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NOW POISED AS THE WORLD'S
5TH LARGEST WINE PRODUCER ,
ARGENTINA SEES RAPID GROWTH
AND MODERNIZATION IN RECENT YEARS.
Even though Argentina can
trace its wine history back more
than five centuries to Spanish
Jesuits, it is only recently that
the country’s wines have risen
in statue to compete at the
international level.
The reason for this is a
single grape varietal - the much
chastised Bordeaux grape called
the Malbec. Malbec is susceptible
to many plant ailments and that
fact has diminished the vine's
popularity.
Truth is, Malbec in Bordeaux is mostly used as a blender to achieve color or fruit
density. Standing on its own, the wine has never achieved a large following except in the
area around Cahors in France.
		
But in the middle of the 19th century, French agronomist Miguel Aime Pouget
brought the first cuttings to the South American country and the rest is history.
For some reason, Malbec absolutely thrives in Argentina, and particularly in
the Mendoza grape growing region. The grapes there produce intense wines with
plum and berry-like flavors with a velvety finish. The Malbec has found particular
attainment in the United States where American palates have discovered a pleasing
varietal friend in the Bordeaux grape.
		
Perhaps the key to Malbec’s success is the fact that most Argentine plantings
are at high altitudes and the vines seem resistant to many of the impediments
of its French cousin. It is also less tannic and smoother to one’s palate.
A number of international wine entities have taken a position and
purchased land in the Mendoza region and the number is steadily growing.
French, Italian, Chilean and American wineries are taking advantage of the
huge explosion of interest in Malbec.
		
Today, Argentina is the world’s fifth largest producer of wine, most of
which is consumed within the country itself. But exports have risen sharply in the
past decade with a decided percentage of high end varietals leading the way.
Enotourism is also up in Argentina, whose cuisine is well suited to its wines.
Many wineries offer wine dinners that provide comparisons of different wines with
diverse foods.
Argentina also benefits from the fact it enjoys a growing season directly
opposite from Europe and the United States. Bud break occurs in October and
the harvest generally begins in February, a time when competing vineyards
elsewhere are completely dormant. This advantage translates into a retail
advantage when annual varietals are first introduced.
The future of the Argentine wine industry is extremely bright.
Growers have reduced yields to respectable levels and better wines

have resulted. The fact that Argentine vines
have never felt the power of the phylloxera
pest is unique in the grape-growing world.
Most Argentine vineyards are planted
on ungrafted rootstock, a factor that
impedes potential phylloxera infiltration.
Also, the high proportion of sand in the
soil and the relative isolation of Argentina
are also cited as possible reasons for
the country’s resistance to the pest.
There are more than 1,250
wineries operating in Argentina, a
number of which are small, boutiquestyle operations that produce extremely
high quality wines. The six largest wineries
account for 70% of the market, and about
84% of the wine sold in Argentina is red.

Region Spotlight: Mendoza

Each of these International Series
selections originate from the Province
of Mendoza, located in the far western
expanse of the country. Mendoza is
Argentina’s leading producer of top
quality fruit. It is located in the shadow
of Mount Aconcagua and plantings
average from 2,000-3,600 feet, some of
the highest altitude vineyard plantings
in the world.
However, the location of each
featured winery differs greatly
and must be explained when
considering their wines.
					

Casa Bianchi is located 150 miles due south of Mendoza City in the deep
southern part of the region. The area is classified as semi-arid, and is cold in the
winter and hot in the summer. Plantings are at lower altitudes than other districts,
ranging from 1,600 to 2,600 feet. The San Rafael District is the leading locale
for high-caliber wines in that part of Argentina and has produced outstanding
wines for the last century.
The Uco Valley District (located some 100 miles southeast of Mendoza
City) is the home to LTU Wines’ imposing new releases. It mirrors California’s
Napa Valley with mild days, wet winters and warm summers with cool nights. Its
soils are rocky and permeable with some limestone thrown in throughout the
area. Most vineyards are planted at altitudes of between 2,500 and 5,500 feet
as you near the foothills. The Uco Valley has recently become among the most
well-known areas in Argentine winemaking circles and has produced a high
number of successful wines at the international competition level. The grapes of
Uco Valley tend to be very intense with moderate acidity and alcoholic content.

WINE REGIONS OF ARGENTINA
Known as the land of contrasts, Argentina offers one of the
most diverse groups of wine growing regions in the world.
From the high summits of the Andes, to the broad valleys
and sloping plaints, from the lush forests and absolutely arid
deserts, to the glaciers and waterfalls, Argentina is home
to any landscape you can imagine - and thus, a multitude
of wine growing possibilities. This wealth of natural
ecosystems,
paired
with the unusually
Jujuy
high average altitude,
Salta
and wide range of
Tucuman
temperatures,
give
Catamarca
Argentine wines their
La Rioja
unique identity and
quality.
The
most
San Juan
popular wine growing
Cordoba
region is Mendoza,
Mendoza
from
which
this
Neuquen
month's International
La Pampa
Series
wines
were
Rio Negro
produced.
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Argentina:

Fun Wine Facts!
Argentina is the fifth largest wine producer
in the world.
Malbec, Argentina's flagship grape variety,
arrived from France in the 1850's, along with
a host of French and other European grape
varieties. The vines were shipped across the
Atlantic Ocean by a French agronomist,
Michel A. Pouget, at the request of Domingo
Faustimo Sarmiento who, in 1853, vowed to
transform the quality of Argentina's wine
industry.
Mendoza is the largest and most successful
region for viticulture in Argentina. Located
east of the Andes Mountains, it accounts
for 70% of the country's wine production.
Most of Argentina's wine regions are located
in the west central part of the country, near
the foothills of the Andes Mountains. With
elevations up to 4,900 feet above sea level,
some of these vineyards have the highest
altitudes in the entire world.
More Malbec is grown in Argentina than
anywhere else in the world.
With the growing popularity of Malbec
worldwide, Argentina now exports Malbec to the
vine's old home of France, where vignerons in
Cahors (where it is traditionally known as
Cot) and Bordeaux have been busy planting
Argentine plants in French soils.
Today there are over 1,300 wineries making
noteworthy wines in Argentina.
The first Argentine grapevines were planted
by Spanish immigrants in the 1500's. At
that time, Catholic priests made wines to
celebrate mass.
The average vineyard altitude in Argentina
is 2,700 feet above sea level.

Photos, top to bottom, left to right:
•
Grapes are hand-harvested from Casa Bianchi's winery estate in Argentina's Mendoza region.
•
Just as the climate, soils, and geography of Argentina are quite varied, the animal life in the
country is varied as well. Llamas, alpacas (pictured), and vicunas are found in the Northern
Andes. Big cats such as jaguars and pumas, and other animals including monkeys and wild
boars are found in the central north and north-eastern areas. Deer, emus and foxes inhabit the
Pampas and Patagonian region.
•
The Uco Valley has become one of the most prized sub-regions within Mendoza for producing
world class fruit, especially the great Malbec.
•
It is a family affair at Casa Bianchi, whose viticultural history dates back four generations to 1928.
•
Argentina's Coat of Arms was established in 1944. At the top is the national emblem - a sun
symbol named 'el sol de Mayo.' The cap at the top of the spike is the Phygian cap symbolizing
liberty. The two shaking hands symbolize the unity of the different provinces of Argentina. The
blue and white behind the coat of arms symbolize the Argentine people and the land they inhabit.
The spike under the cap represents the people's willingness to defend their land and liberties.
•
LTU's winemaker, Cristobal Undurraga, is a fifth generation winemaker from Chile's first family
of wine professionals.

THE FLAG OF ARGENTINA

The history of Argentina's
flag dates back to 1812
when it was designed by
revolutionary military
leader Manual Belgrano.
The white middle band is
said to represent silver (the
country was named Argentina
after the Latin word
'Argentum,' meaning silver,
thinking the region contained vast amounts of the metal).
The blue bands represent the sky, the waters of Argentina's
Rio de la Plata, or the blue used by the Spanish royal house
of Bourbon on their coat of arms. In the
center of the flag is a national emblem,
a sun symbol named 'el sol de mayo'
(the sun of May), after Argentina's
May revolution that lead to the
nation's independence from Spain.
The symbol also pays homage to
the Incan Sun God Inti, as the
ancient Incas worshipped the sun
and its life giving power.

Order Toll Free: 1-800-266-8888 • Order by Fax: 1-800-266-8889
Order online at: www.goldmedalwineclub.com

Two

of mendoza's top wine producers find success keeping with family
tradition and honoring argentina's unique wine culture.
LTU Wines:
Uco Valley (Mendoza) Region

Casa Bianchi Winery:
San Rafael (Mendoza) Region
Casa Bianchi is a large (865 acres) winery and vineyards
operation with a long and proven history. It was founded in 1928 by
Don Valentin Bianchi who had left his native Italy some eighteen years
earlier. It is located in the San Rafael DOC District, some 150 miles south
of Mendoza City, in the southernmost part but still within the province
of Mendoza. Today, the scenic winery in the very foothills of the Andes
is run by fourth-generation great grandson, Raul Bianchi.		
In 1996, Bianchi hired prominent Napa Valley winemaker Bob
Pepi (Pepi Winery) to help with his vineyard management and update
the winery’s winemaking techniques. The association has proven
to be quite successful and the wines of Casa Bianchi have risen in
statue on both the national and international stage. A multi-million
investment by the Bianchi family in a new winery comes with stateof-the–art equipment and technology. Like many other Argentine
wineries, Casa Bianchi has ridden the wave of Malbec popularity that
has vaulted the country’s wines and reputation into the top class of
wine producing countries. It is our pleasure to introduce them to you
in this International Series selection.
Casa Bianchi Winemaker:
Facundo Pereira
Facundo Pereira, 43, is a graduate
of the Universidad Juan Agustin Maza in
Mendoza, where he earned a degree in
enology and viticulture in 2003. Pereira
actually started in the wine industry
while still in school (2001-2003) at the
Trivento Bodegas y Vinedos. He moved
to Chateaux Montviel, a French-owned
property (also called Chateaux Montviel,
located in Pomerol) after his graduation
and remained there for three-plus years. His next stop was as
production manager at Bodega Monteviejo (owned by the same
French company) where he remained until 2007. He became Manager
and Chief Winemaker at Bodega Diam Andes in Argentina’s Uco Valley
(also owned by a different French company) for the next four years
until accepting the winemaker position at Casa Bianchi in 2011. His
exceptional experience in making French-style wines has made Casa
Bianchi one of the country’s most respected wineries.

LTU Wines is a amalgamation of the first letters of six
last names, all principals in the boutique winery called LTU.
Tomas Larrain, Julio Lasmartres, Mario Toso, Ricardo Toso, Alfonso
Undurraga and Cristobal Undurraga have combined the families’
over 500 years of winemaking experience to produce wines that are
exceptional in nature that reflect their extraordinary vineyard in the
La Consulta growing area of Argentina’s Uco Valley.
When considering the origins of this remarkable winery,
the pedigrees of the six owners speak for themselves.
Tomas Larrain is a third generation viticulturist who was part
of vineyard life before he could walk. Following in the footsteps of
his father who was considered a wine visionary in Argentina, Larrain
is a close friend of the other principals in LTU Wines. Juilo Lesmatres’
mother owned the successful winery Neito, which was one of the
first Argentine wines exported to the United States decades ago.
Mario and Ricardo Toso are descendants of legendary Don Pascual
Toso, Argentina’s most prominent wine
figure more than a century ago. Alfonso and
Cristobal Undurraga are from Chile’s first
family of wine who were the pioneers of the
Chilean wine industry. Vina Undurraga was
the first Chilean wine exported to the United
States in 1903.
The six friends got together to
produce the finest bottles of Malbec,
Argentina’s premiere varietal.
LTU wines are not produced every year, but only when
the group feels that “Nature and Men combine their efforts to
produce outstanding wine. “
LTU Winemaker:
Cristobal Undurraga
A fifth generation winemaker
from Chile’s first family of wine
professionals, Cristobal 'Toti' Undurraga
is a graduate of the Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile. His degree is in
Agricultural Engineering and Enology.
He has worldwide experience including
stints at Chateaux Margaux in France,
Rosemont Estates in Australia and
Franciscan Estates in Napa Valley. Since
all the principals in LTU are noted
winemakers, it is significant that
Cristobal Undurraga was chosen to
be winemaker. Toti’s focus has always
been on high quality, terroir-oriented wines. His distinctive style
can be defined as one that looks for elegance, freshness and
balance. He presently lives in his native Chile at his biodynamic
estate in Alto Colchagua that is called Los Lingues Estate.

The International Series features specially-selected, imported hard-to-find wines
of the world for members of the Gold Medal Wine Club.

1-800-266-8888

www.goldmedalwineclub.com

“Bringing you the best
small wineries since 1992”

You Save 22%-43% off the winery retail price!

Instant! Gold Medal Membership Rewards Pricing*

Casa Bianchi 2012 'Famiglia Bianchi' Cabernet Sauvignon
San Rafael (Mendoza) Region

89 POINTS

- Wine Spectator

The Casa Bianchi 2012 'Famiglia Bianchi' Cabernet Sauvignon was produced
from the Asti and Dona Elsa Estate, situated in Rama Caida, San Rafael, Mendoza,
around 2,500 feet above sea level. This property sees warm days and cool nights
which are ideal for growing world class Cabernet Sauvignon. Classic in style, this
2012 'Famiglia Bianchi' Cabernet Sauvignon is red-purple in color with complex
aromas of dark berries, spice, cedar and chocolate. The nose carries through
to the palate, delivering a rich, luscious texture with berry and cedar flavors. A
well balanced wine with a long, lingering finish, this Cabernet pairs well with
red meats, lamb, and cheeses. Aged 10 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2022.
Membership
Level

Save
23%-40%
online!

2/3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail Price
at Winery

$22.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$17.00
$17.00

6+

12+

$15.33 $14.50
$14.50 $13.25

LTU 2009 Malbec

Uco Valley (Mendoza) Region

93 POINTS
+ EDITOR'S CHOICE
- Wine Enthusiast

93 POINTS

- James Suckling

92 POINTS

- Wine Spectator

The LTU 2009 Malbec comes from a single vineyard in La Consulta in the Uco
Valley of Argentina's famed Mendoza region. The vines here are nearly twenty
years old and perched at an impressive elevation of 3,000 feet where they are
naturally irrigated with the snowmelt water of the Andes Mountains. LTU's
2009 Malbec is an outstanding example of the country's flagship varietal with
wonderfully balanced complexity and concentration from start to finish. Intense
violet in color, the 2009 Malbec opens with aromas of toasted fig, blueberry, black
currant, tobacco and bittersweet cocoa. The palate mirrors the aromas with a rich
texture and long, elegant finish. Aged 24 months in oak. Enjoy now until 2019.
Membership
Level

Save
32%-38%
online!

2/3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail Price
at Winery

$65.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$44.00
$44.00

6+

12+

$42.33 $41.50
$41.50 $40.25

Casa Bianchi 2014 'LEO' Torrontes
San Rafael (Mendoza) Region

GOLD MEDAL
SPECIAL
SELECTION

Casa Bianchi's 2014 'LEO' Torrontes comes from the Dona Elsa Estate, situated in
Rama Caida, San Rafael, Mendoza at 2,500 feet above sea level. Rama Caida is
among the coolest areas of San Rafael, which the Torrontes grape grows extremely
well in. Light yellow in color, the 2014 'LEO' Torrontes offers young, delicate aromas
of white flowers and tropical fruits, including pineapple, peaches and white grapes,
as well as hints of grapefruit and lime. The palate is crisp, refreshing, and light with a
wonderful balance of citrus flavors. This 'LEO' label is a collaboration between Casa
Bianchi and Argentine soccer superstar Leo Messi's Charity Foundation. A portion
of the proceeds of LEO wines go to the foundation, and help with health care and
educational development of socially-disadvantaged children. Enjoy now until 2019.
Save
22%-43%
online!

Reorder online: www.goldmedalwineclub.com
Reorder toll free: 1-800-266-8888

Membership
Level
2/3-Btl. Members:
4+Btl. Members:

Retail Price
at Winery

$18.00

Number of Bottles Ordered:

2+

$14.00
$14.00

6+

12+

$12.33 $11.50
$11.50 $10.25

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout.
Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.
Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special Wines.

