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IN JUST 200 YEARS, AUSTRALIA'S
WINE INDUSTRY HAS GROWN FROM
A FEW SMALL PLANTINGS TO
WORLDWIDE RECOGNITION FOR
QUALIT Y, INNOVATION, AND DEPTH.

Less than four decades ago, the Australian wine industry was mired in a bleak economic set of
circumstances. Much of the country’s wines were sold in a plastic bag inside a box, with the resultant
identity of basic class wine. A 20 percent wholesale wine tax didn’t help matters.
Then in 1986, several factors contributed to the rise in both quantity and quality of Australian
wines. The Australian dollar hit historic lows due to the sharp fall in prices of Australia’s coal, grain
and other primary export products.
The resultant wholesale value to wine sales doubled on two occasions and both the
domestic consumer price and the export consumer price grew by over 50 percent over the next
decade. Growers benefited and the quality level of Australian wines rose dramatically. Small and large
plantings occurred throughout most of Australia’s wine growing regions and international demand
for Australian wines increased significantly. Other countries, notably Chile and Argentina,
saw Australia’s progress and initiated expansion programs of their own. Global
demand for these products increased with Australia leading the way. The
country suddenly became the world’s fifth largest producer of wines.
Importantly, high quality wine from Australia was accepted by international
competitions and proved to be an added factor in the country’s rise to wine prominence.
If anything, there are more exceedingly high quality Australian wines available today than
any other period in history.
Regionally, areas that formerly held little or no vineyards suddenly came into their
own. Areas such as Western Australia and Southeastern Australia attracted new investors and
resulted in new wineries and ultra modern facilities. The established regions such as New South
Wales and Barossa Valley suddenly had top competitors such as the wineries featured in this
International Series.
The fact that Australia has a multitude of micro-climates as well as a great diversity of
soils and growing surfaces makes the country a wonderful environment for continued growth.
Only the lack of a solid water supply hinders the country’s wine industry. A severe drought
in 2008 brutally impacted growers and producers in a number of growing regions.
Internationally, Australia suddenly became a major source for well-made,
relatively inexpensive wines. This price value relationship was a real boon to startup
wineries seeking additional sources of distribution outside Australia. Numerous
small production wines suddenly found themselves on foreign wine lists and

Like many South Australian wine regions, Padthaway has an excellent
Mediterranean (warm) climate with an abundant underground water supply. Its terra
rossa soil provides its vineyards with a unique terroir flavor. Originally part of the
ocean sea, the area possesses numerous layers of limestone that significantly helps
with grape intensity.

Region Spotlight:
Frankland River

on the shelves of quality wine merchants
throughout the world.
This impressive wine boom has
tended to level out at present, but the influx
(particularly in Great Britain and the United
States) of ultra-premium wines has continued
unabated. Internet exposure has also benefited
these small Australian producers where
their stories are but a few clicks away. Today,
Australia exports some 60 percent of its entire
production, making it the fourth largest exporter
of wine at around 200 million gallons a year.
While the fact that the country has
more than sixty designated wine regions makes
familiarity with some of these areas quite difficult,
the overall wine quality that Australia offers
more than makes up for so many designations.
Australia’s major grape variety, the great
Shiraz, continues to dominate Australian reds.
In combination with Cabernet Sauvignon and
other varietals, the Shiraz produces a smooth
and elegant wine that has become a favorite
with connoisseurs and restauranteurs alike.
It is our pleasure to introduce these
fascinating Australian creations to you. Enjoy!

Region Spotlight:
Padthaway

		
Named by the Potawurutj
Aborigines the name Padthaway
means "good water." The wine region
surrounds the town of the same
name and is located in Southeastern
Australia. Vineyards were first planted
in the mid-1960’s and have flourished
since inception. A number of top
Australian wineries have vineyards
in Padthaway including Seppelts,
L i n d e m a n ’s a n d H a r d y W i n e
Company. The region is somewhat
rectangular, being 39 miles long
and 5 miles wide (not too
dissimilar to California’s
Napa Valley) and occupies
almost ten thousand acres
of producing vineyards.

The Frankland River is millions of years old and has cut through the region’s
ancient surface rocks to create gravel-loam soils that are moderately fertile and almost
perfect for locating and growing vineyards. The area is Australia’s coolest and most
isolated, and is located in far Western Australia.
The river valley is itself crucial to the region’s climate, sucking cold air (winter
and spring) down to the Southern Ocean (some 20 miles away). It reverses itself in the
summer by funneling cool and
humid air north from the ocean
that moderates afternoon heat
and provides a long and slowripening growing period (similar
to Bordeaux, France). Soils are
chiefly derived from granite or
gneiss outcrops and are typically
rich, red in color and uniform.
Only 4,000 acres of land
are under vine and are tendered
by some 15 wine entities.

WINE REGIONS OF AUSTRALIA
Australia is home to an amazing array of diverse climates and these
are reflected in the country's unique and regionally distinct wine
regions. This month's featured wineries are from Western Australia
and South Australia, two of the country's top wine producing states.
Western Australia is the largest State and spans the western third of
the Australian continent. Its winemaking regions are almost entirely
concentrated in the southwest and great southern land divisions,
where the climate sees a cooling influence from the Indian Ocean.
South Australia is responsible for almost 50% of Australia's annual
production and it is home to some of the most famous regions,
historic estates, and oldest vines in the country. It is the driest state,
but the Murray River supplies critical water for irrigation and the
multitude of soils and varying altitude allows for a wide range of
wine styles.
Western Australia
Swan Valley
Perth Hills
Margaret River
Pemberton
Geographe
Blackwood Valley
Manjimup
Great Southern
Frankland River
South Australia
Clare Valley
Riverland
Barossa Valley
Eden Valley
Adelaide Hills

McLaren Vale
Langhorne Creek
Southern Fleurieu
Padthaway
Coonawarra

Australia:
Fun Facts!

Australia has over 60 designated wine
regions.
In Australia, there are more kangaroos than
people.
Australia's Highway 1 is the world's longest
national highway. With about 9,000 miles, it
circumnavigates the entire country.
The top ten deadliest snakes can be found
in Australia.
There is a mountain in Australia called
Mt. Disappointment because its explorers
found the view from it sub-par and wanted
to reflect that.
The world's largest cattle station, Anna Creek
Station in Australia, is larger than Israel.
The Australian Alps receive more snow than
Switzerland.
Vegemite is an Australian food paste made
from yeast extract. It is very salty and most
often spread on a piece of buttered toast.
Aussies swear by it!
Burning Mountain, Australia, has an
underground natural coal fire that has been
burning for about 6,000 years.
Australia exports camels to Saudi Arabia.
In 1880, Melbourne, Australia was the
richest city in the world.
The world's oldest fossil, which is about 3.4
billion years old, was found in Australia.
The world's largest reef system, the Great
Barrier Reef, is found off the north-eastern
coast of Australia. It's 2,600 km long!

Photos, top to bottom, left to right:
•
A gorgeous sunset falls over the serene Frankland River Region in Western Australia.
•

Kangaroos are one of many marsupials native to Australia. They are an unofficial symbol of
the country and appear as an emblem on the Australian Coat of Arms and on some of the
country's currency.

•

Shiraz (known in other countries as Syrah) is Australia's most popular red grape. It was first
introduced to the country in 1832 by James Busby, who brought Syrah vine clippings with him
from Europe.

•

Hunter and Elizabeth Smith (of Frankland
Estate in the Frankland River Region)
have taken over the day-to-day aspects
of their family winery and are involved
with everything from viticulture, to
winemaking, sales, and marketing.

•

The map of Australia's wine regions.

•

Henry's Drive Vignerons is a family winery
located in the famed Padthaway region of
South Australia. The winery was founded
in 1992 and today is one of the most
reputable in the region.

•

The flag of Australia.

THE FLAG OF AUSTRALIA
The Australian flag features
a blue background with the
Union Jack in the upper left
corner. A large white sevenpointed star known as the
Commonwealth Star is just
beneath it and to the right is a
representation of the Southern
Cross constellation, made up of five white stars. The Union
Jack acknowledges the history of British settlement. The
Commonwealth Star represents the unity of the six states
and the territories of the Commonwealth of Australia. The
Southern Cross constellation was chosen because it can only
be seen from the southern hemisphere and
is a reminder of Australia's geography.
The flag was adopted on September
3, 1901, the date proclaimed as
Australian National Flag Day.

Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by Fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at: www.goldmedalwineclub.com

Two

of australia's most reputable family wineries build on tradition,
passion, and drive to take their estates to the next level.
Frankland Estate:
Frankland River Region

in Spain (Baixas Region in northwest Spain). He is considered an
expert in making wine from the Riesling grape.

The husband and wife team of Barrie Smith and Judi Cullam
established the winery in 1988 after visiting Bordeaux’s famed
vineyards. They also worked two vintages at Chateau Senejac,
a respected winery in the Haut-Medoc that is owned by the
proprietors of Chateau Talbot, the fourth-growth estate in St. Julien.
The property has been certified ‘A’ grade organic since
2009 and is audited on a yearly basis. No pesticides, synthetic
fertilizers, fungicides nor growth hormones are utilized. Instead,
Frankland Estate relies on mid-row cultivation, recycled winery
waste, animal manures and composting and mulching techniques
that increase soil fertility and encourage biodiversity within the
vineyards. Great pride is taken in the fruit from Frankland Estate’s
Isolation Ridge Vineyard; a 74-acre planting that provides all of
Frankland Estate’s red wine production.
The operation is definitely a family affair with daughter
Elizabeth and son Hunter Smith working full time in various aspects
of the winery. The younger Smiths have taken over the day-to-day
aspects of Frankland Estate but founders Barrie and Judi remain
active in winery affairs.

Henry's Drive
Vignerons:
Padthaway Region
The name is derived
from the proprietor, Henry
John Hill, of the 19th Century
mail coach service that once
ran through the property.
The coach drivers were highly revered and well-respected since
they were the only form of transportation for mail and passengers.
A young couple, Mark and Kim Longbottom, shared a
passion for viticulture and winemaking and decided to become
involved in the wine business. In 1992, the pair planted the first
vines that would become Henry’s Drive Vignerons. First releases
occurred in 1998 and began an incredibly successful run in the
South Australian wine business. Mark passed away in 2008 and
Kim continues the Henry’s Drive progression in his memory.
The modern operation occupies some 300 acres in the idyllic
Padthaway Valley and another 30 acres in nearby McLaren Vale.
A number of Henry’s Drive bottles carry a rendition of the original
coach that plied the land.
Henry’s Drive selections have had a marvelous career in
national and international competitions. This lofty acclaim has led
Henry’s Drive Vignerons to the very top ladder of South Australia’s
leading wine producers.

The Winemakers: Elizabeth Smith & Brian Kent
Elizabeth Smith is another veteran winemaker that
graduated with a Bachelor of Science (Honors) in Agricultural
Science from the University of Western Australia in 1998. She also
completed further studies in viticulture from highly-respected
Charles Sturt University in New South Wales, Victoria. She is the
sister of Hunter Smith, currently listed as owner of Frankland Estate.
Brian Kent has been winemaker at Frankland Estate since
2010. He holds a Postgraduate Degree in Viticulture and Oenology
from Lincoln University in Christchurch, New Zealand and also
served as assistant winemaker at Ferngrove Winery for the five
years prior to his association with Frankland Estate. Brian also
has extensive experience in California (Russian River Valley) and

The Winemaker: Kim Jackson
Kim Jackson is a twenty-plus
veteran of Australian winemaking. She
possesses a Bachelor of Agricultural
Science and Oenology from the University
of Adelaide that she earned in 1998. After
graduation, Jackson spent time in the
McLaren Vale Region of Southern Australia.
She also traveled to France (Nuit St.
George, Burgundy) and California (Sonoma
County) to learn about the production of
wines in those areas.
She is also winemaker for the affluent Shirvington Estate
and has won numerous awards for her incredible wines. Jackson
is proud of the fact that Henry’s Drive Vignerons only utilizes its
estate-grown fruit. “I find this most interesting as a winemaker
because the wines can speak to you about the different vintage
conditions, which is less possible when you blend your grapes with
those from vineyards that will differ from year to year.”
She is considered a role model for South Australian women
winemakers, who currently make up more than 25 percent of the
graduating classes at Kim’s alma mater, the University of Adelaide.

The International Series features specially-selected, imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

You Save 10%-31% off the winery retail price!

New! Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing*

Frankland Estate 2011 Isolation Ridge Vineyard Shiraz
Frankland River Region

2011

95 POINTS

- Australian Wine Competition

91 POINTS

- Robert Parker's The Wine Advocate

GOLD MEDAL

- Concours Mondial de Bruxelles
Competition

Frankland Estate's 2011 Isolation Ridge Vineyard Shiraz was produced
from the Frankland River Region, located in the larger Great Southern
region of Western Australia. The wine is bright, deep plum in color with a
complex and concentrated nose expressing soft, spicy, ripe plum notes with
touches of mocha, brooding earthiness, and subtle floral characteristics.
The palate has a nice intensity of flavor balanced by a vibrant acidity that
gives direction and freshness to the wine. A nice core of Satsuma plum
flavors lingers on the finish. This wine is delicious and approachable now,
but it has the structure and finesse to reward long-term cellaring as well.
Aged 18 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2021.
Save
13%-23%
online!

Membership
Level

Retail Price
at Winery

2/3-Btl. Members:

$40.00
$40.00

4+Btl. Members:

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

24+

$35.00 $33.33 $32.50 $31.67
$35.00 $32.50 $31.25 $30.83

Frankland Estate 2014 Rocky Gully Riesling
Frankland River Region

2014 RIESLING

96 POINTS

- Wine Genius (WineGenius.com)

91 POINTS

- Philip White of Drinkster Blog

The Frankland Estate 2014 Rocky Gully Riesling was produced from the
Frankland River Region, one of the coolest wine-growing regions in Western
Australia and a prime site for cold weather loving Riesling. This vibrant,
fresh, easy drinking, and food friendly wine displays generous fruit flavors
while also maintaining a certain delicacy and finesse. Aromas of exotic
fruit, subtle apple, and lime, mingle with notes of nectarine, stone fruits,
spice and minerality to provide a nice complexity. The palate is crisp and
refreshing with a spicy flintiness/minerality that leads to a long, complex
finish. The 2014 Rocky Gully Riesling is ideally served chilled and is the
perfect aperitif to be served with a wide range of foods including seafood
and dishes with light spice. Enjoy now until 2019.
Save
12%-29%
online!

Membership
Level

Retail Price
at Winery

2/3-Btl. Members:

$25.00
$25.00

4+Btl. Members:

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

24+

$22.00 $20.33 $19.50 $18.67
$22.00 $19.50 $18.25 $17.83

Henry's Drive 2012 Pillar Box Cabernet Sauvignon
Padthaway Region

The fruit for the 2012 Pillar Box Cabernet Sauvignon was sourced from the
Henry's Drive Padthaway vineyards in South Australia. These vines were
harvested at optimum ripeness and after fermentation and a period of
aging the wine in French oak barrels, a small portion of the best Cabernet
Sauvignon parcels were blended to make this special wine. Aromas of
thyme, oregano, and mulberry complement the rich yet elegant palate
with flavors of cocoa, cedar spice, dark berries, and forest floor. The finish
is long and lingering and would nicely complement a dish of roasted lamb
cutlets. 100% Cabernet Sauvignon. Enjoy now until 2022.

SILVER MEDAL

- Limestone Coast Wine Show

Save
10%-31%
online!

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

Membership
Level

Retail Price
at Winery

2/3-Btl. Members:

$20.00
$20.00

4+Btl. Members:

2+

Number of Bottles Ordered:

6+

12+

24+

$18.00 $16.33 $15.50 $14.67
$18.00 $15.50 $14.25 $13.83

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special Wines.

