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Gold BENESSERE VINEYARDS

2015 ZINFANDEL

Collins Holystone Vineyard, Napa Valley

240 Cases
Produced

Benessere Vineyards is a small, family-owned boutique winery specializing in Italian
varietals made in the heart of Napa Valley, in the acclaimed St. Helena appellation.
Benessere, an Italian word meaning 'well being' or 'living the good life,' reflects the
Benish family's dedication to producing Italian varietals and their penchant for providing
warm, welcoming hospitality at their historic wine country estate.
John and Ellen Benish purchased the St. Helena property in 1994 and immediately
began restoring the site's existing winery and residence and replanting the vineyards.
The following year, they produced their first vintage of Sangiovese and the dream was
realized. Since that inaugural vintage, the Benish family has added other sought-after
Italian varietals to their portfolio (Pinot Grigio, Moscato di Canelli, Sagrantino, and
Aglianico), plus a Super-Tuscan style blend and a few non-Italian varietals such as
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, and Zinfandel.
The Benessere Vineyards property is steeped in history and originally served as a
cattle ranch, and then as a dairy farm in the 1920's and 1930's before being converted
to a thoroughbred horse ranch in the 1960's - complete with a racetrack at the front of
the property. In the 1970's, the property changed owners and a majority of the land
was converted to vineyards (one can still see the stall doors from when the original
barn was converted into a wine cellar). Looking back even farther, the local Native
American tribe used obsidian found on the property to make arrowheads and tools, and
on occasion, the Benishes still find fragments of obsidian, reminding them of days past.
In fact, they aptly named their vineyard, 'Black Glass Vineyard.'
Winemaker for Benessere Vineyards is Matt Reid, whose education at UC Davis and
experience working for a number of Napa Valley wineries makes him an excellent
addition to the Benessere family. Matt has been the winemaker at Seavey Vineyard and
Quixote Winery, the custom crush winemaker at Failla Wines, and the consulting
winemaker for Burgess Cellars. He also operates his own brand, PWR Wines, with his
wife Marcy Webb, who is currently the assistant winemaker for Ballentine Vineyards.
Matt is delighted to make wines for Benessere, where he can work with varietals that
are uncommon in Napa Valley. Plus, he has access to premium fruit, which is so necessary
when crafting high-end wines.
We hope you enjoy this selection from Benessere Vineyards. Cheers!

Accolades and Tasting Notes

Gold Medal Special Selection

The Benessere 2015 Collins Holystone Vineyard Zinfandel comes from a neighboring
property with gnarly 96 year-old vines. A big, briary nose displays notes of blackberry,
black raspberry and baked cherry with just a hint of caramel. The palate is bold and spicy
with juicy notes of black cherry and plum and subtle nuances of herbs, such as thyme and
rosemary. The soft tannins beautifully support this delicious wine, which has a nice balance
of acidity and a long, lingering finish. Aged 16 months in oak. 100% Zinfandel. Enjoy!
Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing:*
Membership
Level

YOU SAVE 24%-34% off
the winery retail price!
GP+1019

2-Btl. Members:
4-Btl. Members:

Retail Price
at Winery

$38.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

6+

12+

$29.00
$29.00

$27.33
$26.50

$26.50
$25.25

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Specials Wines.
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