GOLD MEDAL WINE CLUB’S
Platinum Series Selection
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Beekeeper Cellars

2014 Montecillo Vineyard Zinfandel
Sonoma County

242 Cases
Produced

Beekeeper Cellars is the vision of best friends and co-winemakers Ian Blackburn
and Clay Mauritson. The two collaborated after adventurous individual careers in the
wine business, and at last, decided to work together on a project of their own.
Ian and Clay have very different backgrounds in the wine industry, but it is
their vast experience and knowledge that has made Beekeeper Cellars the successful
winery it is today. Clay Mauritson, a seventh generation grape grower, was born
and raised in the Dry Creek Valley and early on, was destined for the wine business.
He worked for several years at such esteemed wineries as Kenwood Vineyards,
Taft Street Vineyards, and Dry Creek Vineyards, honing his winemaking skills at
each location and gaining additional knowledge of winery operations. In 1998, he
formed his own label, Mauritson Wines, and is now well on his way to becoming
one of California’s foremost young winemakers. He was also a principle in creating
the Rockpile AVA in 2002 and owns hundreds of acres of estate vineyards, which
Beekeeper Cellars now has direct access to.
Ian Blackburn, on the other hand, operates a specialty wine marketing
organization known as wineLA and has pioneered wine education for the past
twenty years through www.learnaboutwine.com and www.wineLA.com. When he’s not
busy planning luxury wine trips for his audience, hosting corporate events, and
maintaining his two businesses, Ian is also studying for his Master of Wine certification.
Ian and Clay met and became friends in the 1990’s and always knew they
wanted to make wine together. In 2009, despite the challenges of the new economy,
Ian and Clay found that opportunity and joined forces to create Beekeeper Cellars.
The name of the winery is a nod to Ian’s family history as beekeepers, and the
winery also supports local bee oriented charities.
The mission at Beekeeper Cellars is to craft beautiful vineyard expressions
from premier vineyard sites, while reintroducing the quality wine audience to
Zinfandel. Each vintage, Beekeeper releases a handful of small lot, vineyarddesignate Zinfandels that are consistently praised and awarded as some of the best
Zins in the industry. We hope you enjoy this special selection from Beekeeper Cellars,
a Zinfandel that is sure to impress the palates of our Platinum Plus! members.

Accolades & Tasting Notes
96 POINTS - Connoisseurs’ Guide
94 POINTS - Purely Domestic Wine Report
92 POINTS - Robert Parker’s The Wine Advocate

The Beekeeper 2014 Montecillo Vineyard Zinfandel comes from the Sonoma
Valley, on a steep hillside property that sits 1,500 feet above sea level. Pure and
varietally correct, this juicy, rich, textural and succulent Zinfandel boasts lively and
defined notes of cherry and plum with accents of cracked pepper and spice. The
French Oak barrels add refinement and nuance that integrate seamlessly with the
bright fruit flavors. Aged 15 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2024.

You Save 10% off the winery retail price!
Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing:*
Winery Retail Price: $60.00

Gold Medal Price: $54.00
800-266-8888

PP+1216

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.

Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Specials Wines.

