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It all began as a couple visiting the Napa Valley
from Southern California several times a year and
eventually being drawn into the ambiance and lifestyle
of the area.
“We actually loved the place and the people
we met,” recalled Les Breckenridge, who co-owns
Breckenridge Wine Company with his wife Karen.
“At one point we bought some land with the idea
of moving up to Napa Valley in a few years,
building a home and developing the property.”
But, according to Breckenridge, the couple’s
plans changed dramatically.
“We decided not to wait and found a
lovely home in St. Helena that fit our needs. It had
some property with it and we decided to move
immediately,” he added. “That was in 1990 and
we’ve been here ever since.”
Two years later, Les and Karen
Breckenridge planted a modest 1 ½-acre
vineyard on their land and chose the
venerable Cabernet Sauvignon as their
varietal. “Cabernet Sauvignon was the
wine we most enjoyed drinking and our
location was actually on the valley floor
that was part of the St. Helena AVA. Great
Cabernets were being made all around
us and we felt it was the correct varietal
for our small operation. We named the
vineyard Jen-Mar Vineyard in honor of our
two daughters, Jennifer and Marnie. We
hoped the fruit from it would be
exceptional,” he explained.
The initial attempts at winemaking
(mostly for friends and acquaintances)
were incredibly successful and the couple
decided to devote their efforts more
commercially toward making a truly
exceptional wine. Along the way they
employed Jim Barbour to handle the
vineyard operations and Bruce Devlin as
the winemaker.
Both were wine industry veterans
and Devlin brought an imposing resume
with him that included stops in South
Africa, Germany and Australia along with a
number of top wineries in California
(Ballantine Vineyards, Three Clicks Wines).
“We have been quite fortunate in that
our wines have never received less than a 91 in any
ratings,” related Les Breckenridge. “That’s a great tribute
to Bruce’s winemaking skills and Jim’s efforts to insure
the best possible fruit from our small vineyard.”
The Breckenridges are originally from Southern
California and made their living in the healthcare
industry while serving as hospital administrators. Both
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partners have master’s degrees from UCLA and Les
Breckenridge still owns an assisted living facility in
Maryland.
But Breckenridge Wine Company is very much a
family affair. Karen assists with marketing the
winery’s wines and developed an impressive label
for the entity. “Our name had too many letters to
wrap around a bottle,” Karen Breckenridge explained.
“So I found a more vertical way of explaining just
who we are and what’s in our bottle.”
The small production of Breckenridge Wine
Company varies with the volume of fruit their
idyllic vineyard produces. “It can vary greatly,”
informed Les Breckenridge. “Take 2011 for
instance. We were only able to produce around
100 cases. The next year, 2012, we produced
200 and that is about average for us. Since a
bountiful vintage doesn’t necessarily translate
to a quality year, we always have our fingers
crossed until the fruit is harvested.”
The winery uses only new French
oak each year and stores the wine for a
minimum of 24 months.
The style is what Les Breckenridge
terms, “big, classic California.” He attempts
to produce a wine with moderate fruit
that provides richness and complexity in
each bottle.
Les and Karen Breckenridge are
thrilled with the prospect that their
daughter Marnie, an accomplished opera
star, will one day join the marketing efforts
of the winery. The lovely soprano has
performed around the world and is rumored
to carry bottles of her family’s wine on
every singing engagement to the delight of
her musical accompanists and fans.
This is the proverbial icing on the
cake for her father who entered the wine
industry because he enjoyed the camaraderie
that developed when tasting wines at trade
events. He terms the feeling a “fellowship
of sharing with people who become
lifelong friends.”
Companies like Breckenridge Wine
Company are few and far between due to
small production. In the case of this Napa
Valley gem of a winery, very little will change
in the future.
“We once considered making a Sauvignon Blanc
to go with the Cabernet, but decided against it. We will
continue making great wine in small amounts as we have
since we began.”
Bravo, Les Breckenridge. Would that there were
more like you in the business.
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The Breckenridge 2013 Jen Mar Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon was produced from the
winery’s meticulously farmed vineyard at the
south end of the St. Helena appellation in
Napa Valley. Here, the fruit receives
abundant sunshine, allowing for ideal color,
tannin, and flavor development that results
in complex yet elegant wines. Dark garnet in
color, the 2013 Jen Mar Vineyard Cabernet
Sauvignon has rich, attractive aromas and
flavors of raspberries, cherries, chocolate,
and tobacco. Notes of maple, vanilla, and
coffee from the aging in French Oak really
makes this wine delicious. Soft tannins
and hints of spiced plums, cedar, and earth
linger on the finish. A bright and balanced
Cabernet, and Breckenridge’s favorite
vintage to date. Aged 22 months in oak.
Enjoy now until 2023.
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To your health and happiness.
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Breckenridge
2013 Jen Mar Vineyard Napa Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon
Retail Price at the Winery: $60.00

You Save 10% to 16% off the winery retail price!
Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing:*
# of Bottles Ordered:

2-Btl. Members:
4-Btl. Members:

2+

6+

12+

$54.00
$54.00

$52.33
$51.50

$51.50
$50.25

www.GoldMedalWineClub.com
1-800-266-8888

P 707-963-7761
F 707-963-7792
info@breckenridgewines.com
FULL REVIEW by:
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*Effective per bottle prices after
Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Specials Wines.

PLATINUM SERIES IS PRESENTED BY GOLD MEDAL WINE CLUB, SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 1-800-266-8888

