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His father was an attorney in Saigon in the early 1960’s who
foresaw the tumultuous events that were in store for his country. Along
with his wife, the couple moved to Lyon, France to provide a peaceful
environment for their family. After some time, they moved back to
Vietnam, only returning to France to visit their children and relatives.

That is the story of Hien Nguyen'’s father; Vinh Van Nguyen. The
son, Hien Nguyen, and his siblings attended a high-caliber secondary
schoolin Lyon named Ampére. There, the young student experienced
traditional French cooking and was offered a choice of beverage
at the meal, water or wine.

From that point on, Hien Nguyen admits he cradled a
fascination for wine that he has recently turned into a passion
with the advent of Ampere Wines.

Before we get into Ampere Wines, let’s learn more of Hien
Nguyen’s unqualified success both in the educational world
and also in terms of his business accomplishment.

After Ampeére, Nguyen graduated from Paris’ Ecole
Polytechnique and soon thereafter he traveled to the
United States to study for his masters in mathematics at
MIT. That was in 1972 and three years later, he moved
to the University of Montana where he taught
mathematics. Later; he founded asoftware development
company that further expanded his business expertise.
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His infatuation with wine continued and soon
after the turn of the century, he happened upon a parcel
of hilly terrain that changed his entire life.

“I was actually looking for some property as a
recreational spot,” recalled Hien Nguyen, now an
incredibly active 68-year-old. “I wanted something
near the ocean and in the mountains and I eventually
stumbled on Pine Mountain in Northern California. It
was lovely and exactly what I was looking for. And, it
already had a planted vineyard.”

Nguyen’s long-term interest in wine and his
budding business expertise made Pine Mountain
Vineyards an extraordinary opportunity for the former
college professor. He set about creating a winery
vehicle that could showrcase the exceptional fruit that
he was told was of remarkable quality.

The new vineyard owner promptly hired one of
the most celebrated California winemakers, Thomas
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Rivers Brown, to create the wines of Ampere Wines. What happened
next could be the material for a Hollywood movie, a thoroughly
romantic one.

Ampeére Wines’ initial release of around 300 cases was met
with incredible critical acclaim and the new winery was off to a
running start. It has continued to receive high marks and has
developed a passionate following in the ensuing years. Production
has remained on the boutique-ish side of between 400 and 500

cases, but should increase in the future.

Hien Nguyen is also keenly interested in developing
additional high altitude vineyards on his property. Several
blocks of different clones are already in their second year and
will produce usable fruit in the near future.

Part of this interest stems from the recently awarded (in
November 2011) Pine Mountain-Cloverdale Peak AVA,
considered one ofthe smallestarea, highestaltitude appellations
in California. For the record, the new AVA is at the extreme
northern end of Sonoma’s Alexander Valley AVA and
actually touches the southern end of the Mendocino AVA
to the west. Ithas been compared favorably to Bordeaux

in terms of climate, temperature and light and has seen
industry giants Jackson Family Vineyards and Francis
Ford Coppola Vineyards begin development of estate
vineyards of their own.

“I believe the future of my company, Ampére
Wines, lies in the development of these high altitude
vineyards,” added Nguyen. “I have planted several
Cabernet Sauvignon clones at 2,600-foot elevations,
several hundred feet higher than my present vineyards.
If these vines mature as Thomas (Rivers Brown) and I
expect, the resulting fruit and wines will take Ampeére
Wines to the nextlevel”

Considering the fact that the tiny Pine Mountain-
Cloverdale Peak AVA already houses some twenty
winegrowers and wineries, such elevated anticipations
are definitely within the realm of possibility.

The fact that Ampére Wines and Pine Mountain
| Vineyards are already highly successful operations leads
one to believe that the attainment of higher goals will
definitely occur. It is our pleasure to introduce this
winery to our Platinum Wine Club members. Enjoy!

The Best Wine Club on the Planet. Period.



Ampere Wines | 2012 ‘High Elevation’ Cabernet Sauvignon
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cherry, plum, smoke, menthol, and spice, with excellence throughout
soft tannins that linger on the finish. Aged in
oak. 100% Cabernet Sauvignon. Enjoy now
until 2022.

Ifyou are ever in the neighborhood, Pplease reach out:

Cheers,
INSTANT Hien Neuron.
Membership Rewards Pricing* sien
Winery Retail Price 2+ 6+ 12+
$69-60/btt btls. btls. btls.
2-Bottle Members: $55.00 $53.33 $52.50
4-Bottle Members: $55.00 $52.50 $51.25
Add a Plus! Bottle to your next wine delivery This month’s Platinum Plus!

Featured Wine:

Pegasus 2013

The Plus! Program automatically adds on one special wine to each
Cabernet Sauvignon

regularly scheduled wine delivery, or as often as you like! Plus! wines

are all highly-rated, very small production wines with availability too .
limited for all regular club members to receive. For more information, 92 Pom_ts - SD IntTWine & Spirits Challenge
visit: GoldMedalWineClub.com/plus 91 Points - Wine Enthusiast magazine

411 cases produced

Shipping and tax (if applicable) not included in above prices.

*Effective per bottle prices after Membership Rewards discount is applied at checkout. Membership Rewards does not apply to Sale or Special-Offer Wines.
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