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Garagiste
[gar-uh-zheest’] noun - A French term used to describe
independent, artisan winemakers crafting small batches
of wine in garage-type settings and not yet
discovered by the mainstream.

WINE CLUB

Avenales Ranch

Owners: The Sinton Family
Winemaker: Anthony Yount
Location: Paso Robles Highlands, California

Since 1875, the Sinton (once Sinsheimer) family has been ranching the
rolling, oak-filled hills and cultivating the valleys of San Luis Obispo county. The
family’s original patriarch, Bernard Sinton, collected over 72 homesteads to put
together what is now the Avenales Ranch in the Pozo Valley, which is located
just 20 miles from Paso Robles. Here, the Sinton family originally focused on sustainably running cattle for a grass-fed beef
program, but in 1972, decided to diversify the property by planting a vineyard and eventually found themselves entering
the wine industry.
The Sinton family’s vineyard was named ‘Shell Creek Vineyards’ after the seasonal creek
that runs through the property and carries small pieces of fossilized shells that are found in the
hillsides on the ranch. Planted to Petite Sirah (the hallmark of the vineyard), Cabernet Sauvignon,
Chenin Blanc and Valdiguié, Shell Creek Vineyards is nestled on a gentle hillside beneath limestone
cliffs where the soil shows unique layers of alluvium and marine limestone.
In 1977, the Sinton family became aware of the potential of their grapes and began selling to
wineries all across California - which immediately resulted in several award-winning wines. Over
the years, numerous wineries have vineyard-designated and received Gold Medals from Shell Creek
Vineyards’ Petite Sirah grapes, including Imagery Winery, Benziger Family Winery, Caymus, Broc
Cellars, Meridian Winery, Castoro Vineyards, Bogle Winery, Bending Branch, Hitching Post, David
Bruce Winery, Au Bon Climat, Hitching Post, Hope Family Wines, Nelle, Fableist, Field Recordings,
Ursa Vineyards, Sextant and Thacher. This SIP certified (sustainability in practice) vineyard
continues to improve in quality and has become a highly desirable site for Petite Sirah.
In 2007, the Sinton family embarked on a new venture for the ranch - winemaking! Originally named ‘Shell Creek
Vineyards,’ the entity started by exclusively producing small-lot Old Vine Petite Sirah with the help of winemaker Greg
Stokes and they received several distinguished awards for their wines over the next few years. In 2017, winemaker Anthony
Yount joined the winery, and they added an Old Vine Chenin Blanc and a Rose of Valdiguié to the portfolio. Along with these
changes, the Sinton family decided to update the wine label and name to Avenales Ranch. Avenales means ‘the place where
the wild oats grow.’
Today, Avenales Ranch is owned by Steve Sinton (Bernard Sinton’s great grandson), his wife Jane, and two of Steve’s
sisters. Steve and Jane’s son, Daniel Sinton, oversees the daily operations of both the cattle and the vineyards/winery.
Daniel marks the fifth generation of his family to live and ranch in California’s San Luis Obispo County, and his children
are the sixth generation. The Avenales Ranch property has been the Sinton family’s responsibility for generations, thus
they take pride in continuing to improve the quality of their Shell Creek Vineyards fruit and taking care the land and the
environment. We are happy to share the Avenales Ranch 2017 Old Vine Petite Sirah with our Garagiste Wine Club members.

Avenales Ranch 2017 Old Vine Petite Sirah

531 cases produced

Shell Creek Vineyards, Paso Robles Highlands, California

The Avenales Ranch 2017 Old Vine Petite Sirah comes from vines planted in 1972 at Shell Creek Vineyards
in Paso Robles Highlands (next year will be the 50th anniversary!). Classically deep purple in color, this Petite
Sirah boasts a mouthful of luscious dark berries. Traditional Petite Sirah blackberry, anise, and leather shine
through while notes of vanilla and bright plum round out the finish. The smooth tannin structure and touch of
acidity are a pleasant surprise with this beautiful wine. Aged 24 months in Hungarian oak. Enjoy!

Gold Medal Wine Club Price: $28.00 / bottle

To order, visit the Wine Store at www.GoldMedalWineClub.com or call 1-800-266-8888
*2 bottle minimum per wine, per order. Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included. Call for details.

