on a daily basis. It also provides only half the sugars that are found
in white wines.
It is also a fact that much Asian cuisine actually overpowers white wines
while red wines tend to hold their own with the heat-laden cuisines of China and
other Asian nations. The emerging Chinese market has enthusiastically embraced
French red wines while showing only sparing interest in French whites.
Whatever the reason, French wines are still considered the most
prominent in the wine world. Strides made by emerging wine countries (United
States, Australia, Chile and Argentina) have tightened the gap between
France and its competitors. The latter have been aided in most part by
favorable pricing practices and excellent marketing techniques.
But, France is France, and always will be. It is with great pleasure
that we offer these fine French wines for your enjoyment.

Region Spotlight:
Rhône Valley

France’s Rhône Valley is a gigantic
assortment of vineyard land that runs
nearly 150 miles from the City of Leon
in the northeast of France to the Rhône
Delta on the Mediterranean Coast. The
entire region is divided into the Northern
and Southern Rhône and delineated by
a twenty-five mile gap that separates the
two growing areas. The northern end is
smaller and is dedicated to producing
ultra-quality wines while the much larger
southern end employs a greater number
of varietals that produce a number of
superior wines along with a substantial
amount of fruit that is often used in
blending wines.
The north is filled with granitebased slopes and enjoys the encouraging
presence of a continental climate while
the more sandy spoils of the south are
home to a gentler Mediterranean climate
and the moderate heat it generally offers.
Some of the more prestigious
wines of the Rhône Valley are historically
grown and made in the north and include
the likes of age old Hermitage and
Côte Rôtie. The fact is that these wines
account for a paltry 5% of the Rhône’s
total production. The south is home to
the revered Châteauneuf du Pape that
is widely popular around the globe and
gives the south deserved prestige at an
international level.
		
At last count, more than
6,000 growers had plants under vine
in this marvelous valley that saw its
first plantings around 600 BC. The
Roman occupation around 280 AD
brought the area great accolades
and markets for its first wines.
During the 13th Century, the
papal residence was moved from
Rome to Avignon and this fact
further enhanced the status and
prominence of Rhône -based wines.
		
Latest figures for the region
show that around 105 million gallons
of wine are produced annually, or
about 6.5% of France’s entire wine
production.
		
The principal
grape for the Rhône
Valley is the Syrah, which
has been scientifically

proven to have originated within the Rhône Valley and is sometimes confused
with the Shiraz that originated in the Middle East. Almost all red wines from the
Rhône Valley are made with at least a portion of this marvelous varietal that
features a prune-like under flavor. The Syrah is often blended along with a host
of other grapes that are allowed under the strict French Appellation Contrôlée
(AOC) laws. The wonderful wines of Gigondas (in the Commune of Vaucluse)
were first noted in 1592 are all of the red variety. Gigondas’ climate is a bit
warmer than Châteauneuf du Pape, and its wines are made from the Grenache
Noir varietal. They are known for their intensity and power and are also capable
of lasting more than a decade.
Châteauneuf du Pape whites are mostly made from the Ugni Blanc varietal
but more recently, the classic Viognier has emerged with great initial success.
Several other varietals are also allowed under AOC regulations.

WINE REGIONS OF THE RHÔNE VALLEY
A key wine-producing region in southeastern France,
the Rhône Valley follows the north-south course of the Rhône
River for almost 150 miles from Lyon to the Rhône Delta,
near the Mediterranean coast. The length of the Valley lends
to the wide variety of soil types and mesoclimates, and
thus, the wide range of wine varietals planted as well. The
Valley is naturally divided into two parts, with the northern
Rhône home to dark, powerful, spicy reds made with the
Syrah grape (and a few whites from Viognier, Marsanne,
and Roussanne) and the warmer southern Rhône home to its
signature ripe blends with Grenache as the dominant varietal.

France:

Fun Facts!
The French Vineyards represent an area
of 900,000 hectares, spread over 25,000
winemaking communities.
In 2015, France reclaimed the top spot as
the world's biggest wine producing country
for the first time since 2011 (Italy has
held the top spot in recent years). France
produces over 7 billion bottles of wine per
year.
Wines from Northern France are usually made
from a single grape variety (in Burgundy),
whereas wines further south are typically
blends of varietals (in Bordeaux and the
Rhône Valley).
There are nearly 280 appellations in France,
ranging from the huge - Bordeaux appellation
or Champagne - to the tiny, single vineyard
appellations of Coulée de Serrant in the Loire
and Romanée-Conti in Burgundy. There are
regional appellations, district appellations,
and there are appellations which over only
one commune.
One third of all French wines produced are
being exported all around the world, which
is worth over 10 billion euros per year.
Wine has been produced in France since about
600 BC when Greeks from Phocaea founded
Massallia (today known as Marseille) and
introduced winemaking. Viticulture continued
to expand under the Romans, and after the
disintegration of the Roman Empire, monks
played a key role in maintaining vineyards and
preserving winemaking knowledge.
The word "sommelier" is an old French word
meaning butler or an officer in charge of
provisions, derived from the Old Provencal
saumalier, or pack-animal driver.

Photos, top to bottom, left to right:
•
The owners of Maison Lavau and Château Maucoil gather in one of their award-winning southern
Rhone Valley vineyards.
•
The Eiffel Tower in Paris, France, ranked as the world's greatest engineering marvel when it was
built in 1889. It rises 984 feet from its base and was designed by Alexandre Gustave Eiffel for the
Paris Exposition of 1889. Today, the Eiffel Tower remains one of the most epic symbols of France.
•
Benedicte Arnaud-Bonnet of Château Maucoil shows off the characteristic terrior of Châteauneuf
du Pape. In the vineyards, layers of stones (called galets) retain heat from the plentiful sun,
releasing it at night, and ripening the grapes faster yet evenly.
•
Frederic Lavau of Maison Lavau uses a wine thief to carefully test his barrel-aging wine.

THE FLAG OF FRANCE
The French national flag is called
'The Tricolor,' which in French
is 'Drapeau Tricolore,' and
consists of three vertical stripes.
The tricolor was created in
July 1789 during the French
Revolution from a rosette by
Marquis de Lafayette. The
combination of red and blue (colors of Paris) and the royal
color of white (symbolizing the return of the King) were
chosen, and thus became the cockade for the revolution. The
tricolor was established as France's national flag in 1794.
In the early 1800's, Napoleon replaced the
tricolor with the royal white standard
with fleur-de-lis, but in 1830, LouisPhilippe restored the original tricolor
as the national flag. Since then,
no changes have been made to its
colors or its pattern.

Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by Fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at: www.goldmedalwineclub.com

Two

great winemaking families join forces to craft classic, traditional
wines from the best winegrowing regions in the rhône valley.

It is almost staggering to imagine the international
popularity of the Châteauneuf du Pape grouping of wines
along with some of its sister wines from France's Rhone
Valley. There are many opinions as to why this is so. First
of all, the words Châteauneuf du Pape (new home of the
Pope) are easily pronounceable in English and many other
languages and are also easy to remember. Secondly, and
more importantly, Châteauneuf du Pape is an enjoyable taste
adventure that features the sometime revered prune as its
basic flavor.

Maison Lavau
Since 1895, the Lavau
Family has been involved in
winemaking at a major level.
The Lavau Family moved
from St. Émilion in Bordeaux
to the Rhône Valley more
than a half century ago and
is now run by Frederic and Benoit Lavau, sons of the original
owners.
The company originally operated as a negotiant
(buyer and seller of wines) and served some 350 individual
growers and entities. Maison Lavau vinified grapes from all
of the Rhone Valley's top AOC's and made outstanding wines
that were eventually (in 2009) sold under their own name
and label. The association with so large a group of growers
allowed Maison Lavau to pick and choose the terroir that
best suited their needs and that also produced the finest
grapes in the region.
Since its inception, the wines of Maison Lavau have
scored extremely high in international competitions and
have garnered high marks from a number of wine industry
periodicals.

vineyard land in various AOC's within the Southern Rhône
Valley. Most of the acreage lies within the Châteauneuf du
Pape AOC and has been certified as 100% biodynamically
grown.
Originally a Roman army fortress, Château Maucoil
experienced a renaissance in 1995 when it was purchased by
the Arnaud family, owners of other properties in the region
and also Château Cabrieres. The Arnaud family's influence
and expertise immediately propelled Château Maucoil into
the ranks of well-respected producers of Châteauneuf du
Pape. Much of the aged vineyards (60 and 100 years old)
were restored and returned to production. Interestingly, a
small vineyard was recently replanted beside the ruins of the
original Châteauneuf du Pape site that was built in 1320.
The soils that comprise Château Maucoil consist
of quartzite pebbles that are raised in a broken red clay
matrix. These rocks store the heat of the day and return
the heat to the vines during the night. This factor allows
for perfect maturation conditions that characterize much
of the Châteauneuf du Pape growing area. The area where
Château Maucoil is located is among the driest in France with
around 300 days of sunshine. The entire area is swept by
the famous mistral (a cold, dry wind that produces excellent
skies and sunshine) during the winter and spring and is a
major contributing factor to the success of the area's many
and varied grape varietals.

Château Maucoil
Tr a c i n g i t s
roots back to the 1st
Benoit Lavau, Benedicte & Charles Arnaud-Bonnet
Century, the estate
(Chateau Maucoil), and Frederic Lavau.
that comprises
Several years ago (in 2013), Château Maucoil was
C h â te a u M a u c o i l
c o m p r i s e s s o m e again sold, this time to the Lavau family. While Maison Lavau
56.5 hectares (almost makes its own Châteauneuf du Pape, Château Maucoil has
140 acres) of prime remained the flagship estate for the company.
The International Series features specially-selected, imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

You Save 17%-31% off the winery retail price!

Instant! Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing*

Lavau 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape (Red)

Châteauneuf du Pape AOC, Southern Rhône Valley region of France

90 POINTS

-Wine Spectator

This wine was produced in the French wine appellation of Châteauneuf du Pape,
one of the most renowned appellations of the southern Rhône Valley. Here,
the large majority of wines produced are red, with Grenache leading in the
number of vineyard plantings, and followed closely by Syrah and Mourvedre.
The Lavau 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape is a blend of 50% Grenache, 40% Syrah,
and 10% Mourvedre, creating a complex yet elegant wine with notes of spicy
fruit, dense, dark cherry, plum, and black currant. Hints of bakers chocolate
and leather linger on the smooth finish. Aged 12 months in French oak. Enjoy
now until 2022.
Save
18%-27%
online!

Membership
Level
2 & 3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail
Price

$40.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

2+

$33.00
$33.00

12+

$31.33 $30.50
$30.50 $29.25

Lavau 2012 Gigondas (Red)

Gigondas AOC, Southern Rhône Valley region of France

90 POINTS +
#72 in the TOP
100 WINES of 2015
-Wine Spectator

This wine was produced from the steep, terraced hillsides of Gigondas, an
appellation in the southern Rhône Valley of France. Wines produced from
Gigondas are primarily red and very similar in style to the wines of the greater
known (and usually much more expensive) Châteauneuf du Pape region.
Gigondas wines offer a great value with high quality fruit and generally more
reasonable price points than those of Châteauneuf du Pape. Lavau's 2012
Gigondas, a blend of 50% Grenache, 40% Syrah, and 10% Mourvedre, features
a dark, rich profile with high concentration and excellent balance. Characteristic
notes of steeped plum, black licorice and graphite come through on the nose
and palate. Aged 12 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2022.
Save
18%-31%
online!

Membership
Level
2 & 3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail
Price

$28.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

2+

$23.00
$23.00

12+

$21.33 $20.50
$20.50 $19.25

Château Maucoil 2014 Châteauneuf du Pape (White)
Châteauneuf du Pape AOC, Southern Rhône Valley region of France

90 POINTS

- Wine Spectator

Produced from the Châteauneuf du Pape appellation of the southern Rhône
Valley of France, the Château Maucoil 2014 Châteauneuf du Pape is a blend
of 85% Grenache Blanc, 10% Bourboulenc, and 5% Clairette. Beautifully light
golden in color, this wine is crisp, clear, and bright with fresh and vibrant
flavors. Rich aromas of pear and citrus complement the pretty flavors of white
grapefruit, orange blossom, white flowers and subtle honeysuckle. The supple,
fruit-forward palate is balanced with a nice presence of minerality that lingers
on the finish. Try pairing the Château Maucoil 2014 Châteauneuf du Pape with
seafood or goat cheese. Enjoy now until 2019.
Save
17%-28%
online!

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

Membership
Level
2 & 3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail
Price

$35.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$29.00
$29.00

6+

12+

$27.33 $26.50
$26.50 $25.25

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special Wines.

